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No insurgent movement can survive without some degree of popular support,
but what does it mean to support an armed group? Focusing on the PKK
(Kurdistan Workers Party), which has come to global attention in recent years
for its efforts in resisting ISIS in Iraq and Syria, but has been present and
active in the region for much longer, Francis O’Connor explores the first three
decades of the PKK’s insurgency in Turkey. Looking at how the relationship
between armed groups and their supporters should be conceptually under-
stood, how this relationship varies spatially and what role violence has in their
relationship, he draws on Civil War, Social Movements and Rebel
Governance literatures to outline how the PKK survived a military coup in
1980 and slowly won popular support through incipient forms of rebel
governance, the targeted use of violence and a nuanced projection of its
ideology and objectives. In doing so, it provides an historical narrative to an
organisation which has managed to successfully resist NATO's second largest
army with limited weapons for decades and has become a key player of
Kurdish rights in the wider region.

Francis O’Connor is an NUIG, SOAS and EUI graduate and an accomplished
scholar working on contentious politics and civil wars, covering subjects as
varied as anti-austerity protest, nationalism and conflicts in Colombia,
Mexico and Turkey. His co-authored books include Social Movements and
Referendums from Below (2017) and Late Neoliberalism and Its Discontents
in the Economic Crisis: Comparing Social Movements in the European
Periphery (2016).
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Acronym

Original Name

English Translation

ADYOD

AKP
ANAP
ANC
AP
AYOD

BDP

Bir-Kom
CHP

CKMP

CUP
DBP
DDGB

DDKD

DDKO

DEV-GENC
DEV-YOL
DEV-SOL
DHKP-C

DISK

xii

Ankara Demokratik Yiiksek Ogretim
Dernegi

Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi
Anavatan Partisi

African National Congress
Adalet Partisi

Ankara Yiiksek Ogretim Dernegi

Barig ve Demokrasi Partisi

Birlik Komitesi
Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi

Cumbhuriyet¢i Koyli Millet Partisi

Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti
Demokratik Bolgeler Partisi
Devrimci Demokratik Gii¢ Birligi

Devrimci Demokratik Kiiltiir Dernekleri

Devrimei Dogu Kultur Ocaklari

Devrimei Genglik
Devrimci Yol Hareketi

Devrimci Sol

Devrimei Halk Kurtulus Partisi-Cephesi

Tiirkiye Devrimci Is¢i Sendikalart
Konfederasyonu

Ankara Democratic Higher
Education Association

Justice and Development Party
Motherland Party (Est. 1983)

Justice Party (Est. 1961)

Association for Higher Education in
Ankara

Peace and Democracy Party (Est.
2008)

Common Committee

The Republican People’s Party (Est.
1923, Re-est. 1992)

Republican Peasants’ Nation Party
(Est. 1958)

Commmitte of Union and Progress
Democratic Regions Party (Est. 2014)

Revolutionary Democratic United
Force

Revolutionary Democratic Culture
Association

Revolutionary Eastern Cultural
Hearths

Federation of Revolutionary Youth
Revolutionary Path
Revolutionary Left

Revolutionary People’s Liberation
Party/Front

Confederation of Revolutionary
Workers Unions
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Acronym Original Name English Translation
DYOKD Diyarbakir Yiiksek Ogrenim Kiiltiir The Cultural Higher Education
Dernegi Association of Diyarbakir
DP Demokrat Parti Democrat Party (Est. 2007,
ANAP+DYP)
DP Demokrat Parti Democrat Party (Est. 1930)
DYP Dogru Yol Partisi True Path Party (Est. 1983)
EAM Ethniko Apeleftherotiké Métopo National Liberation Movement
ERNK Eniye Rizgariye Navata Kurdistan National Liberation Front of
Kurdistan
ETA Euskadi Ta Askatasuna Basque Homeland and Freedom
EZLN Ejército Zapatista de Liberacion Zapatista Army of National
Nacional Liberation
FARC Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia — Ejército del Pueblo Colombia — People’s Army
FKBDC Fasizme Kars1 Birlesik Direnis Cephesi ~ Unified Resistance Front against
Fascism
FLN Fuerzas de Liberacion Nacional National Liberation Forces
FMLN Frente Farabundo Marti para la Farabundo Marti National
Liberacion Nacional Liberation Front
GOC-DER Gog Edenler Sosyal Yardimlagma ve Mutual Aid and Culture Association
Kiiltiir Dernegi for Migrants
HDP Halklarin Demokratik Partisi Peoples’ Democratic Party (Est.
2012)
HRK Hazen Rizgariya Kurdistan Kurdistan Freedom Brigades
IRA Oglaigh na hEireann Irish Republican Army
P Isci Partisi Workers Party (Est. 1992)
JITEM Jandarma Istihbarat ve Terérle Miicadele  Intelligence and Counter-terrorism
Gendarmerie
KCK Koma Civakén Kurdistan Kurdistan Communities Union
KDP Partlya Demokrata Kurdistané Kurdistan Democratic Party (Est.
1946)
KIP Kirdistan Is¢i Partisi Workers Party of Kurdistan
KNK Kongreya Neteweyi ya Kurdistané Kurdish National Congress
KOMCIWAN Youth Wing of KOMKAR
KOMKAR Yekitiya Komelén Kurdistan
KTTC Kiirt Teaviin ve Terakki Cemiyeti Kurdish Society for Mutual Aid and
Progress
KUK Kiirdistan Ulusal Kurtulusgulart National Liberation of Kurdistan
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List of Abbreviations

Acronym
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English Translation

Kawa
LTTE
MGK
MHP
MIT
MLKP
MSP
ORK
PAIGC

PKK
PRK
PLO
PSK
PYD
RP

SHP

THKO
TIKKO

TIP
TKP

TKP-ML

TKDP
TKSP

TOB-DER

TMMOB

UKO
YCK
YDG-H

YJA-Star

Tamilila vitutalaip pulikal

Milli Giivenlik Konseyi

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi

Milli istihbarat Teskilat:
Marksist-Leninist Komiinist Partisi
Milli Selamet Partisi

Ordiya Rizgariya Kurdistané

Partido Africano da Independéncia da
Guiné e Cabo Verde

Partiya Karkaren-i Kurdistan

Rizgari

Partiya Sosyalist a Kurdistan
Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat
Refah Partisi
Sosyaldemokrat Halkg1 Parti

Stérka Sor/ Bes Parcacilar

Tékosin

Tiirkiye Halk Kurtulug Ordusu

Tiirkiye Isci ve Koylii Kurtulus Ordusu

Tiirkiye Isci Partisi

Tiirkiye Komiinist Partisi

Tiirkiye Komiinist Partisi/Marksist-
Leninist

Partiya Demokrat a Kurdistané - Bakur

Tirkiye Kiirdistan1 Sosyalist Partisi/
Ozgiirliik Yolu

Tiim Ogretmenler Birlesme ve
Dayanisma Dernegi

Tiirk Miithendis ve Mimar Odalar1 Birligi

Ulusal Kurtulug Ordusu
Yekitiya Ciwanén Kurdistan

Yurtsever Devrimei Genglik Hareket

Yekiniya Jinén Azad-Star

Kurdish Proletarian Union
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
National Security Council
Nationalist Action Party (Est. 1969)
Turkish National Intelligence Unit
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party
National Salvation Party (Est. 1972)

African Party for the Independence
of Guinea and Cape Verde

Kurdistan Workers Party
Liberation

Palestinian Liberation Organisation
Kurdish Socialist Party
Democratic Union Party

The Welfare Party (Est. 1983)

Social Democratic People’s Party
(Est. 1985)

Red Star
Liberation
People’s Liberation Army of Turkey

Workers’ Peasants Liberation Army
of Turkey

Workers Party of Turkey (Est. 1961)

Turkish Communist Party (Est.
1920)

Turkish Communist Party Marxist-
Leninist

Turkey Kurdistan Democratic Party
Socialist Party of Turkish Kurdistan

Association of All Teachers Unity
and Solidarity

Union of Chambers of Turkish
Engineers and Architects

National Liberation Army
The Union of Kurdish Youth

Patriotic Revolutionary Youth
Movement

Free Women’s Units
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Acronym Original Name English Translation
YJWK Yekitiya Jinén Welatparézén Kurdistan Union of Patriotic Women of
Kurdistan
YKWK Yekitiya Karkerén Union of Patriotic Workers of
Welatparézén Kurdistan Kurdistan
YPG Yekineyén Parastina Gel Peoples’ Protection Units
YPJ Yekineyén Parastina Jin ‘Women'’s Protection Units
YPS Yekineyén Parastina Sivil Civil Protection Units
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