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IN SEARCH OF CLIMATE POLITICS

In what ways is climate change political? This book addresses this key – but oddly

neglected – question. It argues that in order to answer it we need to understand politics

in a three-fold way: as a site of authoritative, public decision-making; as a question of

power; and as a conflictual phenomenon. Recurring themes centre on de- and repoliticiza-

tion, and a tension between attempts to simplify climate change to a single problem and its

intrinsic complexity. These dynamics are driven by processes of capital accumulation and

their associated subjectivities. The book explores these arguments through an analysis of a

specific city – Ottawa – which acts as a microcosm of these broader processes. It provides

detailed analyses of conflicts over urban planning, transport, and attempts by city govern-

ment and other institutions to address climate change. The book will be valuable for

students and researches looking at the politics of climate change.

matthew paterson is Professor of International Politics in the Department of Politics at

the University of Manchester. His research focuses on the political economy, global

governance, and cultural politics of climate change. His books include Global Warming

and Global Politics (1996), Climate Capitalism (with Peter Newell, Cambridge University

Press, 2010), and the prize-winning Automobile Politics: Ecology and Cultural Political

Economy (Cambridge University Press, 2007). He was a lead author for the 2014 report of

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
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Preface

This book has a slightly odd format that needs a bit of explanation. It is the result

of a project within a grant funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research

Council of Canada, on the ‘Cultural Politics of Climate Change’. Within that, one

project was to focus on the city of Ottawa. What I decided to do was to map

initiatives across the city and then instead of solely hiring graduate students to

carry out work as research assistants (although there was some of this), to fund

them to do their own work under my supervision on some aspects that we had

identified in the mapping process. I had always made explicit to them that,

alongside their own pieces of work for their master’s program, I would then

assemble and develop the various pieces into a book. I was exceptionally lucky to

get such a good, enthusiastic group of students.

This book is, among other things, the result of that collaboration. So while the

book as a whole is my own project, and the key arguments developed through it

are mine, much of the material has been the output of their initial pieces, which

I have then reworked. So most of the chapters here have myself plus a co-author,

who did, with one exception, do their master’s thesis or major research paper on

that subject. The extent of re-writing has varied of course for each one (not really

because of the quality of the student’s original work but more so because of the

work needed for the book’s narrative), and this is slightly reflected in the author

order for each chapter.

Another effect of this is that while several of the chapters rely on interview

material, among other sources, there is no standard practice across the book

regarding questions of anonymity and attribution. The simplest rule of thumb for

reading these is that where the interviewee is named, I carried out the interview,

and where it is anonymous, it was carried out by my co-author on that chapter for

their master’s degree research.
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