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IN SEARCH OF CLIMATE POLITICS

In what ways is climate change political? This book addresses this key — but oddly
neglected — question. It argues that in order to answer it we need to understand politics
in a three-fold way: as a site of authoritative, public decision-making; as a question of
power; and as a conflictual phenomenon. Recurring themes centre on de- and repoliticiza-
tion, and a tension between attempts to simplify climate change to a single problem and its
intrinsic complexity. These dynamics are driven by processes of capital accumulation and
their associated subjectivities. The book explores these arguments through an analysis of a
specific city — Ottawa — which acts as a microcosm of these broader processes. It provides
detailed analyses of conflicts over urban planning, transport, and attempts by city govern-
ment and other institutions to address climate change. The book will be valuable for
students and researches looking at the politics of climate change.

MATTHEW PATERSON is Professor of International Politics in the Department of Politics at
the University of Manchester. His research focuses on the political economy, global
governance, and cultural politics of climate change. His books include Global Warming
and Global Politics (1996), Climate Capitalism (with Peter Newell, Cambridge University
Press, 2010), and the prize-winning Automobile Politics: Ecology and Cultural Political
Economy (Cambridge University Press, 2007). He was a lead author for the 2014 report of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

IN SEARCH OF CLIMATE POLITICS

MATTHEW PATERSON

University of Manchester

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
DOL: 10.1017/9781108974912

© Cambridge University Press 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021
Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ Books Limited, Padstow Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-83846-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-97141-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Figures and Tables
List of Contributors
Preface

Acknowledgements

List of Acronyms

1

Introduction
In Search of Climate Politics

Making Climate Policy in the City of Ottawa
MATTHEW PATERSON AND KOFI AGYAPONG ADOMAKO

Networked Governance and Carbon Accounting in Ottawa
MATTHEW PATERSON AND KOFI AGYAPONG ADOMAKO

Complete Streets and Its Discontents
LOUIS MACHABEE AND MATTHEW PATERSON

Intensifying Conflicts: Agonism and the Politics of Urban
Spatial Transformations
MATTHEW PATERSON AND MERISSA MUELLER

Mapping Climate Experimentation in Ottawa
MATTHEW PATERSON AND XAVIER P-LABERGE

page vii
ix

Xi

xii

XV

14

30

46

58

78

97

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

vi Contents

8  The University of Ottawa: Strategic Energy Management,
Experimentation, and Repoliticization 112

9  Renewing Democratic Politics: The Ottawa Renewable
Energy Cooperative 126
BORA PLUMPTRE AND MATTHEW PATERSON

10 Conclusions 145
References 161
Index 180

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

2.1
4.1
5.1

5.2
6.1
6.2
7.1
7.2
7.3
14

7.5

8.1

Figures and Tables

Figures
Processes in climate politics
Carbon 613 report front cover
Ottawa city centre map, showing Bronson Avenue, Laurier Avenue,
and Main Street
Old Ottawa East map. Main Street is the road (marked 72) running
North—South through the neighbourhood. The park in the centre is the
location of St. Paul University and the Oblate Convent
Location of projects across the city of Ottawa
Distribution of projects by city ward
Types of actor involved in climate governance in Ottawa
Specific actors in climate governance in Ottawa
Issue areas in climate governance in Ottawa. Note that individual
initiatives can be involved in more than one issue, so percentages are
not given here
Ways of governing climate in Ottawa. Note that individual initiatives can
seek to govern in more than one way, so percentages are not given here

Actors, issue areas, and forms of governance in Ottawa climate initiatives.

Figure drawn using Ucinet/Netdraw (Borgatti et al. 2002). The thickness
of the line indicates the number of initiatives connecting each node. The

page 29
56

60
65
84
85
100
101
102

103

shade and shape of notes indicate the type of attribute: White circles indicate
the type of actor, grey squares the issue area, and black triangles the form of
governance. The size of the nodes indicates ‘node degree’, i.e. the number

of other nodes to which the node is connected. Four-degree network:

Note that the node degree is calculated (giving the size of the node) when

the network degree was one (i.e. when only one connection between two
nodes was necessary for a tie to be recognized)
The living wall in the FSS building

104
119

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics

Matthew Paterson
Frontmatter
More Information

viii List of Figures and Tables

Tables
3.1 Ottawa CO, emissions, 1990 page 33
6.1 Case studies of redevelopment projects and conflicts in Ottawa 86
7.1 Actors, issue areas, and forms of governance 99

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors

Kofi Agyapong Adomako is a former student in the master’s program in
Environmental Sustainability at the University of Ottawa, Canada.

Louis Machabée is a former student in the master’s program in Environmental
Sustainability at the University of Ottawa, Canada.

Merissa Mueller is a former student in the master’s program in Environmental
Sustainability at the University of Ottawa, Canada.

Xavier P-Laberge is a PhD student in Political Science at the University of
Ottawa, Canada.

Bora Plumptre is a climate policy analyst at the Pembina Institute and former

student in the master’s program in Environmental Sustainability at the University
of Ottawa, Canada.

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108838467
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-83846-7 — In Search of Climate Politics
Matthew Paterson

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

This book has a slightly odd format that needs a bit of explanation. It is the result
of a project within a grant funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada, on the ‘Cultural Politics of Climate Change’. Within that, one
project was to focus on the city of Ottawa. What I decided to do was to map
initiatives across the city and then instead of solely hiring graduate students to
carry out work as research assistants (although there was some of this), to fund
them to do their own work under my supervision on some aspects that we had
identified in the mapping process. I had always made explicit to them that,
alongside their own pieces of work for their master’s program, I would then
assemble and develop the various pieces into a book. I was exceptionally lucky to
get such a good, enthusiastic group of students.

This book is, among other things, the result of that collaboration. So while the
book as a whole is my own project, and the key arguments developed through it
are mine, much of the material has been the output of their initial pieces, which
I have then reworked. So most of the chapters here have myself plus a co-author,
who did, with one exception, do their master’s thesis or major research paper on
that subject. The extent of re-writing has varied of course for each one (not really
because of the quality of the student’s original work but more so because of the
work needed for the book’s narrative), and this is slightly reflected in the author
order for each chapter.

Another effect of this is that while several of the chapters rely on interview
material, among other sources, there is no standard practice across the book
regarding questions of anonymity and attribution. The simplest rule of thumb for
reading these is that where the interviewee is named, I carried out the interview,
and where it is anonymous, it was carried out by my co-author on that chapter for
their master’s degree research.
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