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Refining adult-focused perspectives on medieval rulership, Emily Joan 
Ward exposes the problematic nature of working from the  assumption 
that kingship equated to adult power. Children’s participation and political 
assent could be important facets of the day-to-day activities of rule, as this 
study shows through an examination of royal charters, oaths to young 
boys, cross-kingdom diplomacy and coronations. The first comparative 
and thematic study of child rulership in this period, Ward analyses eight 
case studies across north-western Europe from c. 1050 to c. 1250. The 
book stresses innovations and adaptations in royal  government, questions 
the exaggeration of political disorder under a boy king, and suggests a 
ruler’s childhood posed far less of a challenge than their adolescence and 
youth. Uniting social, cultural and political historical  methodologies, 
Ward unveils how wider societal changes between the eleventh and 
thirteenth centuries altered children’s lived experiences of royal rule and 
modified how people thought about child kingship.

Emily Joan Ward is a postdoctoral fellow at the University of  Edinburgh. 
She began her British Academy funded project on  ‘Adolescence and 
Belonging in Medieval Europe, c. 1000–c. 1250’ in her previous role at 
University College London. Royal Childhood and Child Kingship is her 
first book.
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the bar closed.

Terry Pratchett, Mort
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(Weimar, Munich, Hanover and Wiesbaden, 
1949–)

Conc. Concilia, 8 vols to date (Hanover and Leipzig, 
1893–)

Const. Constitutiones et acta publica imperatorum et 
regum, 13 vols to date (Hanover, Leipzig, 
Weimar and Wiesbaden, 1893–)

DD F I Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und Kaiser, 
X, Die Urkunden Friedrichs I., ed. H. Appelt, 
5 vols (Hanover, 1975–90)

DD F II Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und  Kaiser, 
XIV, Die Urkunden Friedrichs II., ed. W. Koch 
et al., 6 vols to date (Hanover, 2002–)

DD H III Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und Kaiser, 
V, Die Urkunden Heinrichs III., ed. H. Bress-
lau and P. Kehr (Berlin, 1931)

DD H IV Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und  Kaiser, 
VI, Die Urkunden Heinrichs IV., ed. D. von 
Gladiss and A. Gawlik, 3 vols (Weimar, 
1941–78)

DD H (VI) ‘Die Urkunden Heinrichs (VI.)’, in DD Ko III, 
519–32

DD Ko III Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und  Kaiser, 
IX, Die Urkunden Konrads III. und seines 
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Sohnes Heinrich, ed. F. Hausmann (Vienna, 
1969)

DD Konst.  Die Urkunden der deutschen Könige und Kaiser, 
XI.3, Die Urkunden der Kaiserin Konstanze, ed. 
T. Kölzer (Hanover, 1990)

Dt. MA  Deutsches Mittelalter: Kritische Studientexte, 4 
vols to date (Leipzig and Weimar, 1937–)

Ldl  Libelli de lite imperatorum et pontificum, 3 vols 
to date (Hanover, 1891–)

Poetae  Poetae Latini medii aevi, 6 vols to date (Berlin, 
Leipzig and Weimar, 1881–)

QQ zur Geistesges. Quellen zur Geistesgeschichte des Mittelalters, 30 
vols to date (Weimar, Munich, Hanover and 
Wiesbaden, 1955–)

SS  Scriptores (in folio), 39 vols to date (Hanover 
and Leipzig, 1826–)

SS rer. Germ.  Scriptores rerum Germanicarum in usum schola-
rum separatim editi, 81 vols to date (Hanover, 
Leipzig, Berlin and Wiesbaden, 1871–)

SS rer. Germ. N. S.  Scriptores rerum Germanicarum, Nova series, 
25 vols to date (Berlin, Weimar, Zurich, 
Hanover and Munich, 1922–)

SS rer. Merov.  Scriptores rerum Merovingicarum, 7 vols to date 
(Hanover and Leipzig, 1885–)

MoA  Models of Authority: Scottish Charters and the 
Emergence of Government, 1100–1250, AHRC 
project (2014–17); online database

NLS Edinburgh, National Library of Scotland MS
OCF  Ordines coronationis Franciae: Texts and Ordines for 

the Coronation of Frankish and French Kings and 
Queens in the Middle Ages, ed. R. A. Jackson, 2 
vols (Philadelphia, 1995–2000)

ODNB  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, 
2004; online edn, 2004–15)

Philippe Auguste, I  Recueil des actes de Philippe Auguste, roi de France, 
I, Années du règne I à XV (1er novembre 1179–31 
octobre 1194), ed. H.-F. Delaborde (Paris, 1916)

Philippe Auguste, V  Recueil des actes de Philippe Auguste, roi de France, V, 
Supplément d’actes…, ed. M. Nortier (Paris, 2004)

Philippe Auguste, VI  Recueil des actes de Philippe Auguste, roi de 
France, VI, Lettres mises sous le nom de Philippe 
Auguste…, ed. M. Nortier (Paris, 2005)
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PL Patrologia Latina Database from Patrologia Latina, 
ed. J.-P. Migne, 217 vols (Paris, 1844–55)

PoMS The People of Medieval Scotland, 1093–1314, A. 
Beam et al. (Glasgow and London, 2012); online 
database

PR, 1216–1225  Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry III Preserved 
in the Public Record Office, A.D. 1216–1225 
 (London, 1901)

PR, 1225–1232  Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry III Preserved 
in the Public Record Office, A.D. 1225–1232 
 (London, 1903)

PREC  The Papal Reform of the Eleventh Century: Lives 
of Pope Leo IX and Pope Gregory VII, trans. I. S. 
Robinson (Manchester, 2004)

Prou, Recueil  Recueil des actes de Philippe Ier, roi de France 
(1059–1108), ed. M. Prou (Paris, 1908)

RHF  Recueil des historiens des Gaules et de la France,  
ed. M. Bouquet et al., 24 vols, new edn, 
 published under the direction of L. Delisle 
(Paris, 1869–1904)

RI  Regesta Imperii, ed. J. F. Böhmer; online
III.2.3.1 Die Regesten des Kaiserreichs unter Heinrich IV. 

1056 (1050)–1106, I, 1056 (1050)–1065, ed. T. 
Struve (Cologne, 1984)

IV.3 Die Regesten des Kaiserreichs unter Heinrich 
VI. 1165 (1190)–1197, ed. K. Baaken and 
G. Baaken, 2 vols (Cologne and Vienna, 
1972–9)

RLC  Rotuli litterarum clausarum in turri Londinensi 
 asservati, ed. T. D. Hardy, 2 vols (London, 
1833–44)

RLP  Rotuli litterarum patentium in turri Londinensi 
asservati: ab anno 1201 ad annum 1216, ed. T. D. 
Hardy (London, 1835)

Robinson, Annals Lampert of Hersfeld, The Annals, trans. I. S. 
Robinson (Manchester, 2015)

ROHL  Royal and Other Historical Letters Illustrative of the 
Reign of Henry III, ed. W. W. Shirley, 2 vols 
(London, 1862–6)

RRS Regesta regum Scottorum
RS Rolls Series (rerum Britannicarum medii aevi 

scriptores)
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SAEC  Scottish Annals from English Chroniclers, A.D. 500 
to 1286, ed. A. O. Anderson, 2nd edn (Stamford, 
1991)

SHR  Scottish Historical Review
TCE  Thirteenth-Century England, 17 vols to date 

(1986–)
TELMA Chartes originales antérieures à 1121 conservées en 

France, ed. C. Giraud, J.-B. Renault and B.-M. 
Tock, online edn (Orléans, 2010)

TNA London, The National Archives
C Chancery
E Exchequer
SC Special Correspondence

TRHS  Transactions of the Royal Historical Society
Vincent, Erud.  Vincent of Beauvais, De eruditione filiorum 

nobilium, ed. A. Steiner (Cambridge, MA, 1938)
Vogtherr, ‘Könige’ T. Vogtherr, ‘“Weh dir, Land, dessen König 

ein Kind ist”: minderjährige Könige um 1200 
im europäischen Vergleich’, FrSt, 37 (2003), 
291–314
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xxii

GENEALOGIES

The following four genealogies are intended to be simplified visual 
guides to the wider familial and dynastic networks of the eight boy kings 
at the centre of this book. Kinship connections between the children are 
shown even when they cross traditional kingdom boundaries, demon-
strating the interconnected nature of the royal families of north-western 
Europe throughout the central Middle Ages. Unless otherwise specified, 
dotted lines represent members of another royal house, and some of 
these individuals can also be found on another genealogy.

Birth and death dates are given rather than regnal years, and the dates 
provided are not necessarily prescriptive. Children are not always listed 
in chronological order and not all siblings are included.
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Genealogy A: Rulers of Germany, c. 1024–c. 1250
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Genealogy B: Rulers of France, c. 996–c. 1270
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Genealogy C: Rulers of Scotland, c. 1058–c. 1286
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Genealogy D: Rulers of England, c. 1066–c. 1272
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