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facts determined by, 68
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Latin, 10-11, 16, 36,
37, 144
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latitat, writ of, 19
Law Commission, 134
law-French. See under language
law reform, 35-6, 119-22
Laws, Sir John
on common law and statute, 133
on the interpretation of
statutes, 142
legal aid, 200-1
legal profession, 25-33
size, 27-8, 185-7
social status, 25, 26, 30-1
women in, 185, See also attorneys;
barristers; fees; inns of chan-
cery; inns of court; judges;
serjeants at law; solicitors
legal systems, difficulties in
comparing, 194-6
legislation
binge legislation, 135, 138
cannot alter facts, 105, 129
codification, 133, 134, 141
consolidation of, 92-3
deficiencies of, 91-2, 94-6, 134-9,
187-8
delegated. See statutory
instruments
drafting of, 135-9
fairness of, 202
Henry VIII clauses, 124, 135-6
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interpretation. See Statutory
interpretation
judicial review of, 96-9, 114-15,
172-5
repeals, 123-32
royal assent withheld, 79,
163-4
statutes read out in public, 18
sunset clauses, 124-5
volume of, 91-4, 118-19
libel. See defamation
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litigation
cost of. See cost of litigation
frivolous, 28
litigants in person, 8-9
parallel actions, 8-9
settlements, 13
small claims, 5, 150, 198
social status of litigants, 22-3
unwelcome last resort, 195-6
volumes of, 4-5
Littleton, Sir Thomas, his Tenures,
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local courts, 5, 19, 23,
198-9
lord chancellor, 25, 192
lord keeper of the great seal, 25
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Magna Carta, rediscovery of, 48,
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majority. See under democracy;
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wife
arranged and forced marriages,
208-9
martial law, 46, 80-1
Middle Temple, 32, 44
Milsom, Professor S. F. C., 56,
182, 184
misdemeanours, 71-3
monarchy, constitutional, 44-6,
78-9, 117, See also royal
prerogative
monasteries, dissolution of the,
24, 55
monopolies, 44, 117, 171
Morice, James, 44, 78-9, 80
mortgages, changed function of, 156
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natural justice, 174, 202
negligence, tort of, 66, 158—-60
nisi prius system, 6, 36-7

O’Sullivan, Richard, 166

pardons and reprieves, 70, 71
Parliament, 79
acts of. See legislation
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continuous sitting of, 93, 135
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lawyers in, 134
liberty of speech in, 80
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46, 91, 163
supremacy of, 165, 172
penalties in contracts, 131
perpetuity clauses, 56-63, 114
personal liberty, 39-53, 166-73, See
also freedom; habeas corpus
piepowder courts, 198
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plea rolls. See record
pleading, 10
Plowden, Edmund, 15
Popham, Sir John, 25, 42
on the common law as an
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on uses and perpetuities, 58-9
popular perspectives
changing social attitudes, 40, 64,
206-13
understanding of law and the
legal system, 17-18, 77, 188-93,
See also democracy
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proceedings in forma pauperis,
22-3, 201
relief of, 120-1
precedent, 12-13, 160-1, See also
common law; reports of cases
prerogative writs, 178-80, See also
habeas corpus
prerogative, royal. See royal
prerogative
prison. See imprisonment
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procedure. See civil procedure;
criminal procedure

proclamations, 45, 94

prohibition, writ of, 177

property, sanctity of, 207-8

public assembly, 73

public law. See human rights; judi-
cial review; personal liberty;
rule of law

public order, 162

punishment. See corporal punish-
ment; death penalty;
imprisonment

Puritan lawyers, 43-4, 117

quarter sessions, 18, 69, 72, 73, 144

queen. See Elizabeth I; monarchy;
royal prerogative

Queen’s Bench Division, 4, 5,
176, 180

queen’s counsel (extraordinary),
rank of, 82

race relations, 41-2
rape, 70
real property. See entails; land law;
mortgages; perpetuities; uses;
trusts; wills
record (kept by courts of record),
9-10, 154
referendums, 162-3
religion
uniformity of worship, 165-6
violence and, 43, 165
reports of cases, 15-17, 34-5, 98
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Requests, Court of, 3-4, 22
restraint of trade, 171, 211
robbery, 73

community liability for, 110
Roman Catholics, 43, 47, 84
Roman law

quod principi placuit, 45

university law schools and, 31
Royal Courts of Justice, 191
royal prerogative, 45-6, 131

absolute and ordinary

prerogatives, 45-6

allowed but defined by law, 78-9
rule of law, 48-53, 78
Russia, slave from, 39

Scarman, Sir Leslie, later Lord
Scarman, 180-1
sedition, 42, 210
self-incrimination, 47
separation of powers, 90
serjeants at law, 30, 38, 80
Serjeants’ Inn, 11, 70, 204
sewers, commissions of. See com-
missioners of sewers
shaming, public, 72
sheriffs, 20, 143
liability for escapes of debtors,
107, 202
misconduct by, 52-3
slander. See defamation
slavery, 39, 171-2
Snagge, Robert, 44-5
social change. See under com-
mon law
solicitors, 28-30, 185-6
barristers as, 27, 29
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Star Chamber, 3, 8, 71, 155, 205
invention of new misdemeanours
by, 75-6
rule of law and, 52-3, 75-6
statutes. See legislation
statutory instruments, 138, 188
statutory interpretation, 63,
96-118
absurd and self-contradictory
statutes, 105
Elizabethan treatises on,
98-9, 106
equity, 99, 103-5, 106-18
intention of the ‘makers’, 96-7,
100-1, 103—4
literal meaning, 109-10, 142
mischief rule, 101-3
preamble as a guide, 101, 112
principles of, as part of the
common law, 96-9, 142
Supreme Court, 137, 191-2

taxation, 44, 117, 119-20, 121, 122,
177,179

terrorism, 162, 165, 169

theft, legislation concerning, 130

torts, law of, 66-7, 158—60, See also
defamation; negligence; nui-
sance; trespass

torture, 170-1

towns, growing population of, 121

trademarks, 67
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transportation, 71
treason, 43, 97, 206
trespass, action of, 66
trial by battle, 127

trial by jury. See jury trial
tribunals, 122, 176, 184
trusts, 55-6

unemployment, 41-2, 120-1
universities, 31, 40

uses, 57-60

usury, 211

vertical and horizontal aspects of
law, 182, 1845
villeinage, 39-40

wager of law, 64, 65
Walmsley, Thomas
defender of the rule of law,
49-50
prone to dissent, 14, 65
welfare law. See under poverty
Williams, Professor G. L., 166
wills, 55, 60-2
women
as lawyers, 185
as litigants, 77
gender as fact or law, 105
legal status of, 40-1, See also
marriage; rape
Woolf Report (1996), 150
writs, 37-8, 151
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