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THE CAMBRIDGE HANDBOOK OF LITERATURE

AND PLANTS

The first of its kind, this wide-ranging, accessible handbook covers
literary engagement with plants in over  years of writing from
around the world. It includes within its broad ambit historical
periods of Latin, Norse, and Anglophone plant literatures, prominent
plant genres, and the literatures of major global regions. Chapters
explore the history of literary thinking about plants as creatures that
do or do not resemble us; our use of plants to negotiate geo-political
conflict; the ethical dimension of plant sensibilities; the moral dimen-
sion of our desire to engage aesthetically with plants; the ways in
which human–plant relations have been used to make and unmake
national and ethnic identities; the role of plant-writing in the devel-
opment of literary form; and the ways we have used plants to navigate
modernity’s cultural and intellectual shift from theological engage-
ment with the created world to the discourses of modern science.

   is a Fellow and Associate Professor at
Downing College, Cambridge University. Her academic books
include Chastity in Early Stuart Literature and Culture (Cambridge
University Press, ), Blood Matters (University of Pennsylvania
Press, ), and Botanical Culture and Popular Belief in Shakespeare’s
England (Cambridge University Press, ). She also writes fiction
and non-fiction about early modernity and our changing relationship
to the natural world.
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(University of Pennsylvania Press, ) received prizes for the year’s
best book on ecocriticism and best book in early modern studies. His
other books have studied ambition in Shakespeare, Jonson’s comedies,
Renaissance mortality-anxiety, Kurosawa’s Throne of Blood, and the
malfunctions of cultural evolution. He has published various other
ecocritical articles, and edited Jonson’s plays and the new Arden edition
of Measure for Measure (Bloomsbury, ). His poems have appeared
in the New Yorker and dozens of other literary journals. He has won
UCLA’s Distinguished Teaching prize and its Gold Shield – a prize
given annually to one professor for outstanding contributions across
research, teaching, and public service, as well as held Guggenheim,
ACLS, and NEH fellowships.

  is Professor Emeritus of English at Rhodes University,
Makhanda (Grahamstown), South Africa. He has published two books
on the Zulu leader Shaka: Savage Delight: White Myths of Shaka (UKZN,
) and Myth of Iron: Shaka in History (UKZN, ), a memoir,
Dead Leaves: Two Years in the Rhodesian War (UKZN, ), and several
volumes of poetry, short fiction, and criticism with UNISA Press. Most
recently, his concentration has shifted to ecological and animal concerns
in literature. Related publications are Elephant (Reaktion, ),
Crocodile (Reaktion, ), Slow Fires (poems with etchings by
Roxandra Britz; Fourthwall Books, ), and Death & Compassion:
The Elephant in Southern African Literature (Wits University Press,
). He writes a blog at http//danwyliecriticaldiaries.blogspot.co.za.

  is Professor of Latin American Studies at the University of
Leicester. She is the author of Colonial Tropes and Postcolonial Tricks:
Rewriting the Tropics in the novela de la selva (Liverpool University
Press, ), Colombia’s Forgotten Frontier: A Literary Geography of the
Putumayo (Liverpool University Press, ), and The Poetics of Plants
in Spanish American Literature (Pittsburgh University Press, ). She
is particularly interested in the intersections between literature and the
environment, with a focus on the Amazon, Cuba, and more recently
Argentina. Her current work is on the Anglo-Argentine author and
naturalist, W. H. Hudson.

  is an Associate Professor in the English department at UC
Davis, where he mentors environmental humanities graduate students
from English, comparative literature, cultural studies, and geography
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departments. The author of Environmental Practice in Early American
Literature (Cambridge University Press, ), he is currently working
on a book-length study of the literary and cultural significance of
hydrological engineering in the West, examining the record of exploit-
ation of waterpower from the top of the watershed down to the sea.
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