
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83765-1 — The Right to Repair
Aaron Perzanowski
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

THE RIGHT TO REPAIR

In recent decades, companies around the world have deployed

an arsenal of tools – including IP law, hardware design, software

restrictions, pricing strategies, and marketing messages – to

prevent consumers from fixing the things they own. While

this strategy has enriched companies almost beyond measure,

it has taken billions of dollars out of the pockets of consumers

and imposed massive environmental costs on the planet. In The

Right to Repair, Aaron Perzanowski analyzes the history of repair

to show how we’ve arrived at this moment, when a battle over

repair is being waged – largely unnoticed – in courtrooms,

legislatures, and administrative agencies. With deft, lucid

prose, Perzanowski explains the opaque and complex legal

landscape that surrounds the right to repair and shows readers

how to fight back.

Aaron Perzanowski is an expert on ownership in the digital

economy and the conflict between intellectual and personal

property rights. His research has appeared in leading academic

journals. He’s the co-author of The End of Ownership (2016) with

Jason Schultz, and the co-editor of Creativity Without Law (2017)

with Kate Darling.
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MORE PRAISE FOR THE RIGHT TO REPAIR

“Why can’twe just fix our stuff? Perzanowski systematically unmasks

the obsolescence in our lives, and charts a path to reclaiming owner-

ship before it’s lost forever.”

Kyle Wiens, iFixit CEO

“A readable and comprehensive book on a timely issue that affects

everyone. Perzanowski shows how the ‘right to repair’ is really a

battle over control of the devices we own and use.”

Bruce Schneier, author of Click Here to Kill Everybody: Security

and Survival in a Hyperconnected World

“A riveting account of the ways developers inhibit or thwart the

ability of consumers to fix devices, and how the law reinforces such

restrictions. The nascent right to repair social movement is gaining

momentum. To understand why, read this book!”

Pamela Samuelson, Richard M. Sherman Distinguished

Professor of Law, UC Berkeley School of Law
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