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Against the backdrop of the new globalized hate speech dynamics, the nature and scope
of States’ obligations pursuant to international human rights law on prohibiting incite-
ment to hatred have taken on increased importance and have become a controversial
issue within multilateral human rights diplomacy. Key questions being posed in the on-
going debates over how best to respond to the new wave of hatred include whether the
international legal norm against incitement to hatred, as it currently stands, is suitable to
address the contemporary challenges of this phenomenon. Alternatively, does it need to
be developed further? This book traces the journey of this norm in three analytical
domains; its emergence, relevant supranational jurisprudence; and the recent standard-
setting attempts within the UN. The book argues that five internal features of the norm
had a strong influence on its difficult path within international human rights law.
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CCPR/CO/72/CZE - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Czech Republic, Human Rights Committee (27 August 2001)

CCPR/C/ESP/CO/5 — Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Spain, Human Rights Committee (5 January 2009)

CCPR/C/CHE/CO/3 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights
Committee: Switzerland, Human Rights Committee (3 November 2009)

CCPR/C/HUN/CO/s - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights
Committee: Hungary, Human Rights Committee (5 December 2010)

CCPR/C/IDN/CO/1 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Indonesia, Human Rights Committee (21 August 2013)

CCPR/C/NITA/CO/s — Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Italy, Human Rights Committee (24 April 2006)

CCPR/CO/69/KWT - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Kuwait, Human Rights Committee (27 July 2000)

CCPR/C/MNG/CO/s - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights
Committee: Mongolia, Human Rights Committee (1 April 2011)

CCPR/C/POL/CO/6 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Poland, Human Rights Committee (27 October 2010)

CCPR/CO/79/RUS - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
Russian Federation, Human Rights Committee (6 November 2003)

CCPR/C/SWE/CO/6 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights
Committee: Sweden, Human Rights Committee (2 April 2009)

CCPR/C/TGO/CO/4 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights
Committee: Togo, Human Rights Committee (8§ March 2011)

CCPR/C/USA/CO/3 - Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee:
USA, Human Rights Committee (15 September 2006)

CCPR/C/GC/34 - CCPR, General Comment no. 34 on Article 19
(12 September 2011)

CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.4— CCPR, General Comment no. 22: The Right to Freedom
of Thought, Conscience and Religion (Art. 18) (30 July 1993)

CCPR, General Comment no. 11: Prohibition of Propaganda for War and Inciting
National, Racial or Religious Hatred (Art. 20) (29 July 1983)

CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.6 — CCPR, General Comment no. 24: Issues Relating to
Reservations Made upon Ratification or Accession to the Covenant or the
Optional Protocols Thereto, or in Relation to Declarations under Article 41 of
the Covenant (4 November 1994)
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CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.11 — CCPR, General Comment no. 29: States of Emergency
(Article 4) (31 August 2001)

CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13 — CCPR, General Comment no. 31: Nature of the
General Legal Obligation on States Parties to the Covenant (26 May 2004)

CERD/C/AUT/CON7 - Concluding Observations of the Committee on
Elimination of Racial Discrimination: Austria, Committee on Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (21 August 2008)

CERD/C/GC/35 — CERD, General Recommendation no. 35: Combating Racist
Hate Speech (26 September 2013)

CERD/C/UKR/COA8 - Concluding Observations of the Committee on
Elimination of Racial Discrimination: Ukraine, Committee on Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (8 February 2007)

E/CN.4/2001/64 (Annex V) — Joint Declaration by the UN Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of Opinion and Expression, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of
the Media and the OAS Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression
(13 February 2001)

E/CN.4/2006/WG.21/BP.2 — Frans Viljoen and Tshepo Madlingozi, Taking Stock of
the Debates on Complementary International Standards to Strengthen and
Update International Legal Instruments against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (6 June 2006)

E/CN.4/200617 — Doudou Diene, Situation of Muslims and Arab Peoples in
Various Parts of the World, Report by the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary
Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
UN Commission on Human Rights (13 February 2006)
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Abbreviations

ACHPR African Charter on Human and Peoples’” Rights
ACHR American Convention on Human Rights
ACommHPR African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Ad Hoc Committee

UN Ad Hoc Committee on the
Complementary Standards

Elaboration of

CERD UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination

ECHR European Convention on Human Rights

ECtHR European Court of Human Rights

GA General Assembly

HRC Human Rights Council

HRCttee Human Rights Committee

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination

ICL International Criminal Law

IHRL International Human Rights Law

OHCHR The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

OIC Organization of Islamic Cooperation

UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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