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This Companion provides an introduction to the craft of prose. It considers the

technical aspects of style that contribute to the art of prose, examining the

constituent parts of prose through a widening lens, from the smallest details of

punctuation and wording to style more broadly conceived. The book is

concerned not only with prose fiction but also with creative non-fiction, a

growing area of interest for readers and aspiring writers. Written by

internationally renowned critics, novelists, and biographers, the essays provide

readers and writers with ways of understanding the workings of prose. They are

exemplary of good critical practice, pleasurable reading for their own sake, and

both informative and inspirational for practising writers. The Cambridge

Companion to Prose will serve as a key resource for students of English

Literature and of Creative Writing.

  is Vice-Master of Trinity Hall at the University of Cambridge,

where he is also a Fellow and Director of Studies in English. He is the editor of

three essay collections: Dickens’s Style (2013), Poetry in the Making (2021), and

On Style in Victorian Fiction (2021). He previously edited Dickens’s The

Uncommercial Traveller (2015) and is now editing Bleak House for the

Oxford Dickens.
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Nabokov, Auden, and others. His many books include the novel How to Cope
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  is Professor and Chair of the Department of English at

Montclair State University. He specialises in twentieth-century literature and has

published Modernism, Satire and the Novel (2011), The Cambridge Introduction

to Satire (2018), and, with Mo Rocca, Mobituaries: Great Lives Worth

Reliving (2019).

 .  is a Reader in Literature and Theology at the University of

Cambridge. He is the author of Faith in Poetry: Verse Style as a Mode of Religious

Belief (2017), G. K. Chesterton (2012), and, with Michael O’Neill, Poetic Form

(2012). He is the editor of the Penguin Classics edition of The Complete Father

Brown Stories and, with Marcus Waithe, a co-editor of Thinking through Style:

Non-Fiction Prose of the Long Nineteenth Century (2018).

  is an academic and a travel writer. She is Honorary Associate

Professor at the University of New South Wales. Her books include Henry

James: History, Narrative, Fiction (1993), Robert Louis Stevenson in the Pacific

(2009), and, as editor, Stevenson’s South Sea Tales (1996) and The Cruise of the
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Janet Nichol among the South Sea Islands: A Diary by Mrs Robert Louis

Stevenson (2004). She writes regularly for the Sydney Review of Books and

contributes travel writing to a wide range of publications.

  is a nature writer and an ecocritic. His book, Cold Blood:

Adventures with Reptiles and Amphibians, a mixture of memoir and nature

writing, was published in 2014. He was awarded the 2012 Roger Deakin Prize

by the Society of Authors and has twice received the BBC Wildlife Award for

Nature Writing. He has published essays on ecocritical topics ranging from

Shakespeare and Thomas Hardy to present-day fiction, poetry, nature writing,

and film, and in 2018 co-edited a new edition of J. H. Prynne’s place-based poem-

sequence The Oval Window. He reviews nature writing for The Guardian, was

founding Chair of ASLE-UKI and an elected member of the ASLE Executive

Council, and is on the steering committee of New Networks for Nature. At Bath

Spa University, he leads the MA in Creative Writing and teaches creative writing,

literature, and environmental humanities.

  is a literary scholar and an Anglican priest. She is Professor of

Theology and Literature in the Department of Theology at the University of

Nottingham and Priest Vicar and Canon Theologian of Southwell Minster. Her

books include Daughters of the House: Modes of Gothic in Victorian Fiction

(1992), Dante and the Victorians (1998), Chesterton and Tolkien as

Theologians: The Fantasy of the Real (2007), and God and the Gothic: Religion,

Romance and Realism in the English Literary Tradition (2018).

  is a poet, novelist, biographer, and critic. His six books of poetry

include New and Collected Poems, 1975–2015 (2015) and The Art of

Subtraction (2005). He has written eight novels, including Benjamin’s Crossing

(1996), The Apprentice Lover (2002), The Passages of H.M. (2011), and The

Last Station (1990), which was made into an Academy Award–nominated film

starring Helen Mirren and Christopher Plummer and translated into over thirty

languages. He has written biographies of John Steinbeck, Robert Frost, William

Faulkner, Jesus, and Gore Vidal. His non-fiction works include The Art of

Teaching (2005), Why Poetry Matters (2008), and Promised Land: Thirteen

Books That Changed America (2008). He is the D. E. Axinn Professor of

English and Creative Writing at Middlebury College. He writes for various

publications, including The New York Times, The Guardian, and The

Chronicle of Higher Education.

  is a novelist, short story writer, and literary critic. He is Professor of

Nineteenth-Century Literature at Royal Holloway, University of London, where

he teaches both English literature and creative writing. His critical books include

The History of Science Fiction (2007) and H. G. Wells: A Literary Life (2019). He
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is the author of twenty novels, as well as novellas, parodies, and short stories. He is

a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

  is James O. Freedman Professor of Letters at the University of

Iowa. He is a literary critic specialising in close-grained verbal analysis in

nineteenth-century prose fiction, as well as a film critic and theorist. His books

on literature include Novel Violence (2009), The Deed of Reading (2015), The

One, Other, and Only Dickens (2018), The Value of Style in Fiction (2018), Book,

Text, Medium: Cross-Sectional Reading for a Digital Age (2020), and The Ways of

the Word: Episodes in Verbal Attention (forthcoming 2022).

  is a lecturer in the School of Literature, Drama and Creative

Writing at the University of East Anglia. He is the author of Jane Austen and the

Morality of Conversation (2003) and the editor of Emma: An Annotated Edition

(2012). He is currently writing a book on echoing and haunting in Victorian

writing. He reviews regularly for the Times Literary Supplement and in 2012 served

as a judge for the Man Booker Prize for fiction.

  is Vice-Master of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he is also a Fellow

and Director of Studies in English. He is the editor of three essay collections:

Dickens’s Style (2013), Poetry in the Making (2021), and On Style in Victorian

Fiction (2021). He has edited Dickens’s The Uncommercial Traveller (2015).

  is Senior Lecturer in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture at

the University of York. He is the author of a volume on Edward Lear (2018) in the

‘Writers and Their Work’ series and the co-editor (with Matthew Bevis) of Edward

Lear and the Play of Poetry (2016) and (with Anna Barton) of The Edinburgh

Companion to Nonsense (2021). He has written an introduction and notes to Alice

Goodman’s History Is Our Mother: Three Libretti (2017).

  is a literary critic, essayist, and novelist. He was the chief literary critic

at The Guardian from 1992 to 1995 and a senior editor at The New Republic from

1995 to 2007. In 1994, he served as a judge for the Booker Prize for fiction. He is

now a staff writer at The New Yorker and Professor of the Practice of Literary

Criticism at Harvard University. His works of criticism include The Broken Estate:

Essays on Literature and Belief (1999), The Irresponsible Self: On Laughter and

the Novel (2004), How Fiction Works (2008), The Fun Stuff (2012), and The

Nearest Thing to Life (2015). He has written two novels, The Book Against God

(2003) and Upstate (2018). His Serious Noticing: Selected Essays was published

in 2019.

   is Sterling Professor of English at Yale University. She

works on fiction from the eighteenth to the early twentieth century, including the
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novels of Henry James, and on the relations of literature and the visual arts. Her

books include Fictions of Modesty: Women and Courtship in the English Novel

(1991), Harems of the Mind: Passages of Western Art and Literature (2000), Art

of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the Realist Novel (2008), and Picture Titles:

How and Why Western Paintings Acquired Their Names (2015). She also writes

on literary and other topics for The New York Review of Books, London Review

of Books, and elsewhere.
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