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NATURE AND LITERARY STUDIES

Nature and Literary Studies offers a broad and accessible overview
of one of the most important and contested keywords in modern
literary studies. Drawing together the work of leading scholars of a
variety of critical approaches, historical periods, and cultural tradi-
tions, the book examines nature’s philosophical, theological, and
scientific origins in literature, as well as how literary representations
of nature evolved in response to colonialism, industrialization, and
new forms of scientific knowledge. Surveying nature’s diverse appli-
cations in twenty-first-century literary studies and critical theory, the
volume seeks to reconcile nature’s ideological baggage with its fun-
damental role in fostering appreciation of nonhuman existence and
agency. Including chapters on wilderness, pastoral, gender studies,
critical race theory, and digital literature, the book is a valuable
resource for students and professors seeking to understand nature’s
role in the environmental humanities.

  is Associate Professor of English at Lewis-Clark State
College in Idaho. His recent book The Concept of Nature in Early
Modern English Literature, published by Cambridge University Press,
traces a genealogy of ecology in seventeenth-century literature and
natural philosophy.

  is University Distinguished Professor of Environmental
Humanities at the University of Idaho. He was the founding presi-
dent of the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment
and edited the journal ISLE for twenty-five years. His many
books include Seeking Awareness in American Nature Writing and The
Routledge Handbook of Ecocriticism and Environmental Communication.
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  

Cambridge Critical Concepts focuses on the important ideas animating twentieth-
and twenty-first-century literary studies. Each concept addressed in the series has
had a profound impact on literary studies, as well as on other disciplines, and
already has a substantial critical bibliography surrounding it. This series captures
the dynamic critical energies transmitted across twentieth- and twenty-first-cen-
tury literary landscapes: the concepts critics bring to reading, interpretation and
criticism. By addressing the origins, development and application of these ideas,
the books collate and clarify how these particular concepts have developed, while
also featuring fresh insights and establishing new lines of enquiry.

Cambridge Critical Concepts shifts the focus from period- or genre-based literary
studies of key terms to the history and development of the terms themselves.
Broad and detailed contributions cumulatively identify and investigate the various
historical and cultural catalysts that made these critical concepts emerge as
established twenty-first-century landmarks in the discipline. The level will be
suitable for advanced undergraduates, graduates and specialists, as well as for
those teaching outside their own research areas, and will have cross-disciplinary
relevance for subjects such as history and philosophy.

Titles in the Series

Law and Literature
Edited by  

University of Western Australia

Time and Literature
Edited by  . 
University of Ottawa

The Global South and Literature
Edited by  -
University of Tübingen

Trauma and Literature
Edited by  

The College at Brockport, State University of New York

Food and Literature
Edited by  
San Francisco State University

Animals, Animality, and Literature
Edited by  ,     

Florida State University, University of Montreal
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Terrorism and Literature
Edited by  

San Diego State University

Climate and Literature
Edited by  

University of Surrey

Orientalism and Literature
Edited by  

SOAS, University of London

Decadence and Literature
Edited by     

Goldsmiths, University of London and Hunter College

Affect and Literature
Edited by  

University of Cambridge

Sound and Literature
Edited by  

King’s College London

Magical Realism and Literature
Edited by      

University of Cambridge and Wheaton College, Illinois

Surrealism
Edited by  

University of Melbourne

Globalisation and Literary Studies
Edited by  

University of Nottingham

www.cambridge.org/9781108836760
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83676-0 — Nature and Literary Studies
Edited by Peter Remien , Scott Slovic 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781108836760
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83676-0 — Nature and Literary Studies
Edited by Peter Remien , Scott Slovic 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

NATURE AND LITERARY

STUDIES

 

PETER REMIEN
Lewis-Clark State College

SCOTT SLOVIC
University of Idaho

www.cambridge.org/9781108836760
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83676-0 — Nature and Literary Studies
Edited by Peter Remien , Scott Slovic 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India

 Penang Road, #–/, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
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Coleridge, Emerson, and Nature (Edinburgh University Press, ).
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State University.
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University of California at Santa Barbara, where he is the inaugural
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He has published widely on the environment and early modern
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The world changed dramatically as we worked with our contributors to
complete this volume. Our initial outreach to potential chapter authors
occurred prior to the COVID- pandemic, but we began to receive drafts
and refine manuscripts in  while many of the contributing scholars
were wearing face masks, maintaining “social distance,” teaching classes
remotely, and enduring “lockdowns” of various kinds. Our relationships
with each other and with the realm of other-than-human nature shifted
accordingly.

Several of the contributors to this volume also wrote short essays
considering various environmental humanities responses to the coronavi-
rus pandemic for the Swedish website www.bifrostonline.org, exploring
how this public health crisis has inspired new thinking about human
vulnerability to environmental change, the messages we receive from
natural phenomena, the similarities and differences between government
lockdowns and unjust incarceration, how the pandemic is actually just one
facet of a much more complex “syndemic,” what it means to coexist on the
planet with other beings, and how we might wish to adjust our lives as
scholars and teachers (traveling less, eating differently) in order to support
a more just and sustainable civilization in the future.
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bolstered the scholarship and teaching of all of the participants, including
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during the past decade. In particular, we would like to nod to our
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and to remember our colleague Kota Inoue, thanking all of them for the
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for their work copyediting and producing the volume.
There is an ever-growing tsunami of environmental humanities schol-

arship, and it’s easy for new publications to disappear in the rising tide.
We hope readers will find this book, with its systematic historical arc and
its topical breadth, to be a unique contribution to the field.
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