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MANUEL II PALAIOLOGOS ( 1 350– 1425 )

Few Byzantine emperors had a life as rich and as turbulent as Manuel
II Palaiologos. A fascinating figure at the crossroads of Byzantine,
Western European and Ottoman history, he endured political tur-
moil, witnessed no less than three sieges by the Ottomans and
travelled as far as France and England. He was a prolific writer,
producing a vast corpus of literary, theological and philosophical
works. Yet despite his talent, Manuel has largely been ignored as an
author. This biography constructs an in-depth picture of him of as a
ruler, author and personality, as well as providing insight into his
world and times. It offers the first analysis of the emperor’s complete
oeuvre, focusing on his literary style, self-representation and philo-
sophical/theological thought. By focusing not only on political
events, but also on the personality, personal life and literary output
of Manuel, this biography paints a new portrait of a multifaceted
emperor.

siren çelik obtained her PhD at the University of Birmingham.
Her main research interests are Late Byzantine history, Byzantine
literature, history-writing and daily life. She has been a Junior Fellow
at Dumbarton Oaks and has received postdoctoral fellowships from
Koç University-ANAMED, Boğaziçi University and Harvard
University.
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In loving memory of Ruth Macrides (1949–2019)

Here is the work . . . pluck then the sweet fruit for yourself, you
who are the cause of it, for it was you who provided us with the
seed, and it was by you that the plantwas abundantly watered. . .
(Manuel II Palaiologos, upon sending his recent composition

to his teacher Demetrios Kydones, Letter 11)
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Chronology of Manuel II Palaiologos’ Life

1350: Manuel II is born
1354: John V becomes the sole emperor; John VI Kantakouzenos
abdicates

1366: Manuel accompanies his father John V to Buda and is left behind
as a hostage

1369: John V travels to Rome and officially converts to Catholicism;
Manuel is made despot of Thessalonike before the emperor’s
departure

1371: Manuel travels to Venice to bring funds to John V and is left
behind as a hostage; the Ottomans defeat the Serbians at the Battle of
Maritsa (26 September)

1373: The failed rebellion of Andronikos IV in May, Andronikos is
imprisoned; Manuel is made co-emperor and the heir to the throne
(25 September)

1376: Andronikos IV escapes from confinement and captures
Constantinople; John V, Manuel and Theodore are imprisoned at
the Tower of Anemas

1379: John V and his sons escape from Anemas and flee to the Ottoman
sultan; aided by the Ottomans, they re-enter Constantinople;
Andronikos flees to Pera with members of the imperial family as
hostages; more fighting ensues between the factions of John V and
Andronikos

1381/2: A truce is signed between John V and Andronikos IV in which
the latter is recognized as the heir to throne; Manuel loses his position
as heir

1382: Manuel’s younger brother Theodore I departs to Morea to assume
his position as despot; Manuel establishes a separatist rule in
Thessalonike and pursues a policy of aggression towards the
Ottomans

xii
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1383: The start of the Ottoman siege of Thessalonike
1385: John V and Andronikos IV engage in battle in Melitas near

Constantinople; the latter is defeated; Andronikos IV dies of disease
(28 June)

1387: Manuel abandons Thessalonike due to the ongoing Ottoman siege
and sails to Lesbos; the city surrenders to the Ottomans; Manuel stays
for a few months in Lesbos and then moves to Tenedos; afterwards he
travels to Bursa to submit to the sultan; John V exiles Manuel to
Lemnos

1389: Manuel returns to Constantinople from Lemnos; the Battle of
Kosova (15 June), the assassination of the Ottoman Sultan Murad I
and the accession of Bayezid I

1390: The rebellion of John VII; he captures Constantinople in April;
John V and Manuel lock themselves in the citadel of the Golden
Gate; Manuel sails to Rhodes to obtain help from the Hospitallers,
accompanied by Rhodian galleys. Manuel re-enters Constantinople
in September; John VII flees.

1391: While Manuel accompanies the Ottoman sultan on a campaign,
John V dies (15 February); Manuel enters Constantinople as the sole
emperor (8 March); in June, Manuel leaves Constantinople again to
participate in an Ottoman campaign

1392: Manuel returns from the Ottoman campaign in January; in
February, Manuel marries Helena Dragaš and is crowned emperor;
Manuel’s eldest son, the future John VIII, is born in December.

1393: Bayezid I conquers large territories in Bulgaria, Wallachia and
Greece; in 1393/4, Bayezid I gathers his Christian vassals in Serres,
including Manuel, Theodore and John VII; the sultan supposedly
contemplates murdering them

1394: Manuel disobeys Bayezid’s summons and as a result the eight-year
long Ottoman blockade of Constantinople commences

1396: The Crusade of Nikopolis (25 September), the Ottomans annihi-
late the crusading army; in the fall, the Church takes severe action
against anti-Palamites and sympathizers of Catholicism, many opt to
go into exile; the death of Manuel’s mother, Empress Helena
(November)

1397/8: Manuel’s teacher and friend Demetrios Kydones dies; Manuel
starts intense communications with Western European polities for
help; Despot Theodore of Morea sells Corinth to the Hospitallers

Chronology of Manuel II Palaiologos’ Life xiii
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1399: The French knight Mareschal Boucicaut arrives in Constantinople
with a small army; in December, Manuel appoints John VII as regent
and leaves Constantinople with Boucicaut for Europe

1400: In spring, Manuel sails away from the Morea, he then tours
various Italian cities; in June he arrives in Paris

1401: In December, Manuel arrives in London and returns to Paris
before the end of February

1402: Battle of Ankara takes place in July; Bayezid I is defeated and
captured by Tamerlane, and the Ottoman Empire starts to disinte-
grate. Manuel leaves Paris in June

1403: After visiting Genoa and experiencing travel delays in the Morea,
Manuel returns to Constantinople (June); Manuel ratifies John VII’s
peace treaty with Süleyman, the eldest son of Bayezid; John VII is
banished to Lemnos and later given the city of Thessalonike to rule

1405: The birth of Manuel’s fourth surviving son, the future
Constantine XI (8 February)

1407: The death of Manuel’s brother Theodore I, despot of Morea;
Manuel installs his son Theodore II as the new despot

1408: Manuel travels to the Morea; the death of John VII; Manuel
travels to Thessalonike in person and installs his son Andronikos as
despot of Thessalonike

1409: The ecclesiastical controversy about the investiture of Patriarch
Matthew reaches its peak; Manuel gets significantly involved in the
affair; Makarios of Ankyra is tried and condemned

1409–10: Manuel attempts to play one Ottoman prince against the other
in order to prevent the unification of the Ottoman Empire

1411: The Ottoman prince Musa lays a brief siege to Constantinople
1413: Battle of Çamurlu (July), supported by the Byzantines, and
Mehmed I defeats Musa and unifies the Ottoman lands

1414: John VIII marries Anna of Moscow; Manuel leads an expedition
against George Gattilusio for invading Thasos; Manuel Chrysoloras
attends the opening of the Council of Constance

1415: Manuel travels to the Morea and renovates the Hexamilion; the
Moreans rebel against the emperor on the account of the taxes
imposed due to the renovation

1421: The widowed John VIII marries Sophia of Monferrat, Theodore II
marries Cleope Malatesta; John VIII is crowned as co-emperor; the
death of Mehmed I; the Byzantines support Mustafa, a pretender to
the Ottoman throne, against Murad II

xiv Chronology of Manuel II Palaiologos’ Life
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1422: Murad II captures Mustafa; Murad II lays siege to Constantinople
in July; the Byzantines succeed in lifting the siege in August; the papal
legate arrives in Constantinople in September; Manuel has a stroke in
October

1423: The Byzantines again support another pretender to the Ottoman
throne against Murad II, this scheme, too, fails; the Ottomans attack
the Morea and Thessalonike; Despot Andronikos cedes Thessalonike
to the Venetians; John VIII travels to Hungary and Italy to seek aid

1424: John VIII continues his travels in Europe; a treaty with the
Ottomans is signed to the great disadvantage of Byzantium

1425: Manuel dies in July and is buried at the Pantokrator Monastery in
Constantinople

Chronology of Manuel II Palaiologos’ Life xv
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Historical Figures

Byzantine Rulers
John V Palaiologos (1341–91)
John VI Kantakouzenos (1347–54)
Matthew Kantakouzenos (1353–7), Despot of Morea (1380–1)
Andronikos IV Palaiologos (1376–9)
John VII Palaiologos (1390)
Andronikos V Palaiologos, nominally co-emperor, (1400–07?)
John VIII Palaiologos (declared co-emperor before 1408, 1425–48)
Manuel Kantakouzenos, Despot of Morea (1349–80)
Theodore I, Despot of Morea (1381–1407)
Theodore II, Despot of Morea (1407–43)

Ottoman Rulers
Murad I (1382–9)
Bayezid I (1389–1402)
Süleyman, prince and contender for the throne, (1402–11)
Musa, prince and contender to the throne, (1411–13)
Mehmed I (1413–21)
Murad II (1421–51)

Balkan and European Rulers
Charles IV, King of France (1380–1422)
Constantine Dejanović, Serbian ruler in eastern Macedonia (1379–95)
Francesco II Gattilusio, ruler of Lesbos (1384–1403/4)
Gian Galeazzo Visconti, first Lord, then duke of Milan (1385–95, 1395–

1402)
Richard II, king of England (1377–99)
Henry IV, king of England (1399–1413)
Martin I, king of Aragon (1396–1410)
Mircae I, ruler of Wallachia (1386–94, 1397–1418)
Nerio I Acciajuoli, duke of Athens (1385–94)
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Sigismund of Hungary, king of Hungary and Croatia (1387–1437),
among other titles, also Holy Roman Emperor (1433–7)

Stefan Lazarević, ruler of Moravian Serbia (1389–1417)

Popes
Urban V (1362–70)
Boniface IX (1389–1404)
Benedict XIII, pope in Avignon (1394–1415)
Martin V (1417–31)

Family, Literary Circle, Officials
Andronikos Palaiologos: the third surviving son of Manuel; despot of
Thessalonike

Antiochos: parakoimomenos of Manuel and a member of his entourage
during the European journey

Constantine Asanes: a correspondent and theios of Manuel
David and Damian: Manuel’s spiritual fathers
Demetrios Chrysoloras:Manuel’s correspondent and literary collabor-
ator; the mesazon of John VII in Thessalonike

Demetrios Kydones:Manuel’s teacher and friend, eminent statesman,
translator and literary figure

Demetrios Palaiologos: Manuel’s fifth surviving son
Helena Dragaš: Manuel’s empress consort
Helena Kantakouzene: the youngest daughter of John VI
Kantakouzenos; Manuel’s mother

Hilario Doria: mesazon and Manuel’s envoy; also his brother-in-law
George Gemistos Plethon: literatus and philosopher; author of several
addresses to Manuel

Isidore Glabas: archbishop of Thessalonike duringManuel’s rule in the
city in the 1380

Isidore of Kiev: monk and theologian, later the metropolitan of Kiev;
Manuel’s literary collaborator

Jean de Berry: duke of Berry, French King Charles IV’s uncle
Jehan II Le Maingre, Boucicaut: marshal of France, knight
John Chortasmenos: literatus and author of works addressed to
Manuel

Joseph Bryennios: theologian; Manuel’s literary and theological
collaborator

Makarios of Ankyra: metropolitan of Ankyra; Manuel’s opponent in
an ecclesiastical controversy concerning Patriarch Matthew

MakariosMakres:monk and theologian;Manuel’s literary collaborator
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Manuel Chrysoloras: literatus, diplomat and teacher; Manuel’s corres-
pondent and literary collaborator

Manuel Kalekas: literatus and theologian who engages in a polemic
with the emperor

Nicholas Kabasilas: literatus and theologian; Manuel’s correspondent
Patriarch Matthew: patriarch during the blockade of Constantinople;

his investiture becomes the cause of long-lasting ecclesiastical
controversy

Patriarch Euthymios: Manuel’s correspondent and literary
collaborator

Rhadenos: former student of Demetrios Kydones; Manuel’s compan-
ion in Thessalonike

Symeon of Thessalonike: archbishop of Thessalonike; Manuel’s
correspondent

Thomas Palaiologos: the sixth surviving son of Manuel
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