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“A path-breaking set of essays that examines the driving forces and
consequences of the transnationalization of criminal justice law and
policy, with reference to criminalizing global social problems, tackling
impunity for serious international crimes, and efforts to build human
rights penal standards. The work is guided by a coherent theory of the
varying roles of states in transnational legal orders. No student of con-
temporary criminal justice should miss the chance to learn from the
theory and case studies.”

David Nelken, King’s College London

“Norms of criminal justice, no less than crime itself, refuse to remain
neatly contained within national jurisdictions. Gregory Shaffer and Ely
Aaronson’s collection of essays illustrates the ways in which a reasonably
distinct transnational order has developed, become elaborated, and in
some cases encountered contradiction and resistance. One of the book’s
great insights is that the transnational legal ordering of criminal law has
in some ways empowered the state to reclaim its own legal authority.
Read this book, and you will appreciate the impossibility of dichotomiz-
ing the study of modern ‘national’ and ‘international’ criminal law.”

Beth A. Simmons, Andrea Mitchell University

Professor of Law, Political Science

and Business Ethics, University of Pennsylvania

“The norms, institutions, and practices of criminal justice systems
around the world have been deeply transformed in the last few decades
by globalization and many new international and transnational legal
regimes. Criminal justice, comparative law, and international law
scholars are still grappling with these changes. By applying the illumi-
nating theory of transnational legal ordering to criminal justice, this
impressive group of top scholars gathered in this book provides crucial
insights to make sense of these changes. This book is an essential tool for
anyone interested in them.”

Máximo Langer, Professor of Law and Director

of the Transnational Program on Criminal Justice,

UCLA School of Law
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TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL ORDERING
OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Hard and soft law developed by international and regional organizations,
transgovernmental networks, and international courts increasingly
shape rules, procedures, and practices governing criminalization, poli-
cing, prosecution, and punishment. This dynamic calls into question
traditional approaches that study criminal justice from a predominantly
national perspective or that dichotomize the study of international from
national criminal law. Building on socio-legal theories of transnational
legal ordering, this book develops a new approach for studying the
interaction between international and domestic criminal law and prac-
tice. Distinguished scholars from different disciplines apply this
approach in ten case studies of transnational legal ordering that address
transnational crimes such as money laundering, corruption, and human
trafficking; international crimes such as mass atrocities; and human
rights abuses in law enforcement. The book provides a comprehensive
treatment of the changing transnational nature of criminal justice policy
making and practice in today’s globalized world.

GREGORY SHAFFER is Chancellor’s Professor at the University of
California, Irvine. His publications include seven books and more than
one hundred articles and book chapters, including Constitution-Making

and Transnational Legal Order (with Ginsburg and Halliday, 2019),
Transnational Legal Orders (with Halliday, 2015), and Transnational

Legal Ordering and State Change (2013).

ELY AARONSON is Associate Professor at the University of Haifa,
Faculty of Law. His main areas of scholarship include legal history, socio-
legal theory, criminal justice, and comparative and transnational legal
theory. He is the author of From Slave Abuse to Hate Crime: The

Criminalization of Racial Violence in American History (2014).
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN LAW AND SOCIETY

Founded in 1997, Cambridge Studies in Law and Society is a hub for
leading scholarship in socio-legal studies. Located at the intersection of
law, the humanities, and the social sciences, it publishes empirically
innovative and theoretically sophisticated work on law’s manifestations
in everyday life: from discourses to practices, and from institutions to
cultures. The series editors have longstanding expertise in the interdis-
ciplinary study of law, and welcome contributions that place legal
phenomena in national, comparative, or international perspective.
Series authors come from a range of disciplines, including anthropology,
history, law, literature, political science, and sociology.

Series Editors

Mark Fathi Massoud, University of California, Santa Cruz

Jens Meierhenrich, London School of Economics and Political Science

Rachel E. Stern, University of California, Berkeley

A list of books in the series can be found at the back of this book.
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