
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

288  Index 

Index 

Adivasis, 63n5
advanced capitalist societies, 68
agrarian capitalism/agricultural capitalism, 

76, 80
agrarian capitalist class/agricultural 

capitalists, 74, 87, 97, 110, 204
agrarian change, 4, 7, 39n8, 110
agrarian classes, 7, 81, 204
agricultural growth, 77
Agricultural Labour Days Hired-in 

(ALDH), 87
Agricultural Labour Days Sold-out (ALDS), 

87
agricultural labourers, 44–45, 48, 52–53, 

74–75, 87, 103, 128–29, 134, 148, 
160n14, 161n28, 162n36, 186, 204, 
207

allied agriculture, 22, 32, 78, 149, 213–15
Andhra Pradesh, 76, 98, 111n11
annual per capita income, 20–25, 31, 33, 

154
artisans, 2, 22, 58–59, 68, 70, 78, 101, 

111n4, 123–24, 149, 213–15
aspirational cultural class, 3
aspirations, 4, 6–7, 17, 37, 38n5, 115–16, 

119n3, 143–44, 157, 161n29, 
162n29, 165, 203–04, 207–08, 210

average landholding, 47, 51, 84, 86, 99, 227

backward caste groups. See Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs), Scheduled Castes 
(SCs), Scheduled Tribe (STs)

bara balutedar system, 146, 162n32

Bhandal Basti, 49–50
big capitalists, 69
Bourdieu, Pierre, 4–6, 21–22, 158, 164, 

171, 203
Bourdieuian middle class, 200
Bourdieuian perspective, 61

ambition and aspiration of middle 
classes, 181–84

analysis of France’s academic world, 
162n29

approach to social classes, 6–7, 164–65, 
167, 170, 200, 208

class and consumption, interpreting, 
184–200

coexistence of social fields, 209
concept of distinction, 166–67, 170–78, 

180–81, 184–85, 189, 206–10
formation of rural middle classes, 8, 

175–81
habitus, 5, 166, 168–71, 206–09
Indian middle class, 170–75, 207
self-identified middle class, 176–81
social and cultural capital, 12, 62, 169, 

206, 208–09
social reality, 208
symbolic representation, 8

bourgeoisie, 2, 5, 67–69, 71–73, 111n3–4, 
112n14, 119n3, 121, 167

Brahmins, 16, 56, 58, 123, 125, 148–49, 
155–57, 213–17, 221–22, 227–32

bullock capitalists, 75

capital, 2–5, 7–9, 12, 14–16, 18, 27, 65, 
68–69, 71, 73–76, 80–82, 84, 

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   289

88–90, 93–94, 96–99, 101, 112n11, 
113n22, 115, 118, 121–22, 125–26, 
128, 132, 136, 143, 145, 156–58, 
158n3, 161–62n29, 162n38, 166, 
168–69, 171–73, 178–79, 182, 184, 
202n33, 204, 206, 208–210, 227

productive, 2, 4–5, 8, 68–69, 71–72, 
74, 76, 80, 84, 92, 96–97, 101, 
103, 105–06, 117, 120–21, 128, 
136, 142, 157, 158n3, 165, 200, 
204–05, 209, 228

profit-making, 96–97
unproductive, 97

capital accumulation, 66, 73, 76, 84, 93, 
111–12n11

capital conversion, 162n38
capitalism, 7, 67, 70–72, 77, 80, 123–25

agricultural, 76, 80
provincial, 76
regional, 76

capitalist class, 12, 66, 70–76, 81, 89, 91–
99, 101, 104–06, 111–12n11, 143, 
158n3, 204, 206

capitalist farmers, 76, 112n14, 158n3, 204
capitalist market, 2
capitalist mode of production, 2, 67–68
capitalist societies, 67–68, 71, 126

advanced, 68
modern, 68

capital ownership, 74, 81, 89–90, 97, 102
caste. 3–4, 8, 15–16, 27, 31, 38n3, 41–46, 

48–51, 53–58, 62–63n4, 63n8, 
64n18, 81–82, 114n42, 115–16, 
119n3, 122–28, 130, 142, 145–53, 
155–57, 158n4–8, 159n8, 160n18, 
162n31–32, 162n37, 163n39–42, 
201n22, 207, 212–17, 220,231, 240, 
258. See also Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs), Scheduled Castes (SCs), 
Scheduled Tribes (STs)

Dangar caste, 49, 53–54, 58, 92, 186
disparity in labour market, urban India, 

212–13

forward, 148–49, 155–57, 213–16, 
220–21, 223, 225–30

Gaurav caste, 177
impact of, 158n8
income differentiation, 156
income distribution, 216–21
Kunbi caste, 62n4
Lohar caste, 57–58, 162n32
Mahar caste, 48–49, 56–58, 158n8, 

162n32
Mali caste, 51, 53–54, 57, 92, 94–95, 

99, 103, 131–32, 180, 186
Mang/Matang caste, 57–58, 162n32
Maratha caste, 56, 62n4, 92, 94, 99, 

153–54
Mulani caste, 58
occupational distribution, rural India, 

149, 213–15
Ramoshi caste, 56
relationship between occupation and, 

57–58, 127–28, 162n32
Shudra caste, 126
source of income, urban India, 213
upper, 15, 75, 127, 156, 161n31, 

162n34, 163n42, 213, 226, 
229–30

caste–class debate, in India, 125–28
caste compositions, 31, 41, 46, 63n8, 

64n18, 116, 127, 147
of classes in rural Maharashtra, 229–30
of Rahatwade and Nandur, 55–58
of rural middle class, 34, 110, 122, 156–

58, 163n41–42, 181, 204
of urban middle class, 228–29

casual labourer/casual employment, 87, 90, 
100–03, 107, 112n16, 132, 136, 
139–40, 159n14, 160n14, 161n28, 
207, 211

casual contract, 112, 139–40
Centre for the Study of Developing 

Societies, CSDC-Lokniti, 26, 39n13, 
127

Chambhar, 162n32

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

290  Index 

Chibber, Vivek, 3
Chougula, 162n32
class-ambiguous transformations, 66, 110
class boundaries, 6–7, 61, 74, 145, 157–58, 

167, 208
classes of labour, 66, 81–82, 90–91, 99–102, 

104, 110, 112n16, 158n3, 204–06
class identity, 5, 12, 17–18, 61, 126, 159n8, 

172, 204, 207
colonial middle class, 13–15
comfortable middle class, 28–35, 37–38, 

157, 231
commercial capital, 113n22
commercial (or acquisition) classes, 115, 

118–22, 136–37, 150, 210
Communist Manifesto (Marx), 70
consumer durables, ownership of, 21–22, 

26–27, 40n16, 89, 94, 97
consumer goods, 18, 31, 33, 89, 96, 117–

18, 130, 144, 146, 150–52, 171–73, 
176, 186, 198–200, 207, 229

consumption, 4, 8, 16–21, 26, 38, 70–71, 
77, 112, 118, 126, 129, 132, 158, 
161n27, 165, 170, 172–73, 176, 
184–86, 192, 194, 198–200, 202, 
207, 210, 227–30, 259, 262–64, 
184–200

contemporary India, 62, 120, 125, 129
contested theory, 4
contestation in Indian society, 38n3
contradictory class locations, 4, 73

within class relations, 72–73
credentials, 5, 10n12, 18, 21, 26, 115, 118, 

120–21, 128–29, 137, 142, 145, 
161n29, 168, 184, 202n33, 204–05, 
207, 210, 230

cultivation, 22, 32, 36, 47, 57–58, 78, 84, 
92, 98, 103, 137–38, 149, 151–52, 
213–15, 224–26, 234, 251–52

cultural capital, 3, 5, 12, 15, 62, 164, 
168–69, 172–73, 178, 183–84, 202, 
206, 208, 210

embodied, 168–69, 172

institutionalised, 168, 172
objectified, 168, 172

Dalit Basti, 48–49
Dalits, 63n5, 147, 154, 159n8, 181
developing countries, 1, 17, 39n13

middle class in, 11, 111n3
Dhangar Basti, 49
Dhangars, 49, 51, 53–54, 56–58, 92, 94, 99, 

101, 103, 147–48, 150–52, 182, 186
Dhor, 162n32
distinction, 2, 5–6, 8, 10n15, 16, 18, 42, 

48, 63, 71, 81, 122–24, 126, 139, 
158n5, 162, 166–67, 170–76, 178, 
180–81, 184–85, 189, 206–10

diversification, 4, 51, 203
economic, 65, 74, 76, 83, 111–12n11
non-farm, 76, 84, 87
rural livelihood, 76

domination, 5, 8, 44, 72–73, 209
dry land, 44, 51, 54, 84, 103, 109, 235, 251
Dudhane Basti, 49
Dumont, L., 125
Durkheim, Émile, 2, 166

economic capital, 5, 12, 15, 62, 69, 184, 
202, 202n33, 209–10

economic liberalisation, 3, 8–9, 13, 15, 
17–18, 66, 77–79, 170–72, 181, 
203, 210

Economy and Society (Weber), 116–17, 120
education, 13–15, 17–19, 21, 26, 29, 31–

32, 40n16, 45, 58, 62n4, 65, 69, 89, 
93–97, 107, 109–10, 115–21, 125, 
127–29, 135–37, 139–40, 142–47, 
150, 151–53, 156–57, 159n8, 161–
62n29, 163n38, 165–66, 168–73, 
175–76, 178–84, 186, 189, 193–94, 
198, 201n12, 202n33, 204–07, 
209–10, 224–30

adult, 26, 150–53, 224–30
colonial-based English, 13–14
employment status and, 135–36, 139–40

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   291

English-medium, 13, 143, 162n38, 171, 
176, 181, 183–85, 193–94, 207, 
209

formal, 21, 26, 95, 112n13, 114, 120–
21, 129, 137, 144

higher, 11, 26, 29, 32, 37, 45, 51, 54, 
58, 82, 97, 109, 112, 128, 130, 
135, 138, 143–45, 149, 156, 
159, 161–62n29, 168, 194, 196, 
202n33, 213, 217, 227, 231–32 
161n29, 201n33

private, 19, 96, 145, 150, 179
proportion of total expenditure, 226
relationship between income and, 

222–24
educational capital, 118, 121
educational institutions, 15, 17, 42, 145, 157
education index, 26
elites, 14–16, 116

Hindu, 15
Maratha, 43
rural, 9, 43, 210

embodied cultural capital, 172
employment status

caste and, 149, 213–15
class position and, 140
education and, 139–40

English-medium schooling, 13, 143, 
162n38, 171, 176, 181, 183–85, 
193–94, 207, 209

entrepreneurship, 15–16, 32, 38n3, 65, 76, 
118, 120, 136–38, 159n7

ethnicity, 3, 158n5
ethnic segregation, 158n5
ethnocentrism, 6
exchange labour, 64, 89–90, 97, 99–100, 

102
exploitation, 5, 8, 67, 72–74, 71–72, 80–81, 

87–88, 104, 112–13n18, 142, 209, 
97, 100, 208–09

exploitation-centred concept of class, 8, 72
exploitation of labour, 67, 73–74, 80–81, 

87–88, 104, 142, 209

factories and enterprises, 16, 51–54, 60, 
65, 69, 82–83, 93–96, 98, 101, 104, 
107–10, 116, 118, 124, 129–32, 
134, 139–44, 157, 159, 174, 179, 
182–83, 192–94, 211–12

factory capitalism, 67
family labour, 64n17, 68, 80–82, 84, 88–

90, 93, 95–103
farm-owning industrial working class, 74, 

102–03
farm-owning skilled workers, 89, 91, 96–99, 

102–06, 204
‘field,’ Bourdieu’s notion of, 169, 172–73, 

184, 209
forward castes, 148–49, 155–57, 213–17, 

220–21, 223–32

Gãvãta (the main village), 48, 50, 53–54, 
101, 129–30

gender, 3–4, 45, 81, 88, 98, 107, 157, 161, 
167, 172, 207, 231, 243, 250

geographic and social identity, 48–50
Giddens, Anthony, 5, 10n18, 121
globalisation, 11, 18, 172
Gopal, 57
Gore Basti, 49
Green Revolution, 19, 39n8, 44, 66, 75–76, 

79, 83, 112n14
Gujarat, 76
Gurav community, 53, 57–58, 162n32, 177

habitus, 5, 166, 168–71, 206–09
HDPI survey, 7, 10n22, 66, 78–79, 116, 

149, 163n37, 214, 216
Hindu nationalist organisations, 171
Hindus, 15, 42, 58, 123
home ownership, 23, 33, 48, 52
Honar, 57
household income, 221–22, 228

annual, 39n9, 92, 94, 97, 99, 102–03, 
159n14

distribution of, 137–39, 149, 155, 
216–20

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

292  Index 

sources of, 21–23, 31, 33, 36, 39n14, 
52, 60, 63n10, 78–79, 113n36, 
132, 135, 147, 160n15, 212–15

spending of, 184
Household Survey Questionnaire, 230
household surveys, 6, 60, 64n14, 67, 103, 

107, 116, 153, 163n36, 165, 174, 
230

identity
class, 5, 12, 17–18, 61, 126, 159n8, 172, 

204, 207
geographic and social, 48–50
religious, 15
social and cultural, 3, 48, 111–12n11

income distribution, 116, 153–56, 163n40, 
217–22, 229

income sources, 47, 59, 63n10, 73, 137–38, 
140, 213–15

India Human Development Survey (IHDS-I 
and IHDS-II), 7, 10n22, 13, 20, 
22–31, 33–37, 41, 66, 78–79, 116, 
148–49, 154–57, 162n37, 212–13, 
215–23

India Human Development Survey II (2011–
12), 7

Indian political economy surveys, 7
Indira-era austerities, 17
industrial capitalism, 67
industrialisation, 4, 7–9, 17, 39n8, 45, 

53, 62, 65–68, 76, 83, 95, 107, 
110, 114–15, 119, 121, 124–25, 
128, 130, 141, 145–46, 150, 157, 
161n18, 194, 204–05, 210

class differentiations due to, 65
economic impact of caste system, 124–25
employment opportunities, 69, 107
formation of middle class and, 45
impact of, 69, 83, 128, 130, 145, 194
labour contractors and, 141
local, 150
price of land and, 95
rural, 7, 17, 38n8, 65–67, 76, 83, 110, 

119, 121, 157, 204–05

transformation in labour class, 69, 107, 
115, 145–46

industrial labour contractors, 74, 93–95, 141
informational capital, 168, 178
institutionalised cultural capital, 172
intermediate classes, 2, 9n6, 70, 75
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 17
irrigated land, 48, 51–52, 84–86, 92, 94–

96, 99, 101–06
irrigated landholding, 47

jajmani system, 83, 126–27
Jangam, 57–58
Joshi, 57

Kamble, 48
Kamble Basti, 48–49
Kanjarbhat, 57
kirana shop (grocery store), 48, 53
Koli, 56–57, 162n32
Kumbhar, 162n32
Kunbis, 42

labour, 2–5, 7–8, 10n12, 12, 14, 21–23, 27, 
57, 60, 64n17, 65–74, 77, 80–83, 
86–01, 103–04, 106–07, 109–10, 
112n16, 112n18, 113n30, 114n42, 
115–25, 127–28, 132, 135–36, 
138–42, 145, 147–48, 159–60n14, 
160n23, 161n28, 162n37, 179, 182, 
204–07, 209–10, 212–13, 246, 249, 
251

labour contractors, 52, 54, 74, 89, 93–95, 
132, 138, 140–42, 179, 182, 212

labour-exploitation ratio, 80–81, 87–88, 97, 
100, 104, 112, 142

labour markets, 5, 8, 10n12, 22, 27, 62, 
74, 81, 88–89, 94, 115–22, 127–30, 
132, 135–36, 140, 142, 145, 148–
49, 153, 156, 161n28, 162n37, 173, 
204–06, 209–10, 212–13

labour relations, 7–8, 60, 66, 80–81, 87–90, 
99, 107, 110, 204

land ownership, distribution of, 48, 51–52, 
68, 80, 84–86, 104, 150, 153, 225

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   293

landowning capitalist class, 66, 89, 91–93, 
96, 105–06, 158n3, 206

leisure activities, 170, 199
Licence Raj, 17
Lingayat, 57
livelihood changes, patterns of, 4, 12, 47, 

60, 63n8, 65–67, 76, 78, 82, 84, 87, 
100–02, 110, 150, 175, 205

Lohar caste, 57–58, 162n32
Lorenz curves, 155, 163n40
lower middle class, 28–35, 37–38, 157, 165, 

175–76, 186, 188, 195–99, 231–32
lowest class, 28–29, 33–35, 157, 229–30

macroeconomic surveys, 66–67, 116
Maharashtra, 1, 6–7, 41–45, 54–58, 

62n2–3, 76, 107–08, 112n14, 125, 
128, 146, 161n31, 162n32, 163n42, 
181, 204, 232. See also Nandur; 
Rahatwade

Maratha dominance, 42
Nomadic Tribes (NT-C) in, 56, 58
rural middle classes in, 204–07, 229–30
Shetkari Sanghatana farmers’ movement, 

43
sugar cooperatives of, 43

Mahars, 48–49, 56–58, 159n8, 162n32
Malis, 51, 53–54, 57, 92, 94–95, 99, 103, 

131–32, 180, 186
Mang/Matang caste, 57–58, 162n32
manual labouring households, 22–23, 

30–31, 34–35, 39n14, 40n16, 
60–61, 64n17, 68–69, 72, 78, 87, 
118–20, 122, 135–36, 139, 147–48, 
153, 157, 158n3, 170, 175, 178–81, 
195–98, 206, 209, 230

Maratha-led anti-Brahmin movement, 42
Marathas, 42, 46, 48–50, 54, 56–57, 62n2, 

62n4, 84, 92, 94, 99, 103, 147–48, 
150–54, 178–79, 182

class division among, 153
dominance of, 42–44
in Nandur, 58

population, 42
of Rahatwade, 47, 57, 153–54

marketable capital, 5, 122, 132, 136, 157, 
206

market situation, 5–6, 117, 119, 209
Marx, Karl, 2, 4–8, 9n4, 21, 65, 67–71, 83, 

101, 103–04, 110n1, 111n2, 112n7, 
116–120, 123, 158, 164, 167, 170, 
174, 203–09

criticism of, 68
Das Kapital, 67–69

Marxist analysis, 3, 22, 186
capitalist mode of production, 67
class categorisation in rural India, 80–82 

(see also Nandur; Rahatwade)
classes, notion of, 66–71, 110, 114n42, 

115, 118
historical materialism, 116
idea of Indian villages, 83
labouring classes, 103–09
officials, 68
ownership, notion of, 8, 66, 69, 72, 80–

81, 84–85, 88–90, 97, 103–04, 
110, 204–05

owners of means of production 
(bourgeoisie), 67

petty bourgeoisie, 68
physicians, 68
problem of conceptualising middle class, 

71–74
rural middle class, 204–05
workers (proletariat), definition, 67

means of production, 8, 19, 22, 42, 45, 
66–67, 72–75, 80, 84, 89, 93, 95, 
97, 99, 109–10, 116–17, 204–05

Ricardo’s views, 111n2
merchants’ capital, 113n22
middle class, 1, 163n42

ambition and aspiration of, 181–84
caste composition of, 127, 156–58, 

158n8
colonial, 13–15
consumption practices, 26–27, 184–200

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

294  Index 

definition, 39n13
economic liberalisation policies and, 17
elite, 14, 16
households, 59–62
in India, 19–23
Jeffrey’s argument on formations, 38n6
lifestyle, 26–27
lower, 28–35, 37–38, 38n6, 157, 165, 

186, 188, 195–99, 229–30, 
175–76

new, 17–19
post-independence, 13, 15–16, 19, 

42–43, 126–27
post-liberalisation, 17–18
property ownership, 120–21, 175–76
in relation to position of women, 180
self-sufficiency of, 83, 176–77, 179–80, 

207
status, 7, 17, 19, 37–38, 46, 58–59, 61, 

98, 111n4, 115–16, 119, 122–27, 
135–36, 139, 157, 158n1, 
158n4–5, 159n8, 161–62, 166, 
168, 172–75, 178–79, 183, 185, 
199–201, 227–28

straddling, 66, 89, 96–97, 102, 104, 
204–05

upper, 28–32, 34–38, 157, 165, 171, 
175–78, 182, 189, 191, 195–99, 
229–30

middle-class-ness, 6, 8, 21–22, 175–76, 
178, 207, 209–10

middle middle class, 164–65, 174–76, 178, 
186, 189–91, 195–99, 262

migration, 4, 54, 63n9, 77, 107–08, 146
inward migration, 51, 63n9

mode of production, 2, 67–68
modern capitalist society, 68
modernisation, 2
Mordara Basti, 50
Mulani caste, 57–58, 99, 130
Muslims, 15, 46–47, 49, 53–54, 56–58, 85, 

99, 147–48, 151–52, 177

Naik, 162n32
Nandur, 6, 8, 10n21, 41–42, 45–46, 51–58, 

60–61, 63–65, 74, 77–79, 81–97, 
99–110, 113n20, 113n22–32, 
113n34, 113n39–41, 115–16, 
127–39, 141–146, 148–152, 156, 
159n9–11, 161n16–17, 161n19–
21, 161n24–26, 161n28–29, 
162–63n32–34, 163n39, 165, 173, 
177, 179–80, 182, 186–90, 194, 
201n8–11, 201n17–18, 201n20, 
201n23–27, 202n29, 202n32, 
202n38, 204–07, 210

average landholding, 51, 86, 99
caste composition of, 55–58
castes of, 145–56
categorising classes in, 82–84
classification of households in, 91
communication devices possession, 197
domestic appliance possession, 196
economic classes, 88–90
family engagement in agriculture, 88
farm-owning industrial working class, 

66, 74, 89, 91, 96–97, 102–06, 
204

farm-owning skilled workers, 66, 90–91, 
96–97, 102, 104–06, 204

interior design of ‘living rooms’ in, 8, 
165, 176, 186, 189, 198–200

labour contractors, 140–42
land and home ownership and access to 

basic amenities in, 52
land distribution in, 84–86
landless labouring class, 104
landowning capitalist class, 92
manual labouring households in, 60
map of, 55
middle-class formation in, 122, 135–37
net hired labour days, 87
new capitalist class, 94
non-farm activities in, 79
non-farm occupations in, 211–12
non-labouring households, 61

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   295

occupational classes in, 137–40
occupational patterns in, 161n28
petty commodity producers (PCPs), 

99–100
physical structure of, 53–55
process of industrialisation in, 115, 121
rural middle classes, 116, 156–58
self-identified middle-class households, 

174, 176, 178–79, 188, 191
skills, education and qualifications of 

individuals, 142–45, 161n29
social classes, 165
social media use in, 198
social relations in, 81
socio-economic characteristics of, 

128–34
sofa set possession, 199
use of outside labour, 87
vehicle ownership, 195
water supply in, 93

Nav Buddha, 48–49, 56–58
Nehru, J., 14, 16, 75

Gandhian–Nehruvian idealism, 16
Nehruvian socialism, 16, 17

neo-Marxists, 71–74
Net Agricultural Labour Days (NALD), 

87–91, 93, 96–97, 99–100, 103–06
new capitalist class, 66, 89, 91, 93–96, 99, 

104–06, 143, 158n3, 206
new social movements, 9n11
Nhawi, 162n32
Nomadic Tribes (NT-C), 46, 56–58
non-agricultural labourers, 94, 96
non-labouring households, 22–23, 27–31, 

34–35, 39n14, 60–61, 87, 90–91, 
97, 99, 102, 105–06, 129–30, 135, 
139, 144, 148, 153–54, 163n39, 
194–98, 209

categorisation, 2011–2012, 28–29
non-property capital, 118, 121

objectified cultural capital, 172
officials, Marx’s view, 68

organised business, 22, 32, 78, 149, 213–15
Other Backward Classes (OBCs), 42, 46, 

62n4, 103, 223
income distributions, 155, 213–15
occupational distribution among, 149, 

214
in rural India, 157
in rural Maharashtra, 49, 51, 53, 56–58, 

99, 103, 147–48
socio-economic variables, 151–52, 

225–27
in urban India, 229–30

Parits (Dhobis), 57–58, 162n32
peasantry/peasantries, 2, 42, 44, 67–69, 

74–75, 77, 81, 111n7, 112n14, 120, 
124

poor peasants, 77, 81
rich peasants, 81
upper middle peasants, 100

petty bourgeoisie, 2, 68, 71–73, 111n3–4, 
119n3, 121

petty commodity producers (PCPs), 2, 59, 
65–66, 82, 89, 99–101, 204–05

physical capital, 69, 73, 89
physicians, Marx’s view, 68
political economy, 3, 7, 19, 41, 62n2, 68, 

70, 74, 110, 210
poor class, 16, 37, 77, 81, 130–31, 150, 

154–55, 158n8, 162n36, 164–65, 
170, 174–81, 193–99

post-independence middle class, 15–17
postcolonial, 2–3
postmodernism, 3
poststructuralism, 3
poverty lines, 20, 23–24, 39n10, 40n16
Prakash, Gyan, 3
private school, 143, 163n38, 176, 182–83, 

185, 201n12, 243, 253, 260
productive capital, 4–5, 68–69, 80, 96, 128, 

157, 209
profit-making capital, 96–97
proletariats, 2, 5, 67, 69, 111n7, 167

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

296  Index 

property classes, 115, 117–18, 120, 158n3
negatively privileged, 118, 158n3
positively privileged, 118, 158n3

property market, 117, 120, 135–36
property ownership, 117, 120–21, 175–76
provincial capitalism, 76

Rahatwade, 1, 6, 8, 10n21, 41–42, 44–58, 
60–61, 62n4, 63n9, 64n11–12, 
64n17–18, 65–66, 74, 77–79, 81–
88, 90–94, 96–97, 99–100, 102–05, 
107–10, 113n22–24, 113n28–29, 
113n34, 115–16, 127–30, 132, 134–
39, 141–42, 144–50, 153–54, 156, 
161n22, 161n28–29, 162–63n32, 
163n35, 163n39, 165, 173–176, 
178–79, 182, 188, 191, 193–200, 
201n12–17, 213n19–20, 201n28, 
202n30, 202n35–37, 202n40, 
202n43, 194, 204–07, 210–11

average landholding, 47, 84, 99
caste composition of, 55–58
castes of, 56, 145–56
categorising classes in, 82–84
classification of households in, 91
communication devices possession, 197
domestic appliance possession, 196
economic classes, 88–90
family engagement in agriculture, 88
farm-owning industrial working class, 

102–03
farm-owning skilled workers, 96–97, 99
interior design of ‘living rooms’ in, 8, 

165, 176, 186, 189, 198–200, 207
labour contractors, 140–42
land and home ownership and access to 

basic amenities in, 48
land distribution in, 84–86
landless labouring class, 104
landowning capitalist class, 92
manual labouring households in, 60
map of, 49–50
middle-class formation in, 122, 135–37

net hired labour days, 87
new capitalist class, 94
non-farm activities in, 79
non-farm occupations in, 211–12
non-labouring households, 61
occupational classes in, 137–40
occupational patterns in, 161n28
petty commodity producers (PCPs), 

99–100
physical structure of, 48–51
process of industrialisation in, 115, 121
residence of Dalit agricultural labouring 

family in, 188
rural middle classes, 116, 156–58
self-identified middle-class households, 

174, 176, 178–79, 191
skills, education and qualifications of 

individuals, 142–45, 161n29
social classes, 165
social media use in, 198
social relations in, 81
socio-economic characteristics of, 64, 

128–34
sofa set possession, 199
use of outside labour, 87
vehicle ownership, 195
water supply in, 93

Ramoshis, 56–57
regional capitalism, 76
regional capitalists, 76
religion, 58, 114n42, 124–25, 169
religious identity, 15
rich class, 155, 165, 174–81, 193–99
rich Dalits, 154
rich farmers/rich peasants, 19, 75, 81, 

112n13–14, 121
rich Marathas, 43, 154
rotational employment, 132, 139–40
rural capitalism, 7, 76
rural capitalist class, 75–76, 111n11
rural class formation, 38n8, 41, 66, 74, 122
rural economy, 4, 9, 77, 79, 112n18, 203, 

210

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   297

rural industrialisation, 7, 39n8, 65, 76, 83, 
110, 119, 204–05

rural middle class, 34–36
rural non-farm sector, 77–78
rural societies, 1–2, 126

Said, Edward, 3
salaried employment, 12, 22, 31–32, 36–37, 

63n10, 72, 78, 121, 149, 159n14, 
160, 213–14, 228, 230 

approximate annual income from, 137–
39, 159n14

caste population engaged in, 149, 
213–15

changes in household income, 78, 213
growth in, 78
as main source of household income, 

31–32, 36
middle class, 31–32, 36–37, 59
over representation, 31, 36–37
SC households in rural India, 149, 214
in upper caste groups, 213

Scheduled Castes (SCs), 44, 46, 58, 103, 
155–57, 207, 212–17, 220–21, 
223–30

access to reservations, 149
average annual income, 216, 220–21, 

223
in Borate Basti, 54
clusters of villages, 45
in Gãvãta, 53
landless, 53, 86, 134
landowning households, 53, 84
level of adult education, 225
livelihood of, 145, 147–49, 152, 213–14
low work participation rates, 45
in Nandur, 57, 94, 148, 150, 152, 156
occupational distribution among, 

214–15
in Rahatwade, 10, 46, 48–51, 54, 56, 

58, 60–61, 63–65, 74, 78, 82–88, 
90–94, 96–100, 102–05, 107, 
113n20, 113n22–24, 113n28, 
115–16, 127–29, 132, 134–39, 

141–42, 145–51, 153–54, 156, 
161n28–29, 163n29, 165, 
173–74, 178–79, 182, 188, 191, 
193–96, 198, 200, 205–06, 211

in rural Maharashtra, 56, 229–30
salaried employment, 149
socio-economic indicators, 225–28
status in caste hierarchy, 58
in urban India, 225–29

Scheduled Tribes (STs), 45–46, 54, 84, 145, 
147–52, 155, 207, 217, 221

access to educational institutions, 157
access to reservations, 156
average annual income, 216, 220–21, 

223
income distribution, 156
landless households, 150
landowning, 150
livelihood, 156, 212–15
in Nandur, 57–58
occupational distribution among, 214
in Rahatwade, 56, 84–85
in rural Maharashtra, 56, 229–30
socio-economic indicators, 225–28
source of household income, 149
status in caste hierarchy, 58
in urban India, 225–29

second lowest class, 28–29, 33–35, 157, 
229–32

self-identified middle classes, 7, 37–38, 41, 
59, 61, 150, 165, 170, 173–82, 184, 
186, 188–91, 194–95, 197–99, 207, 
209–10

self-perpetuating class, 15
Simmel, Georg, 2
simple polarisation of class structure, 5, 71
small-scale industries, 12, 16–17, 19, 75–77, 

93, 101, 212
dairy production business, 148
sugarcane farming, 95, 98

social and cultural identity, 111n11
social capital, 5, 12, 15, 62, 161–62n29, 

173, 182, 184, 208–10

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

298  Index 

social classes, 4, 6, 68, 115, 119–20, 164–
70, 174, 181, 200, 201n33

social identity, 3, 48
social networks, 21, 27, 29, 33, 115, 117–

21, 128, 140–42, 145–46, 150–53, 
156, 162n29, 184, 210, 222–30

social relations of production, 88, 204
Sonar, 57–58, 162n32
South Asian studies, 3
state, 2, 9, 11–16, 19, 42–43, 58–59, 62, 

68, 74–75, 77, 89, 91–92, 95–97, 
111n7, 112n13–14, 114n42, 121, 
125, 159n7, 168, 203, 210

status, 7, 17, 19, 31, 36–38, 42–43, 46, 
50–51, 58–59, 61, 98, 116, 119, 
122–27, 135–36, 139, 157, 158n4, 
158n8, 161n27, 161n29, 166, 168, 
172–75, 178–79, 183, 185, 199–
200, 208, 225, 227, 230

straddling middle class, 66, 89, 96–97, 102, 
104, 204–05

strata, 69–70, 104, 121, 222–24
stratification, 9, 41, 44–48, 59–62, 70, 

87, 90, 115–16, 122–23, 145–46, 
158n1, 168, 207, 210

subaltern, 2–3, 9n7
surplus accumulation, 208–09
Sutar, 162n32

Tamil Nadu, 44, 76, 112n18, 128
Tönnies, Ferdinand, 2
trade liberalisation, 17

unproductive class, 5, 68, 70–72, 110
upper castes, 15, 75, 127, 156, 161n31, 

162n34, 163n42, 213, 226, 229–30
upper class, 28–30, 33–35, 156–57, 

163n42, 171, 229–30
upper middle class, 28–32, 34–38, 157, 

165, 171, 175–78, 182, 189, 191, 
195–99, 229–30

upward mobility, 119, 161n29
urban middle-class labour market, 212–13

Vadar, 57

Wacquant, Loïc, 5
wage, 12, 44, 59–60, 63n10, 64n16–17, 

67–69, 71–74, 78–79, 81–82, 
88–89, 93–94, 101–03, 105–06, 
111n12, 118, 121, 124, 128, 131, 
136, 145, 148–50, 153, 156, 160, 
163n36, 179, 181, 209, 212–13, 
230, 249–51

wage labourers, 22–23, 31, 59, 60, 63n10, 
64n16, 67–68, 74, 78–79, 82, 93, 
101, 105–06, 131, 136, 145, 148–
50, 153, 156, 159n14, 160, 164n16, 
179, 181, 209, 213–14

Washington Consensus, 17
Weber, Max, 2, 4–6, 8, 21, 164, 167–68, 

170, 174, 203, 208, 210, 223, 225. 
See also Weberian perspectives

Weberian perspectives
caste composition, 127, 156–58
castes as status groups, 122–25
castes of Rahatwade and Nandur, 

145–56
categorisation of classes, 22, 115–20
criticism of Marx, 119, 202
distinction between caste and ethnicity, 

158n5
distinction between classes and status 

groups, 122
education, 142–45
idea of status ranking, 126
‘life chances’, conception of, 8, 117, 142, 

145, 156, 208–10
middle classes, 1, 5–6, 8–9, 9n1–2, 

11–14, 18, 21, 26, 28, 31–35, 
37, 68–71, 87, 91, 110, 120–22, 
127, 135–37, 143, 147, 150, 
156, 161n27, 179–80, 186, 200, 
205–06

occupational patterns in Rahatwade and 
Nandur, 135–40

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83633-3 — Contested Capital
Maryam Aslany 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index   299

relations of domination, 5, 8
role of labour contractors, 140–42
socio-economic context of Rahatwade 

and Nandur, 128–34
status, conception of, 122–26, 157, 

158n4
status groups, 122–25

working class, 3, 14, 18, 66, 71–74, 90–91, 
97, 99, 101–06, 110, 114n42, 
119n3, 121, 204, 206

World Bank, 17
Wright, Erik Olin, 4, 71–73, 111n3–5, 

159n12

Zamindari Abolitions, 75

www.cambridge.org/9781108836333
www.cambridge.org

