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NON-CANONICAL ENGLISH SYNTAX

The term non-canonical syntax generally refers to deviations from
‘typical’ word order. These represent a fascinating phenomenon in
natural language use. With contributions from a team of renowned
scholars, this book presents a range of case studies on non-canonical
syntax across historical, register-based, and non-native varieties of
English. Each chapter investigates a different non-canonical construc-
tion and assesses to what extent it can be called ‘non-canonical’ in a
theory-based and frequency-based understanding of non-canonical
syntax. A range of state-of-the-art methodologies are used, highlight-
ing that an empirical approach to non-canonical syntactic construc-
tions is particularly fruitful. An introduction, a synopsis, a
terminological chapter, and three section introductions frame the
case studies and present overviews of the theory behind non-
canonical syntax and previous work, while also illustrating open
questions and opportunities for future research. The volume is essen-
tial reading for advanced students of English grammar and
researchers working on non-canonical syntax and syntactic variation.
This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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  : -   

  

. Introduction: Trying to Hit a Moving Target:
(Non-)Canonical Word Order in the History of English 

Marianne Hundt

. Full-Verb Inversion in the History of English: Continuation
or Emergence of a Non-Canonical Word Order? 

Gea Dreschler

. There’s thieves in the house: Existential there-Constructions
in Late Modern English 

Claudia Lange

. ’Tis goodly language this, what would it mean? Demonstrative
ProTags in the History of English 

Louise Mycock and Sharon Glaas

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

  : -   -
  

. Introduction: Different Ways of Saying Different Things:
Non-Canonical Syntax in Registers of English 

Heidrun Dorgeloh and Anja Wanner

. The President wide awake at : AM tweeting about CNN:
Informational Non-Canonical Reduced Structures in TV
News Broadcasts 

Douglas Biber, Stacey Wizner, and Randi Reppen

. What was it about it that you loved? Clefts in Evaluative
Language 

Teresa Pham

. Cognitive Complexity and Non-Canonicity: Zooming
in on Particle Placement 

Christine Günther

  : -   -
  

. Introduction: Multicultural Communicative Situations:
Non-Canonical Syntax in Non-Native Englishes 

Devyani Sharma

. Non-Canonical Syntax in South Asian Varieties of English:
A Corpus-Based Study on the Introductory-it Pattern 

Sandra Götz and Kathrin Kircili

. Adverbial Fronting Phenomena in German Learner
Language: A Corpus-Based Study 

Kathrin Kircili

. Non-Canonical Syntax in English as a Lingua Franca:
Minus-Plurals between Language Contact and
Emergent Grammar 

Theresa Neumaier and Sven Leuckert

. Synopsis: Concepts, Approaches, and Methods in
Non-Canonical Syntax 

Sven Leuckert and Teresa Pham

List of Electronic Resources 

Index 

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

. Term frequency per  articles per journal for ‘canonical’/
‘non-canonical’ and ‘marked’/‘unmarked’ page 

. Term frequency per  articles per journal for ‘standard’/
‘non-standard’ 

. X-ray plot showing the dispersion of ‘canonical’, ‘non-
canonical’, ‘marked’, and ‘unmarked’ in articles published
in Syntax in  

. A construction grammar view of levels of abstraction 

. Distribution of subject positions in the four corpora of
historical English 

. Plural agreement patterns over time for selected collective
expressions in notional subjects in existential there-
constructions (relative frequencies) 

. The occurrence of demonstrative ProTag constructions in
the Chadwyck–Healey English Drama Collection, including
the frequency per million words (pmw); N ¼ , 

. The relative frequency in percentages of each demonstrative
ProTag in the Chadwyck–Healey English Drama Collection 

. The relative frequency of overt compared to covert anchor
points in demonstrative ProTag constructions in the
Chadwyck–Healey English Drama Collection 

. The relative frequency of (i) each ProTag with a covert
anchor point and (ii) all ProTags with a covert anchor point
compared to overt anchor points in demonstrative ProTag
constructions in the Chadwyck–Healey English Drama
Collection 

. The relative frequency in percentages of each demonstrative
ProTag in the Chadwyck–Healey English Drama Collection
and in PDBE from the second half of the twentieth century
as reported in Mycock () 

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

. NCRS types in TV news broadcasts versus conversation
(rate per , words) 

. NCRS types across segments of TV news broadcasts (rate
per , words) 

. NP NCRS types in headlines versus other segments (rate
per , words) 

. NCRS types across networks (rate per , words) 

. Cleft constructions in the subcorpora of the EVLA-Corpus
and the Control Corpus (normalised frequencies per
, words) 

. Evaluative and non-evaluative cleft constructions in the
EVLA-Corpus and the Control Corpus (relative
frequencies) 

. Syntactic positions of evaluations in the EVLA-Corpus
and the Control Corpus (relative frequencies) 

. Predicted scaled reaction times (RTs) in the spillover
region across orders 

. Predicted logged and scaled reaction times (RTs) in the
wrap-up region for the
O*C*I interaction 

. Predicted logged and scaled reaction times (RTs) in the
wrap-up region for the
I*O*C interaction 

. Predicted logged and scaled reaction times (RTs) of the
whole stimulus for the
O*I*C interaction 

. Predicted ratings for the O*C interaction 

. Predicted ratings for the O*I
interaction 

. Predicted ratings for the C*I
interaction 

. Effect plots illustrating the main effects C (panel )
and S_L (logged) (panel ) predicting the
likelihood for an intro-it to occur in the SAVE Corpus and
the BNC_NEWS 

. Normalised frequencies of intro-its per thousand sentences
across SAVEs and the BNC_NEWS 

. Ctree illustrating the clause types used to complement the
intro-it ~ C + P in the SAVE Corpus and the
BNC_NEWS 

x List of Figures

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

. Ctree illustrating the clause types used to complement the
intro-it ~ C + V + F in the
SAVE Corpus and the BNC_NEWS 

. Ctree illustrating the semantic functions in which the
intro-it is used by the different SAVEs vs. the
BNC_NEWS 

. Frequency distribution of different sentence elements in
fronted position (percentage) 

. Frequency distribution of adverbial functions in ICLE and
LOCNESS (percentage) 

. Frequency distribution of syntactic realisations in ICLE
and LOCNESS (percentage) 

. Ctree: Distribution of _~+
_+ 

. Effect plot of glm __~(_)+
++: 

. Best acceptable conditional inference tree 

. Second-best acceptable conditional inference tree 

. Balanced accuracies of all , trees 

List of Figures xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Tables

. Corpus for the terminological case study page 
. Terms considered in the analysis 

. Absolute and normalised frequencies of ‘canonicity’,
‘markedness’, and ‘syntactic variation’ in six linguistic
journals as well as range across articles within each journal 

. Right collocates of ‘marked for’ and ‘unmarked for’
occurring at least three times in the corpus 

. Normalised frequencies (per  articles) and range (% of
articles in which the term occurred) of ‘canonical’, ‘non-
canonical’, ‘marked’, ‘unmarked’, ‘standard’, and ‘non-
standard’ in six journals 

. Top five bigrams with the target item in the left
position 

. Subject positions in the four corpora of historical
English 

. Subject positions and clause-initial elements in YCOE 

. Subject positions and clause-initial elements in PPCME 

. Subject positions and clause-initial elements in PPCEME 

. Subject positions and types of verbs in PPCEME 

. Subject positions and subject length in PPCEME 

. Subject positions and clause-initial elements in PPCMBE 

. Subject positions and subject length in PPCMBE 

. Frequency of all existential there-constructions in the OBC
(absolute and per million words/pmw), divided by five -
year periods 

. Frequency of contracted there’s in existential there-
constructions in the OBC (absolute and per million words/
pmw), divided by five -year periods 

. Singular BE with plural notional subjects in the CEECE,
relative frequencies 

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

. Singular BE with plural notional subjects in two OBC
periods matching Nevalainen’s () periodisation,
absolute and relative frequencies 

. Singular BE with plural notional subjects, breakdown of
OBC periods, absolute and relative frequencies 

. Existential constructions with plural notional subjects in
the two OBC subperiods; frequencies: absolute, pmw,
relative (where applicable) 

. Agreement patterns in existential there-constructions
containing number (there * a number of. . ., N ¼ ;
absolute and relative frequencies) 

. Agreement patterns in existential there-constructions
containing many (there * many. . ., N ¼ ; absolute and
relative frequencies) 

. Agreement patterns in existential there-constructions
containing dozen (there * * dozen . . ., N¼ ; absolute and
relative frequencies) 

. Agreement patterns in existential there-constructions with
coordinated notional subjects (there * NN and NN,
N ¼ ,  tokens with date; absolute and relative
frequencies) 

. The most prolific users of the demonstrative ProTag
construction in the Chadwyck–Healey English Drama
Collection 

. The ten most common evaluative expressions that co-
occur with demonstrative ProTags in the Chadwyck–
Healey English Drama Collection 

. Summary of the  TVNB Corpus 

. Summary of cleft types 

. Composition of the EVLA-Corpus and word count 

. Cleft-related variables and levels used in data annotation 

. Evaluation-related variables and levels used in
data annotation 

. Points of measurement in self-paced reading experiment 

. Mean reaction times in milliseconds and standard
deviations (SD) 

. Mean ratings and standard deviations (SD) across
conditions in Experiment  

. Fixed effect structure of final model for PRTS
(spillover region) 

List of Tables xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108836128
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83612-8 — Non-Canonical English Syntax: Concepts, Methods, and Approaches
Edited by Sven Leuckert , Teresa Pham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

. Fixed effect structure of final model for NRTLS
(wrap-up region) 

. Fixed effect structure of final model for
SRTLS (whole sentence) 

. Fixed effect structure of final model for Experiment  

. Realisations of the intro-it across the basic clause patterns
of the English language 

. The individual subcorpora of the SAVE Corpus 

. Overview of analysed sentences per corpus (number of
intro-its per thousand sentences/pts) 

. Overview of annotated variables 

. Overview of the analysed data from ICLE and LOCNESS 

. Annotation scheme used for the corpus analysis
with explanations 

. Plus- and minus-terminology adapted from Rüdiger
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