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Preface

Could feminist perspectives and methods change the shape of property law?

To answer this question, we brought together a group of scholars and practi-

tioners to rewrite significant property law cases from a feminist perspective.

This volume, like all of the books in Cambridge University Press’s Feminist

Judgments Series, demonstrates that judges with feminist viewpoints could

have changed the law and the reasoning underlying the law, even though

based only on the precedent and law in effect at the time of the original

decision. It also demonstrates how rewritten opinions from a feminist perspec-

tive could have made property law more just and equitable for women and

marginalized groups.

This book shows how property law is not neutral but rather shaped by the

society that produces it and the judges who apply it. At the same time, this

book offers the hope that property law can be transformed to be an instrument

of greater justice and equality for all people.

xix
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About the Cover Art

On the cover, Assembly © Jose Rodriguez-Dod

Jose Rodriguez-Dod is a Cuban artist, poet, and attorney. He prefers

watercolor as a medium because a painter can directly manipulate the pig-

ment’s unpredictability to configure an object. The process of painting, thus,

acts as a natural force in the stream of life where chance and intention interact

to create humanscapes.

Commentary on Assembly

Assembly is both a window and mirror to property law. The inspiration for
Assembly comes from the method of combining lots for development. The
multicolored panels offer a window to the varied perspectives on the devel-
opment of property law and also reflect on both those who benefit from
property rights and those who have not had the same access.

– Jose Rodriguez-Dod 2021
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