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This Companion offers a global, comparative history of the interplay
between religion and war from ancient times to the present. Moving

beyond sensationalist theories that seek to explain why “religion
causes war,” the volume takes a thoughtful look at the connection
between religion and war through a variety of lenses – historical, liter-
ary, and sociological – as well as the particular features of religious war.

The twenty-three carefully nuanced and historically grounded chapters
comprehensively examine the religious foundations for war, classical
just war doctrines, sociological accounts of religious nationalism, and

featured conflicts that illustrate interdisciplinary expressions of the
intertwining of religion and war. Written by a distinguished, inter-
national team of scholars, whose essays were specially commissioned

for this volume, The Cambridge Companion to Religion and War will
be an indispensable resource for students and scholars of the history
and sociology of religion and war, as well as other disciplines.

Margo Kitts is Professor and Coordinator of Religious Studies and East–
West Classical Studies at Hawai’i Pacific University. She is the author
and editor of ten books, most recently Sacrifice: Themes, Theories, and

Controversies and Martyrdom, Self-Sacrifice and Self-Immolation:

Religious Perspectives on Suicide.
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cambridge companions to religion

This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by

international scholars, which provide an accessible and stimulating introduction
to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.
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Preface

It would be an understatement to call the completion of this volume a

struggle. It was a struggle not only because its chapters were planned

and written during the COVID pandemic but also because two of the

prospective contributors died, although of nonpandemic causes. Aside

from forcing us all to contemplate our own frailty, these deaths threw a

wrench into scheduling, both temporally and with regard to the topics

covered. While the volume could be vastly expanded were we to take

into consideration religion and war in less traditional contexts, none-

theless this remains an outstanding compilation, although somewhat

traditional in scope. The twenty-three chapters included herein should

offer scholars and students valuable insights into the union of religion

and war under four rubrics: classical foundations, just war, religious

nationalism, and featured conflicts.
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