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christianity and the laws of conscience

This book explores Christian theological, legal, constitutional, historical, and
philosophical meanings of conscience. It surveys the term in the New Testament
text and excavates its meaning for Christian understandings of natural law, the
early church Fathers, St. Thomas Aquinas, and the Magisterial Reformers. It
explores how conscience has interacted with evangelical political aspirations,
rights to sexual expression, and objections to fighting in war. It surveys how the
term has been deployed in state and federal constitutional law and how it might be
distinguished from related concepts such as religious freedom or religious exercise.
It also presents how contemporary Roman Catholic theology and evangelical and
Reformed theology understand the term.

Jeffrey B. Hammond is an associate professor of law at Faulkner University,
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law in Montgomery, Alabama, where he special-
izes in the intersection of law and Christian theology, constitutional law, and
health law.

Helen M. Alvaré is a professor of law at the Antonin Scalia Law School, George
Mason University in Arlington, Virginia, where she specializes in law and religion
and family law. Her books include Putting Children’s Interests First in U.S. Family
Law and Policy: With Power Comes Responsibility (Cambridge University Press,
2018) and The Conscience of the Institution (editor).
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