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American Survivors is a fresh and moving historical account of US survivors
of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings, breaking new ground not
only in the study of World War II but also in the public understanding of
nuclear weaponry. A truly trans-Pacific history, American Survivors chal-
lenges the dualistic distinction between Americans-as-victors and Japanese-
as-victims often assumed by scholars of the nuclear war. Using more than
130 oral histories of Japanese American and Korean American survivors,
their family members, community activists, and physicians — most of which
appear here for the first time — Naoko Wake reveals a cross-national history
of war, illness, immigration, gender, family, and community from intim-
ately personal perspectives. American Survivors brings to light the history
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki that connects, as much as separates, people
across time and national boundaries.

Naoko Wake is Associate Professor of History at Michigan State
University. A historian of gender, sexuality, and illness in the Pacific region,
she has authored Private Practices: Harry Stack Sullivan, the Science of
Homosexuality, and American Liberalism and coauthored with Shinpei
Takeda Hiroshima/Nagasaki Beyond the Ocean. She was born and raised
in Japan.
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To all survivors with whom | spoke,
to all others with whom I did not.
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In the text

AAP
ABCC
AEC
ALC
CABS

FOH
HPMA

JACL
JPHA

JUST

MHW
NAABSA
NCWA

Oak Ridge
RERF

Shimin no Kai

Asian Americans for Peace

Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission

Atomic Energy Commission

Asian Law Caucus

Committee of Atomic Bomb Survivors in the United
States of America

Friends of Hibakusha

Hiroshima-ken Ishikai (Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association)

Japanese American Citizens League

Nihon Koshueisei Kyokai (Japan Public Health
Association)

Japanese United in Search of Truth

Koseisho (Ministry of Health and Welfare)

North American A-Bomb Survivors’ Association
National Church Women’s Association

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Radiation Effects Research Foundation

Kankoku no Genbaku Higaisha o Kytensuru Shimin
no Kai (Citizens’ Group to Assist Korean Survivors)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108835275
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83527-5 — American Survivors
Naoko Wake

Frontmatter

More Information

Xi / List of Abbreviations

In the notes

AS Asahi shinbun

Bill files Series 1 Bill Files 1970-2004, Senate Health and
Human Services Committee Records 1973-1974,
LBr18: 1-14, California State Archives,
Sacramento

CABSN Committee of Atomic Bomb Survivors in the

Chuman papers

CS
Dymally papers

United States of America Newsletters, Tokie
Akihara Papers, Alameda, California

Frank F. Chuman Papers, Japanese American
Research Project Collection, Charles E. Young
Research Library, University of California, Los
Angeles

Chigoku shinbun

Mervyn Dymally Papers, Kennedy Memorial
Library, California State University, Los Angeles

FOHC Friends of Hibakusha Collection of Oral Histories
of US Survivors, Regional Oral History Office,
The Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley

GT Getting Together

HE Hayaku engo o! (Support, Now!)

“Health hearing”  “Hearing on: Health Problems of Atomic Bomb
Survivors, May 4, 1974,” Bill files

HM Hokubei Mainichi

Ichioka papers Yuji Ichioka Papers, Charles E. Young Research
Library, University of California, Los Angeles

JACLH collection  Japanese American Citizens League History
Collection, Japanese American National Library,
San Francisco, California

KM Kashu Mainichi

Louie collection

Steve Louie Asian American Movement Collection,
Charles E. Young Research Library, University of
California, Los Angeles

MS Mainichi shinbun
NBT Nichi Bei Times
NE National Enquirer
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NWC

NYT
Payments bearing

PC
PCr

RAR

Roybal papers

RS
STC

Yoneda papers

ZBZAH

Naoko Wake Collection of Oral Histories of US
Survivors, Families, and Supporters, in possession
of the author, East Lansing, Michigan

New York Times

Payments to Individuals Suffering from Effects of
Atomic Bomb Explosions: Hearing before the
Subcommittee on Administrative Law and
Governmental Relations of the Committee on
the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 9s5th
Congress, Second Session on HR 8440, Serial
No. 43, Washington, DC, Government Printing
Office, 1978

Pacific Citizen

The Paper Crane, Jennifer Miller Papers, Berkeley,
California

Resthaven Auxiliary Records, University of
Southern California Special Collections, Los
Angeles

Edward R. Roybal Papers, Chicano Studies
Research Center, University of California, Los
Angeles

Rafu Shimpo

Shinpei Takeda Collection of Oral Histories of
North and South American Survivors, G. Robert
Vincent Voice Library, Michigan State University,
East Lansing

Karl G. Yoneda Papers, Charles E. Young
Research Library, University of California, Los
Angeles

Zai Burajiru, Zai Amerika Hibakusha Saiban
o Shiensuru Kai, Zai Burajiru, zai Amerika hiba-
kusha saiban shien nyusu [News in support of
court cases regarding hibakusha in Brazil and
America], Hiroshima
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NOTES ON THE TEXT

East Asian names, terms, and oral history edits

Throughout this book, I follow the East Asian practice of listing the
family name first followed by the given name when I cite names of
people of East Asian ancestry currently living in East Asia. For
people of East Asian background currently living in North
America, T list the given name first followed by the family name.
I romanize Japanese and Korean terms following the Japanese
Romanization System or the McCune-Reischauer Romanization
System, respectively, unless individuals expressed an explicit wish
to have their names spelled in ways that do not match either
system. In quotations from historical sources, I use the romaniza-
tion used by the original authors. All translations between English
and Japanese are mine unless otherwise noted.

I quote from the oral histories with minimum edits and dele-
tions. I omit “uh,” “um,” and “you know” etc., and I indicate any other
omission by an ellipsis. I do not change the original utterances to make
them grammatically flawless because I wish to convey their force and
creativity. In a limited number of cases where I judge the original
utterances compromise our comprehension — for instance, when an
interviewee said that people “laugh at me from the back” and her likely
intended meaning was that people “laugh at me behind my back” -
I amend the quote to reflect their likely intended meanings. I do not
indicate these edits by sic for ease of reading.
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