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Scientific Writing and Publishing

Knowing how to prepare, write and publish high-quality research

papers can be challenging for scientists at all stages of their career.

This manual guides readers through successfully framing and pre-

senting research findings, as well as the processes involved in pub-

lishing in learned journals. It draws on the author’s wealth of

practical experience, from working in academic research for over

40 years and teaching scientific writing in over 20 countries, to

gaining insights as a journal editor. Well-written and logical, it

provides clear step-by-step instructions to enable readers to become

more effective at writing articles, and navigating difficulties related to

journal submission, the review process, editing and publication. It

comprehensively covers themes such as publication ethics, along with

current topics including Open Access publishing and preprint

servers. This is a useful, user-friendly guide for graduate students,

early career scientists and more experienced researchers, particularly

in the life and medical sciences.

Denys N. Wheatley is a retired academic who has spent over 50 years

researching the cellular and molecular basis of cancer. He has published

more than 300 papers in learned journals, and more than 100 editorials,

commentaries and essays, often on issues involved in scientific writing,

editing and publishing. This manual is his seventh book. He has sat on

many editorial boards.

His first involvement with the publishing of learned articles came

through Biological Abstracts in the 1960s, before computers were on

the scene. In the mid 1990s, Denys became editor-in-chief of Cell

Biology International (CBI), until retiring in 2016. In the late 1990s, he

was heavily involved in moving towards electronic (online) publishing.

After forging a strong link with BioMed Central in London, working as

an independent editor, Denys founded Cancer Cell International (2002)

and Theoretical Biology and Medical Modelling (2006). In 2005, he was

asked to take over editorship of Oncology News.
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Shortly after taking over CBI, Denys set up BioMedES UK (www

.biomedes.biz) because a ‘level playing field’ was needed to give non-

native English-speaking authors a better chance of getting their papers

accepted by ensuring that they were presented in the best possible

idiomatic English within the correct scientific context. The manual

addresses all that this entails, providing information and training that

universities and other organizations fail to deliver. Having taught courses

in ~20 countries, he knows why this manual is important, not just in the

writing of first-class papers, but also in the complex processes on the

publishing side that authors should know in much greater depth.
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