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The Social Dynamics of Roman Imperial Imagery

Images relating to imperial power were produced all over the Roman Empire at
every social level, and even images created at the centre were constantly remade
as they were reproduced, reappropriated, and reinterpreted across the empire.
This book employs the language of social dynamics, drawn from economics,
sociology, and psychology, to investigate how imperial imagery was embedded
in local contexts. Patrons and artists often made use of the universal visual
language of empire to navigate their own local hierarchies and relationships,
rather than as part of direct communication with the central authorities, and
these local interactions were vital in reinforcing this language. The material
examined ranges from large-scale monuments adorned with sculpture and
epigraphy to quotidian oil lamps and lead tokens and covers the entire empire
from Hispania to Egypt, and from Augustus to the third century cE.

AMY RUSSELL is an Assistant Professor of Classics at Brown University. Her
research interests include the political history and topography of the Republic
and early empire. Her first book, The Politics of Public Space in Republican Rome
(Cambridge University Press, 2015), winner of the 2017 C. J. Goodwin Award of
Merit, investigates the concept of public space and the construction and oper-
ation of the public/private divide in the Republican city of Rome. Other research
projects tackle the building activity of the imperial Senate and the contributions
of multiple groups to the creation of imperial imagery and ideology. She also
works on Republican political history, with ongoing interests in the tribunate of
the plebs and the role of the populus and the interactions between scholarship
written in German and the Anglophone world. In 2018 she was awarded a Philip
Leverhulme Prize.

MONICA HELLSTROM is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow in the Department
of Classics and Ancient History at Durham University. She works on society
and culture in the high and late Roman imperial periods, with a particular
interest in visual culture. She has held the Fondazione Famiglia Rausing
fellowship at the Swedish Institute in Rome. Her publications range from
studies on historiography to church architecture, with current research topics
including the communications and monumental output of the imperial gov-
ernment, inscriptions in North Africa, and the arts, social dynamics, and
architecture of the city of Rome.
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Photographs: H. Flower. Su concessione del Ministero per
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Augustus 369. Photograph © The Trustees of the British
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Augustus 321. Photograph © The Trustees of the British
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(Alexandropoulos, 2000: 185). Obverse: Diademed head of
Juba, right; border of dots. Inscription: REX 1vBA. Reverse:
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Photographs © The Trustees of the British Museum. [55]
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Civico Museo di Storia ed Arte, Trieste. [105]

Reliefs from the Sebasteion at Aphrodisias: (left) Claudius and
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(left) Bronze coin from Prusias ad Hypium celebrating
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Ostiense Inv. 102. Photograph © Archivio Fotografico del
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Drawings of a statue base dedicated to Ti. Claudius Severus
(CIL 6.1872) from the sixteenth-century Iscrizioni antiche

e monumenti di Roma. Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di
Firenze. BNC, N.A. 618, c. 42r. [225]

Statue of Neptune. Musée départemental Arles Antique-
CG13 Inv. RHO.2007.05.1966. Photograph ©
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(left) Lead token. @ TERENTIVS cVLLEO around. / Clasped
hands. TURS 1323, 17 mm, 12 h, 3.74 g, from the Tiber River in
Rome. Formerly in the Dressel collection. Miinzkabinett,
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin,18268503. Photographs: Bernhard
Weisser, © Miinzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. (right)
Quadrans. Clasped hands holding a caduceus, PvLCHER
TAVRVS REGVLVS around. / 111 VIRAAAFF around s c. RIC
I* Augustus 423, 17 mm, 6 h, 3.02 g. Image courtesy of the
American Numismatic Society, 1975.114.4. [254]

A lead token and a bronze sestertius: (left) Token. Two
crossed cornucopiae, each topped with a young male head. /
LAS. TURS 2418, 17 mm, 12 h, 2.97 g, from the Tiber River in
Rome. Formerly in the Dressel collection. Miinzkabinett,
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, 18268502. Photographs:

B. Weisser, © Miinzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin.
(right) Sestertius. Confronting heads of two boys on crossed
cornucopiae (Tiberius Gemellus and Germanicus Julius
Caesar?), with winged caduceus between them. / DrRVSVS
CAESARTIAVG FE DIVIAVG N PONT TR POT II around s C.
RIC I? Tiberius 42, 34.5 mm, 6 h, 26.42 g. Image courtesy of
the American Numismatic Society, 1957.172.1518. [256]
Lead token. Male bust right, oLYyMPI1ANVS around. /
EVCcARPVs around HS . TURS 1460, 18 mm, 3.8 g.

Image courtesy of the American Numismatic Society,
2002.42.3. [257]

Lead token. Female bust right. / 1r1. TURS 51, 20 mm, 3 h,
5.70 g. Object on study loan to the teaching collection,
Department of Classics and Ancient History, The University
of Warwick. [258]
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10.5 (left) Lead token. Bare head of Nero left, NERO CAESAR
around. / Mars or a soldier standing, holding spear in left
hand and resting right hand on shield; large branch behind.
TURS (Supplement) 3624 (cf. TURS 17, without branch),

18 mm, 12 h, 2.3 g. Photographs © Ashmolean Museum,
University of Oxford. (right) Lead token. Laureate head of
Nero right. / Charioteer (auriga) in a chariot with eight horses
right. TURS 31, 18 mm, 12 h, 2.44 g. Photographs

© Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford. [259]

10.6 Lead token. imP Tca = Imp(erator) T(itus) Ca(esar) / pom
cAE = Dom(itianus) Cae(sar). TURS 46, 16 mm, 12 h, 1.59 g.
Photographs © Ashmolean Museum, University of
Oxford. [261]

10.7 Lead token. P GLITI GALLI around male head. / Rooster
standing right holding a wreath and palm branch.

TURS 1238, 19 mm, 12 h, 2.66 g. Photographs © Ashmolean
Museum, University of Oxford. [263]

10.8 Lead token. Radiate head of an emperor, b1 AvG on left. /
SODAL CONSVA in two lines. TURS 879, 20 mm, 6 h, 2.42 g.
Image courtesy of the American Numismatic
Society, 1967.160.10.  [265]
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