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Cato. see Ingraham, Cato
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Christian asceticism. see asceticism
Christianity
asceticism in, 13, 22
environmentalism and, 253, 264
philanthropy and, 139
social movements and, 12
Thoreau’s interpretation of, 20,
124-29, 143, 160
“Civil Disobedience” (Thoreau),
106, 117
civil disobedience, Thoreau’s
discussion of, 106-13
Civil Rights Act of 1866, 86
classics, Thoreau’s knowledge of,
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clothing, Thoreau on labor issues
involving, 95-106
Coakley, Sarah, 13
Coenobitic monasticism, 22
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slavery in, 69-86
Thoreau’s description of, 166
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(Williams), 49
Coviello, Peter, 215
Cuming, John, 114
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Thoreau’s orientation toward,
225-32
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Emerson, Edward Waldo, 64, 74,
212
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self-culture and, 124
Thoreau and, 141, 246
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current issues in, 259
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moral motivation and, 233, 270
personal practice vs. community
activism and, 271
structural change and, 265
environmental movement
history of, 252
political asceticism and, 206
Thoreau’s legacy in, 1, 276
eschatology, Thoreau’s work and,
241
Ethics & The Environment journal,
233
ethics, philosophical approaches to,
149
eudaimonia, philosophy of, 149
Evans, George Henry, 103
Exemplarist Moral Theory
(Zagzebski), 267

factory system, Thoreau’s critique
of, 97
Farrell, Justin, 263
First Nations peoples
colonial violence against, 135
European dispossession of, 10, 79
Thoreau’s perspective on, 21
Fisher, Philip, 229
Francis (Pope), 4, 264
Francis of Assisi, 263, 269
freed former slaves
history in New England of, 69, 85
Walden Woods community of,
70-86
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Freeman, John, 75
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Gandhi, Mohandas K., 4, 9, 108

Garrison, Ellen, 130

Garrison, William Lloyd, 102, 104,
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Glaude, Eddie, 176

Goethe, J. W. F., Thoreau and, 248

goodness, Thoreau’s discussion of,
145-53

Great Dismal Swamp, 78

Greek philosophy, asceticism and,
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guilt, environmental ethics and,
234

Gulistan (Sufi poem), 144

Hamilton, Brian, 265
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Henry Thoreau: As Remembered by
a Young Friend (Emerson), 64
Hinduism, Thoreau’s discussion of,
224
“The Historical Roots of our
Ecological Crisis” (White), 252
history
Emerson’s discussion of, 29
former inhabitants of Walden
Woods as, 69
Thoreau’s discussion of, 26-32
Hodder, Alan, 133, 200
Hollywood, Amy, 228
Honest Hermit, Thoreau as, 40
Howard, John, 148
Howarth, William, 24, 248
humor, Thoreau’s use of, 212,
235-41
Hypocrite Hermit, Thoreau as, 40

imagined community, writing and,
187
individualism
liberal political theory and,
91-92
relinquishment and, 93
Thoreau’s wiriting and, 79
wealth and property and, 156
industrial capitalism, Thoreau and,
105
Ingraham, Cato, 71-72, 75, 81, 83
inherited wealth, philosophy and
role of, 11
integral ecology, 4
The Italian Journey (Goeth), 249

jail, Thoreau’s night in, 109

Jenkins, Willis, 259, 262

Jones, Martha, 85

Journal (Thoreau), 62
nature discussed in, 191
recent scholarship on, 248
truth discussed in, 1

justice, Thoreau’s advocacy for,

1-11, 35, 93, 192-99

Kant, Immanuel, 51, 149
Kateb, George, 91

Keats, John, 54

King, Martin Luther Jr., 9, 108
Kuklick, Bruce, 11

labor issues
debt and, 167
slvery compared to, 101-6, 112
Thoreau’s discussion of, 95-106,
131
Thoreau’s free labor perspective
and, 95
Laudato Si” encyclical (Pope
Francis), 264
laughter, Thoreau’s discussion of,
236
Le Grosse, Rachel, 77
Lemire, Elise, 77, 113, 130
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and, 91

“Life without Principle” (Thoreau),
90

“Literary Ethics” (Emerson), 1, 11,
23,244

local history, Thoreau’s interest in, 34
Lott, Eric, 85
Love and Theft (Lott), 85

The Making of Walden (Shanley),
119
Malesic, Jonathan, 131
McKenzie, Jonathan, 133
Melish, Joanne Pope, 82
Midgley, Mary, 64
monasticism
Emerson’s discussion of, 16
environmentalism and, 16
Thoreau’s discussion of, 20, 211
moral theory
environmental etnics and, 262
philosophy and, 149, 232
problem solving and, 256
morning, Thoreau’s discussion of,
68, 126, 192-93,222-24
mysticism
political asceticism and, 270
Thoreau and, 201

nationalism, New England legacy
of, 85
nature piety
former inhabitants of Walden
and, 82
religion and, 26
social engagement and, 58
Thoreau’s advocacy for justice
and, 1-11, 35
wildness and, 215-20
New England
nationalism in, 85
race and racism in, 82
Newman, Lance, 33
Norton, Bryan, 176

Oedipus: A Tragedy (Dryden), 85

Oshatz, Molly, 143

Our Common Dwelling (Newman),
33

Outka, Paul, 10

ownership, Thoreau’s discussion of,
6,175

pastoral literature tradition, 49
Peabody, Elizabeth Palmer, 106
perfectionism, 30, 250
personal practice, environmental
ethics and, 271
Petrarch, 84
Petrulionis, Sandra, 35, 129
Phaeton, Greek myth of, 134
philanthropy
relational goodness and, 145-53
spiritual failures of, 140-45
Thoreau’s critique of, 114, 129-40
wealth and, 153-60
Phillips, Wendell, 102
philosophy
asceticism and, 18
contextual knowledge and, 50
inherited wealth and, 11
moral theory and, 149, 232
psychology and, 232
of wonder, 228
Pincoffs, Edmund, 257
Plato, 211, 228
A Plea for Captain John Brown
(Thoreau), 90, 204
political asceticism
contemporary politics and, 268-72
nature piety and, 205
renunciation and, 164-72
Thoreau and, 163
Thoreau’s critique of philanthropy
as motivation for, 160
Thoreau’s justice initiatives and,
95-106
politics
asceticism and contemporary
trends in, 268-72
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Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience”
and, 108
Thoreau’s involvement in, 88, 91
Thoreau’s search for justice and,
192-99
postcolonial literature, Thoreau
and, 46
problem solving, moral theory and,
256,265
property ownership, Thoreau’s
discussion of, 6, 156, 174
psychology, philosophy and, 232
purity, Thoreau’s discussion of,
215-20

“Quandary Ethics” (Pincoffs), 257
Quincy, Josiah 111, 27

Raboteau, Albert, 33
race and racism
environmentalism and, 10
in New England, 82
racial violence, in Walden Woods, 74
relational ethics, 36, 92, 110, 123,
134-35, 145-49, 153, 160
relativism, 51
religion
nature writing and, 27
philanthropy and, 142
political asceticism and, 269
Thoreau’s view of, 35, 145,
200-5, 211
renunciation
Thoreau’s political asceticism
and, 164-72
whiteness and, 176
“Resistance to Civil Government”
(Thoreau), 90, 106
Richardson, Robert, 27
Ripley, Ezra, 173
Roberts, Neil, 79
Roman philosophy, asceticism and,
18
Rosenblum, Nancy, 91

satyagraba, Gandhi’s concept of, 108
scholarly life, Emerson’s discussion
of, 16
seasonal change, Thoreau’s
discussion of, 68
self-culture, American cultural
principle of, 124
Seneca Village (NYC), 78
The Senses of Walden (Cavell), 52,
193
Serres, Michael, 47
Seybold, Ethel, 204
Sideris, Lisa, 259, 263
Silent Spring (Carson), 252
Sippio, Brister, 74
skepticism, 51
Slave Religion: The “Invisible
Institution” (Raboteau), 33
slavery. see also freed former slaves
fossil fuel use and, 16
history in Concord of, 69-86,
113-19
marronage and, 79
Thoreau’s opposition to, 34,
101-6, 112
“Slavery in Massachusetts”
(Thoreau), 90
social history, Thoreau and, 32
social justice, Thoreau’s perspective
on, 35
social relationships
Thoreau’s discussion of, 41
writing and, 182-92
solitude, Thoreau and, 40-45,
53-60
Solnit, Rebecca, 40
sounds, Thoreau’s discussion of,
237
Stevenson, Robert Louis, 212
Stout, Jeffrey, 194-95
Summa Theologica (Aquinas), 23

Tauber, Alfred, 79
Taylor, Bron, 200
Therien, Alek, 42, 62, 235
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Thoreau, Henry David
contemporary politics and, 268-72
environmentalism of, 1
Harvard education of, 28
political writings of, 88
racialized tropes in work of, 83
recent scholarship on, 248
self-culture and, 124
sociality of, 41, 60-66
solitude sought by, 40-45, 53-60

Thoreau: The Quest and the

Classics (Seybold), 204
Thoreau’s Ecstatic Witness
(Hodder), 200

Thoreau’s Materialism (Newman),
35

time, Thoreau’s structures of, 222

To Set This World Right
(Petrulionis), 130

townsmen, rhetorical figure of the,
166-72

Transcendentalism, 124
historiography of, 32
inherited wealth and evolution of,

11
self-culture and, 124
whiteness and, 10

Triumph of Time (Petrarch), 84

trolley problem, 257, 266

true goods, Thoreau’s recognition

of, 210

truth
Emerson’s discussion of, 23
Thoreau’s discussion of, 25

“two Thoreaus” scholarship, 2

Unitarianism, Emerson and, 19
utopian communities, 44, 223

vegetarianism, Thoreau’s advocacy
for, 216
virtue ethics, environmentalism and,
266
voluntary poverty
renunciation and, 165
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Thoreau’s advocacy for, 173-81
Thoreau’s discussion of, 95-106

Walden (Thoreau)

annual structure of, 220

asceticism in, 213

awakening discussed in, 192

Concord discussed in, 166

critique of philanthropy in,
129-40, 142

cultural legacy of, 1

eschatology in, 241

hermit perspective on, 40

justice as theme in, 3

monasticism discussed in,
211

orientation toward delight in,
225-32

political rhetoric in, 88, 113-19

property ownership in, 178

ruins and former inhabitants
described in, 67-86

as scripture, 189

slavery discussed in, 90

social relationships described in,
41

solitude discussed in, 55

village and woods in, 45-53

visitors described in, 60-66

Walden Woods

former inhabitants of, 67, 70

free Black people in, 69, 76, 81,
105, 113, 115, 117

history before Thoreau of,
70

neighborhood and community of,
26,43, 69,79

racial violence in, 62

railroad work in, xvi

Waldo of Lyons, 22
Waldron, Jeremy, 6

Walls, Laura Dassow, 35, 40
wealth

philanthropy and, 153-60
Thoreau’s discussion of, 170
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A Week on the Concord and
Merrimack Rivers (Thoreau),
98, 126, 220-32, 248
Wheeler, Peter, 74
White, Lynn, 252, 262
whiteness
American academy and, 20
in US environmentalism, 5, 10
political asceticism and,
176
wicked problems, 267
wildness, Thoreau’s discussion of,
215-20
Wiley, A. Terrance, 90, 200
Williams, Raymond, 49-50

women workers, Thoreau’s
discussion of, 98

wonder, philosophy of, 228

Wonder, the Rainbow, and the
Aesthetics of Rare Experiences
(Fisher), 229

woodchopper. see Therien, Alek

Wordsworth, William, 53

Writing Nature (Cameron), 191

writing, Thoreau’s practice of, 181-92

Young America journal, 103

Zagzebski, Linda, 267
Zilpha (freedwoman), 72, 82
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