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The Jewish leftist lawyer Ernst Fraenkel was one of twentieth-century
Germany’s great intellectuals. During the Weimar Republic, he was a
shrewd constitutional theorist for the Social Democrats, and in post–
World War II Germany, he was a respected political scientist who worked
to secureWest Germany’s new democracy. This book homes in on themost
dramatic years of Fraenkel’s life, when he worked within Nazi Germany
actively resisting the regime, both publicly and secretly. As a lawyer, he
represented political defendants in court. As a dissident, he worked in the
underground. As an intellectual, he wrote his most famous work, The Dual
State – a classic account of Nazi law and politics. This first detailed account
of Fraenkel’s career in Nazi Germany opens up a new view on anti-Nazi
resistance – its nature, possibilities, and limits. With grit, daring, and
imagination, Fraenkel fought for freedom against an increasingly
repressive regime.

douglas g. morris is both a legal historian and a criminal defense
attorney for indigent clients in New York City. He has published widely
on twentieth-century German legal history and was a recipient of the 1998
Thurgood Marshall Award from the Association of the Bar of the City of
New York for serving “as pro bono counsel to a human being under a
sentence of death.”
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