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In this innovative analytical account of the place of emotion and embodiment 

in nineteenth-century British surgery, Michael Brown examines the chang-

ing emotional dynamics of surgical culture for both surgeons and patients 

from the pre-anaesthetic era through the introduction of anaesthesia and 

antisepsis techniques. Drawing on diverse archival and published sources, 

Brown explores how an emotional regime of Romantic sensibility, in which 

emotions played a central role in the practice and experience of surgery, was 

superseded by one of scientific modernity, in which the emotions of both 

patient and practitioner were increasingly marginalised. Demonstrating that 

the cultures of contemporary surgery and the emotional identities of its prac-

titioners have their origins in the cultural and conceptual upheavals of the 

later nineteenth century, this book challenges us to question our perception 

of the pre-anaesthetic period as an era of bloody brutality and casual cruelty. 

This title is also available as open access.

michael brown is a historian at Lancaster University. He is co-editor of 

Martial Masculinities: Experiencing and Imagining the Military in the Long 

Nineteenth Century (2019) and author of Performing Medicine: Medical 

Culture and Identity in Provincial England, c.1760–1850 (2011), as well 

as numerous articles on the history of medicine, war, gender, and emotion. 

Between 2016 and 2021 he was the Principal Investigator on the Wellcome 

Trust Investigator Award project Surgery & Emotion (108667/Z/15/Z).
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Note on the Text

Emotions and Surgery refers to a number of individuals who, like Charles Bell, 

Benjamin Brodie, or Astley Cooper, received knighthoods or baronetcies, or 

who, in the case of Joseph Lister, were made peers of the realm. However, for 

the sake of consistency and clarity, I have decided not to use the titles ‘Sir’ or 

‘Lord’ in the text, given that this book covers the period both before and after 

these titles were bestowed.

For ease of identification, life dates are provided for named individuals at 

the first mention in the body text. I have tried to do this for as many people 

as possible, but clear identities, let alone life dates, have not been possible to 

establish for everyone mentioned.

This book makes extensive use of manuscript sources, such as letters, diaries, 

and casebooks, in which spelling and punctuation do not necessarily conform 

to modern standard practice. These are presented unaltered, and clarification is 

provided only in cases where confusion might otherwise result.
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