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Colonising Disability

Colonising Disability explores the construction and treatment of disability

across Britain and its empire from the nineteenth to the early twentieth

century. Drawing on a wide range of sources, Esme Cleall explores how

disability increasingly became associated with ‘difference’ and argues

that it did so through intersecting with other categories of otherness such

as race. Philanthropic, legal, literary, religious, medical, educational,

eugenistic and parliamentary texts are examined to unpick representa-

tions of disability that, over time, became pervasive with significant

ramifications for disabled people. Cleall also uses multiple examples to

show how disabled people navigated a wide range of experiences from

‘freak shows’ in Britain, to missions in India, to immigration systems in

Australia, including exploring how they mobilised to resist discrimina-

tion and constitute their own identities. By assessing the intersection

between disability and race, Dr Cleall opens up questions about ‘nor-

malcy’ and the making of the imperial self.

Esme Cleall is a senior lecturer at the University of Sheffield. She is the

author of Missionary Discourses of Difference: Negotiating Otherness in the

British Empire, c. 1840–1900 (2012).
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary

works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore

the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global

histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the

flows of people, ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end,

the series not only offers a space for outstanding scholars working at the

intersection of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their

work; it also takes a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and

critical knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/cpempire
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