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The Rise of Discourse Markers

Discourse markers constitute an important part of linguistic communication,

and research on this phenomenon has been a thriving field of study over the

past three decades. However, a problem that has plagued this research is that

these markers exhibit a number of structural characteristics that are hard to

interpret based on existing methodologies, such as grammaticalization. This

study argues that it is possible to explain such characteristics in a meaningful

way. It presents a cross-linguistic survey of the development of discourse

markers, their important role in communication, and their relation to the

wider context of sociocultural behavior, with the goal of explaining their

similarities and differences across a typologically wide range of languages.

By giving a clear definition of discourse markers, it aims to provide a guide

for future research, making it essential reading for students and researchers in

linguistics, and anyone interested in exploring this fascinating linguistic

phenomenon.
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Preface

Discourse markers have been the subject of a wide range of studies over the

course of the last decades. The data on which the present book rests are to a

large extent taken from published and unpublished studies carried out by many

researchers drawing on large text corpora and presenting detailed analyses on

all aspects of the grammar and the history of discourse markers. We are

grateful to these colleagues for not only sharing their research findings with

us but also for guiding us in our attempts to arrive at viable interpretations of

their findings.

Mentioning all the colleagues who have accompanied our study with com-

ments, suggestions, and data would be near to impossible. Suffice it therefore to

mention the following long list of colleagues who have contributed substantially

to the present study in some way or other: Mikyung Ahn, Karin Aijmer,

Mohammad Amouzadeh, Kate Beeching, Laurel Brinton, Claudia Claridge,

Ulrike Claudi, Alexandra D’Arcy, Liesbeth Degand, Csilla Ilona Dér, Gaétane

Dostie, Benjamin Fagard, Olga Fischer, Bálint Péter Furkó, Soleiman Ghaderi,

Sylvie Hancil, Maj-Britt Mosegaard Hansen, Alexander Haselow, Christa König,

Diana Lewis, Belén Méndez-Naya, Heiko Narrog, Azam Noora, Noriko

Onodera, Sophie Prévost, Seongha Rhee, Anne-Marie Simon-Vandenbergen,

Reijirou Shibasaki, Ryoko Suzuki, Elizabeth Traugott, and Richard Waltereit.

The first and the third-named authors are deeply grateful also for the valuable

support of the Alexander von Humbodt Foundation.We also wish to thank Elena

Andonova, Isabella Greisinger, Sophia Lock, Danna Chandra Menendez, Janine

Rehbehn, Lukas Mateusz Ostrowski and AnneWolters, who have contributed to

this work in various ways. Finally, we wish to express our gratitude to two

anonymous readers for all their feedback on an earlier version of this book, and

to Liz Steel for all the insightful work she did on editing this book.

The interpretations proffered in this study are not always entirely in accord-

ance with the views expressed by some of the colleagues mentioned, and we

apologize if there remain any misinterpretations in the present text. It goes

without saying that none of these colleagues are to be held responsible for any

views, shortcomings, or other deficiencies to be found in the book.
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Abbreviations

1, 2, 3 first, second, third person

a.n. note added by the present authors

ABL ablative

ACC accusative

ADD additive

ADN adnominal

ALL allative

AUX auxiliary

ATTR attribute

BEN benefactive

COMP complementizer

CONN connective

CONV converb

COP copulative verb

CRCM circumstance

CU coopted unit

DAT dative

DEM demonstrative

DET determiner

DIM diminutive

DM discourse marker

DO direct object

EMPH emphasizer

END sentence ender

EVID evidential

EZ ezafe marker

F feminine

FP final particle

FUT future

GEN genitive

GER gerundive form

HESI hesitation marker
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HON honorific

HOR hortative

IMP imperative

Lit. literal meaning

LK linker, linking form of verb

LOC locative

NC1, 2, etc. noun class 1, 2, etc.

NEG negative marker

NF non-finite marker

NML nominalizer

NOM nominative, nominalizer

O object marker

PAS passive

PAST past tense

PE polite ending

PL plural

PM pragmatic marker

POL politeness

POSS possessive

PREF prefix

PRES present tense

PROB probability

PROG progressive

PROM prominence

PTC particle

Q interrogative marker

QP question particle

QT quotative marker

QUO quotative

RESP respectful

SB subject marker

SFP sentence final particle

SG singular

SIM simultaneous adnominal

SUBJ subjunctive

SUF suffix

T transitivizing suffix

TMA marker of tense, modality, or aspect

TOP topic marker

V verb

VOC vocative
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