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The Remaking of Republican Turkey

Between 1945 and 1960, the birth of a multi-party democracy and
NATO membership radically transformed Turkey’s foreign relations and
domestic politics. As Turkish politicians, intellectuals and voters rethought
their country’s relationship with its past and its future to facilitate
democratization, a new alliance with the United States was formed. In this
book, Nicholas L. Danforth demonstrates how these transformations helped
consolidate a consensus on the nature of Turkish modernity that continues to
shape current political and cultural debates. He reveals the surprisingly
nuanced and often paradoxical ways that both secular modernizers and
their Islamist critics deployed Turkey’s famous clichés about East and West,
as well as tradition and modernity, to advance their agendas. By drawing on a
diverse array of published and archival sources, Danforth offers a tour de
force exploration of the relationship between democracy, diplomacy,
modernity, Westernization, Ottoman historiography and religion in
mid-century Turkey.

NICHOLAS L. DANFORTH has written widely about Turkey, US foreign
policy, and the Middle East for publications including The Atlantic,
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The New York Times and The
Washington Post. He received his PhD in History from Georgetown
University.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey
Nicholas Danforth

Frontmatter

More Information

The Remaking of
Republican Turkey

Memory and Modernity Since the Fall of the
Ottoman Empire

NICHOLAS L. DANFORTH

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey
Nicholas Danforth

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
DOI: 10.1017/9781108973779

© Nicholas Danforth 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-108-83324-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey
Nicholas Danforth

Frontmatter

More Information

To my parents

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey

Nicholas Danforth
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of Figures page viii

Acknowledgments ix
Introduction 1

1 A Nation Votes: Democratic Modernity for the Masses 12

2 Turkey Attends the American Classroom: US Modernity 38
as Policy and Propaganda

3 Asia in Europe, Europe in Asia: The Possibilities of Synthesis 69

4 Multipurpose Empire: Ottoman History in Republican 97
Turkey

5 Making the Past Modern: Popular History in Print 126

6 Ottomans, Arabs, and Americans: Geography 150
and Identity in Turkish Diplomacy

7 The Path to Progress and to God: Islamic Modernism 188
for the Cold War
Conclusion 222

Bibliography 229

Index 243

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey

Nicholas Danforth
Frontmatter
More Information

Figures

1.1

1.2

2.1

2.2

3.1

3.2

4.1
4.2

5.1

5.2

5.3

54

5.5

6.1

7.1

Vil

Banner from Ulus on the morning of Turkey’s first free  page 13

election, May 14, 1950.

Ismet In6nii watching democracy sail away, with Biilent
Ecevit to his right. Zafer, 1957.

“Recent Developments in Turkish Islam.” US Embassy
cable, 1959.

Biilent Ecevit photographing a football game in North
Carolina, 1954.

“Hajj Memories,” a serialized feature in True Path
magazine, 1948.

“Turkish woman: ‘I’'m ashamed of both of you.”” Akbaba,
1952.

Zafer’s Conquest Day special insert, May 29, 1953.
Front pages from Vatan (left) and Cumburiyet (right) on
May 29, 1953.

“Istanbul 10 Miles.” Mid-century folk art from the US
Navy.

Turkish officer inspects a member of the Mehter band in
Ibrahim Hakki Konyalr’s photograph, 1953.

Munif Fehim’s illustration for the introduction to Famous
Men, 1935.

“Is there no good Muslim left to save me from the hands of
these infidels?” from Tiilbentgi’s serialized Hayrettin
Barbarossa novel in Ulus, 1948.

President Celal Bayar reading History World, undated.
“Imam and Congregation in Egypt’s Al Azhar Mosque.”
Akbaba, 1956.

Covers of True Path, Light of Islam, Serdengecti, and
Kemalism, the Reform of Our Religion.

30

48

65

84

89

109
110

128

132

133

141

142

186

206

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83324-0 — The Remaking of Republican Turkey
Nicholas Danforth

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

It is a pleasure to acknowledge my deep gratitude to so many people
who made writing this book not only possible but even, at moments,
enjoyable: Aviel Roshwald and Mustafa Aksakal, who advised my
research from the outset; David Painter and Nathan Citino, who
offered further insight; Maria Marsh, who guided this work to
completion as editor; Howard Eissenstat, Nora Fisher-Onar, Ryan
Gingeras, Selim Koru, Daphne McCurdy, and Behliil Ozkan, who
took the time to comment so thoughtfully on my manuscript; an
army of librarians, archivists, and secondhand booksellers, who kept
so many sources alive through their efforts; the copy editors, who made
me appear literate; Alan Makovsky and Amberin Zaman, who were
consistently encouraging; Soha Sarkis, Graham Cornwell, El¢in
Arabaci, James Ryan, Zachary Foster, Onur Isci, Lale Can, Sam
Dolbee, and the rest of my cohort at Georgetown, who all helped
make graduate school that much better; Sarah-Neel Smith, who
shared her enthusiasm for Ecevit as well as his archives; Joe and
Laura Clinton, who fed and hosted me during my research; Sarah
Dadouch, who asked to be acknowledged; Eric Gettig, Graham Pitts,
and Daniel Singer, who were good friends throughout the process;
Chris Gratien, who had his moments; Irina Levin, who survived the
writing firsthand; Chris Trapani, who was always game to celebrate
Fetih Giinu; Merve Tahiroglu, who is more excited about this book
than I am; anyone else, who I might have forgotten; my sister Ann, who
makes everything more entertaining; and of course my parents, who
gave me my interest in the world.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108833240
www.cambridge.org

