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ENGLISH LITERATURE AND THE CRUSADES

The period from the Mamlūk reconquest of Acre () to the
Ottoman siege of Constantinople () witnessed the production
of a substantial corpus of Middle English crusade romances. Marcel
Elias places these romances in dialogue with multifarious European
writings to offer a novel account of late medieval crusade culture: as
ambivalent and self-critical, animated by tensions and debates, and
fraught with anxiety. These romances uphold ideals of holy war while
expressing anxieties about issues as diverse as God’s endorsement of
the crusading enterprise, the conversion of Christians to Islam, the
sinfulness of crusaders, and the morality of violence. Reinvigorating
debates in medieval postcolonialism, drawing on emotion studies,
and excavating a rich multilingual archive, this book is a major
contribution to the cultural history of the crusades. This title is part
of the Flip it Open programme and may also be available open access.
Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

  is Assistant Professor of English at Yale University.
His essays on crusade literature, European representations of
Muslims and Islam, and the history of emotions have appeared or
are forthcoming in Speculum, Review of English Studies, New Medieval
Literatures, Studies in Philology, and elsewhere.
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This series of critical books seeks to cover the whole area of literature written in
the major medieval languages – the main European vernaculars, and medieval
Latin and Greek – during the period c.–. Its chief aim is to publish and
stimulate fresh scholarship and criticism on medieval literature, special emphasis
being placed on understanding major works of poetry, prose, and drama in

relation to the contemporary culture and learning which fostered them.

Recent titles in the series

Emma O. Bérat Women’s Genealogies in the Medieval Literary Imagination:
Matrilineal Legacies in the High Middle Ages

Anne Schuurman The Theology of Debt in Late Medieval English Literature
Jennifer A. Lorden Forms of Devotion in Early English Poetry: The Poetics of Feeling

Harriet Soper The Life Course in Old English Poetry
Taylor Cowdery Matter and Making in Early English Poetry: Literary

Production from Chaucer to Sidney
Olivia Holmes Boccaccio and Exemplary Literature: Ethics and Mischief

in the “Decameron”
Joseph Taylor Writing the North of England in the Middle Ages: Regionalism

and Nationalism in Medieval English Literature
Mark Faulkner A New Literary History of the Long Twelfth Century:

Language and Literature between Old and Middle English
Mark Chinca and Christopher Young (eds.) Literary Beginnings in the

European Middle Ages
Andrew M. Richmond Landscape in Middle English Romance:

The Medieval Imagination and the Natural World
David G. Lummus The City of Poetry: Imagining the Civic Role of the Poet

in Fourteenth-Century Italy
Richard Matthew Pollard Imagining the Medieval Afterlife

A complete list of titles in the series can be found at the end of the volume.
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