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inequality in the US, 7–8
statistics, 87–88

income inequality, 3
independent variable, 73
India, inequality in, 10–11
Indian removal policies, 367
indigenous population see American

Indians
indirect relationships (correlation),

83–85
individual influences, social mobility,

255–256
individualism, 183–184
Industrial Revolution, 32–33, 177
industrial society, 32–33
inequality

analytic approach, 22
beliefs about, 121–122
and business cycles, 159–161
communism, 197
conflict approach, 36–39
developed countries, 9–10
developing countries, 10–11
dimensions of, 15–17
in earnings, 3
effectiveness of policies at reducing,

477–484
functionalist approach, 34–35, 38–39
global comparison, 9–10, 13
household wealth, 5–6
meaning of, 11
middle class and the poor, 12
over time, 19–22
and research, 63–72
social and economic positions, 17–19
social stratification, 11–15
sources of, 33–34
statistics, 72–73
theories and ideas, 30–31
through history, 31–33
in the U.S. 7–8
see also structured inequality

inequality of condition, 15
inequality of opportunity, 15

inequality reduction see policies for
inequality reduction

inferential statistics, 85
definition, 73
hypothesis testing, 89–90
normal distribution, 85–88
probability, 88
regression models, 90–91
sampling, 89

inheritance
developed countries, 439
property ownership, 320–321
social mobility, 249–252

institutional wealth, 154
institutionalized capital, 414
institutionalized discrimination,

370–371
insurgent consciousness, 484–485
intentional communities, 394–395
intergenerational correlations

(mobility), 243–244
intergenerational mobility, 240,

245–248
intergenerational transmission of class,

114–115
see also class reproduction

intergenerational transmission of
wealth see inheritance

internal colonialism, 376
interracial marriage, 356, 366, 369–370
intersectionality, 171
intersex, 312–314, 316
intimate partner violence, 339–341

see also violence against women
investing, impact investment funds,

455–456
involuntary migration, 364

see also human trafficking
IQ tests

achievement, 295–296
biological determinism, 298–299
as predictor of attainment, 291

iTunes, 402–403
Ivy League education, 416, 419

Japanese Americans, 360–361
Jefferson, Thomas, 282
Jim Crow laws, 255, 291, 356–358
job market

class reproduction, 123
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job market (cont.)
educational attainment, 294–295

job queues, 336
job security

automation, 185
downward mobility, 261–262
nonstandard work relations

(NSWAs), 435–436
poverty, 212–213

Johnson, Lyndon
journalism, 24
justice, constrained mobility, 269
justified elite, 154

Keller, Suzanne, 154–155
Kennedy, John F. 308–309
kindergarten, 274
King, Martin Luther, 368–369
Kramer, Larry, 488, 489
Kuhn, Thomas, 30–31

labor practices
child labor, 175–177
Marxist theory of class conflict, 169
women in the labor market, 326–328
see also employment rights

labor unions see unions
laissez faire economics, 462–463
land grants, 463
Land Ordinance, 282
language

code theory, 293
color-blind racism, 377–379

lateral mobility, 239
see also social mobility

Latin America, poverty in, 443
Latinx Americans

discrimination study, 371–372
effort equals ability theory, 299
as ethnic group, 359
income inequality, 8
stereotypes, 372–373
unemployment, 386
in U.S. population, 354
wealth inequality, 8

learning-generalization hypothesis, 117
legacy admissions, 124
legal context

Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), 489–491

Anti-Coolie Act, 360
Civil Rights Act, 368–370, 381–382
Community Choice Act, 490–491
discrimination, 370–372
educational access, 296–298
Fair Housing Act, 388
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM),

422–423
Naturalization Act, 366–367
slavery, 356–358
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), 466
Title I, 482
see also public policy

Lenski, Gerhard, 38–39
LGBTQ+ population
gay-related immune deficiency

(GRID), 486–489
inclusion, 349–350
and inequality, 18
media portrayals, 404
sexual violence, 342–343
transgender identity, 316, 342–343
see also transgender identity

life-course perspective, 267–268
lifestyle
class reproduction, 123
consumption, 187–188
cost of luxury items, 163–164
cultural dimensions of class, 103–106
family as, 175–177
middle class, 174–177
number of social classes, 110
Weberian theories, 172

literacy
developed countries, 436–437
developing countries, 446

local taxes, 466–467
Los Angeles, housing market, 4
lowbrow culture, 126, 395–398
lower-lower class, 110, 112
lower-middle class, 99, 110, 113, 178
lower-upper class, 110, 112, 113
luxury fever, 148–149, 163–164, 188

MacLeod, Jay, 27–28, 233–234
the Mack, 424–425
Magnet schools, 482
male domination, 322
see also violence against women

marginalized masculinity, 318

market economy, 449–450
market transition

China, 448–454
theories of, 451–454

marriage
class consciousness, 121
economic stability, 193
forced, 344–345
gender roles, 337
household division of labor,

336–338, 348
interracial, 356, 366, 369–370
poverty, 206, 214–215, 216–217
property ownership, 320–321
Roman Catholics social mobility

case study, 259
same-sex, 349–350
status community, 49

Marx, Karl, 40, 495–496
Marxist theories

class conflict, 42–43
class consciousness, 119–121
communism, 44–45, 197
conflict approach, 34, 173–174
cultural hegemony, 400
inequality and control of the means

of production, 41–42
lasting contributions, 45–46,

52–53
means of production, 41–42, 168
mode of production, 40–41
primacy of the economic foundation,

40–41
social change, 44–45
social stratification, 40–46,

52–53
masculinity

gender roles, 316–317
hegemonic masculine identities,

318–320
meaning of, 315

material culture, 391
McAllister, Samuel Ward, 133
McCarthy, Joseph, 196–197
mean (statistics), 78–79
means of production

Marxist theories, 41–42, 168
middle class, 169
Weberian theories, 52–53
Wright, Erik Olin, 45–46
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media
beauty myth, 406–408
buying culture, 425–426
concentration of ownership, 401–403
criminal justice system, 125
newspapers, 24
old money vs. new money, 138
portrayals of culture, 403–404

median (statistics), 78–79
Medicaid, 490–491
medicalization of race, 382–383
meritocracy

ability, 291
achievement, 289–291
minimizing racism, 378
policies for inequality reduction,
483–484

political systems, 461–462
undeserving poor, 214, 227, 479

merm, 313
Mexican Americans

Bracero program, 359
social mobility, 267–268

microfinance, 455–456
middle class

bankruptcy, 192–193
categorical approach to class,
99

childrearing practices, 117–118,
195–196

class identification, 112
compared to the poor, 12
consumption and debt, 187–188
credit cards, 189–190
definition, 166–167
education, 196
educational debt, 190–192
gig economy, 179–181
healthcare, 188–189
ideology, 174, 183–184
the military, 181–183
millionaires, 138–139
occupation, 177–178
origins, 174–177
recessions, 185–187
squeeze on, 184–185
theories of, 167–174

Middle Eastern or North African
(MENA), 361

middle-middle class, 178

migration see immigration
military personnel, as middle class,

181–183
Millennials, 139
millionaires

downward mobility, 262–264
middle class, 138–139
the upper class, 131
see also billionaires

Mills, C. Wright, 152, 155–156,
174–177, 404

minimum wage, 203, 215–217
mining companies, land grants, 463
minority groups, 355, 376–377

see also ethnicity
miscegenation, 356, 366, 369–370
mismatch hypothesis, 481
mode of production, 40–41
mode (statistics), 78–79
model minority, 372
modern capitalist society, 32–33
modern slavery, 343, 344–345

see also human trafficking
Mongoloids, 366
Moore, Wilbert, 34–35
moral boundaries, 416–417
mortgages

African Americans, 381
middle class, 188
upper class, 144–145
and wealth, 8, 16

motherhood penalty, 337–338
the Mozart Effect, 414–416
multiculturalism, 353–355
multiracial identity, 353–355
multivariate descriptive statistics, 74
music industry

black music, 398
buying culture, 425–426
concentration of ownership, 401
cultural capital, 414–416
cultural hegemony, 400–401
decline in revenue, 401
pop culture, 394–395
rap music, 395–399, 425

National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), 286

National Voter Registration Act
(NVRA), 471–472

nationality, upper class, 156–157
Native Americans see American

Indians
natural growth approach, 195
Naturalization Act, 366–367
naturalization (racism), 378
needs-based approaches to poverty,

203, 204–205
Nee’s market transition theory,

451–454
negative relationships (correlation),

83–85
Negroids, 366
neoliberalism, 417
net worth, 16
the Netherlands, education in, 483–484
New Deal, 225, 231
new rich, 136–138
Newman, Katherine, 261–262
newspapers, 24–25
Nigeria, inequality, 10
“night at the shelter” case study,

232–233
noblesse oblige, 151
Noel’s theory of ethnic stratification,

375–376
nonmaterial culture, 391
nonstandard work relations (NSWAs),

434–436
normal distribution, 85–88, 211
normative race theory, 376–377
normative statements, 64

objectified capital, 414
occupation

automation, 185
class reproduction, 123
conflict approach, 36–39
devaluation of women’s work thesis,
334–336

feminization of labor, 329–331
functionalist approach, 34–35
gender inequality, 326–328
generational inequality, 139
gig economy, 54–55
household income, 102–103
inequality over time, 19–22
Marxist theories, 42
middle class, 177–178
prestige, 15
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occupation (cont.)
ranking, 15
sex segregation, 328–329
social attainment theory, 288
social class, 100
social differentiation, 14–15
social mobility, 242–243
transmission of class, 117, 118–119
upper class, 145–148
wealth, 135

occupational hierarchy, functionalist
approach, 173–174

offices, power dynamics in, 56–57
official poverty, 204
offshoring, 444
oligarchy, 476–477
omnivores (cultural), 395
open stratification systems, 252–253
operationalization, 68
oppositional culture, 393–394
Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development
(OECD), 432

organizations in modern society, 52–53
out-groups, 119, 375–376, 392

paradigm shift, 213, 319–320
paradigms, 30–31
parent-teacher associations (PTAs),

172
parents

childrearing practices and class,
117–118

family time management, 337–338
household division of labor,

336–338, 348
impact on child’s education, 288–291
motherhood penalty, 337–338
transmission of class, 114–119
see also family structure; gener-

ational inequality
Parents Music Resource Centre

(PMRC), 399
Parsons, Talcott, 35
parties (political)

class action, 120–121
influence on elections, 459
social change, 461–462
Weberian theories, 49

party see political power

patriarchal terrorism, 338–339, 343
Pearson Product Moment Correlation,

84–85
percentages, 77
percentiles, 77
petit bourgeois, 46, 169
philanthropy, 149–151
see also charitable donations

pimps, 424–425
pink ghettos, 334–336
Pledge of Allegiance, 292–293, 307–308
point-in-time street count, 221
police, killing of George Floyd, 358
policies for inequality reduction, 13
policy see legal context; public policy
Political Action Committees (PACs),

475–476
political opportunity, 484–485
political power
American race/ethnic hierarchy,

365–366
history of the American racial

classification system, 366–367
lobbying, 475
oligarchy, 476–477
Political Action Committees (PACs),

475–476
racial contract, 361–362
unions, 61
Weberian theories, 49
women’s suffrage, 323–324
see also parties (political)

political systems
and inequality, 467–477
social change, 461–462
who votes?, 468–472

the poor, 12
see also poverty

pop culture, 394–395
population, the Census, 94–95
positional goods, 294
positive relationships (correlation),

83–85
positive statements, 63–64
positivism, 63–64
postsecondary school, 276–279
see also college

poverty
attitudes about, 227–229
consequences of, 219–225

criticisms of U.S. welfare, 479–480
culture of, 211–213
cycle of, 213–215, 229–230
developed countries, 432–433
developing countries, 442–443
incidence, 205–206
macro theories, 211
meaning of, 200–201
measuring, 201–205
micro theories, 215–217
“night at the shelter” case study,

232–233
policies for inequality reduction
and race, 386
race and ethnicity, 208–209
reasons for, 210–211,

229–230
regional, 207–208
reproduction of, 233–234
social welfare programs, 225–227
the working poor, 217–219

poverty line, 26
poverty rate, 200–205, 207–208,

213–215
power

bureaucracy and authority,
50–52

conflict theories, 37–38
cultural capital, 414–416
domination theory, 375–376
hegemony and gender, 317–320
Lenski’s second law of distribution,

39
office dynamics, 56–57
social stratification, 17
the state and market transition,

453–454
symbols, 414
upper class, 151–156
upper class women, 158–159
see also political power

power conversion, 453
power elite, 151–156

upper class women, 157–159
prescriptive research, 65
prestige

occupation, 15
social stratification, 16–17
Weberian theories, 48

primary school, 274, 436
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prisons
constrained mobility, 269
criminal justice system, 58–60
race, 356–357

private ownership, billionaires, 25–26
private schooling, 282–286
privilege

benefits, 15
conflict theories, 37–38
and culture, 426–427
Lenski, Graham, 39
private schooling, 283–285
ruling class, 153
Weber, Max, 49–50
see also elite class

probability, 88
hypothesis testing, 89–90
sampling, 89

production
black art, 398
concentration of media ownership,
401–403

cultural apparatus, 404–405
culture, 400–401
mode of, 40–41
music industry, 398
see also means of production

profane items, 414
proletariat (Marxist theories), 42–43,

169
property see housingmarket; real estate

as an asset
property ownership, 320–321
property tax, 304
proportions (statistics), 77
protest masculinity, 318
Protestant Work Ethic, 409
psychedelic movement, 392–393
public policy

criticisms of U.S. welfare,
479–480

the economy, 462–465
education, 481–484
effectiveness at reducing inequality,
477–484

employment, 477–478
families
formation of, 497
political system and inequality,
467–477

poverty
race/ethnicity, 480–481
social change, 459–460
social welfare, 478
state and local taxes (SALT),

466–467
tax reform, 466

public schooling, 282–286, 482–483
public sociology, 459–461
Puritans, 322

quartile, 77
quid pro quo, 413–414
quintile

intergenerational mobility, 245,
246–247

sampling, 77
social mobility case study, 258–261

race
academic positions, 302–303
access to resources, 18
achievement gap theories, 298–299
Clarendon Heights housing project,

27–28
college enrollment, 276
Covid-19 pandemic, 186–187
demographic trends and inequality, 13
education and the dropout rate,

275–276
educational access, 296–298
ethnoracial pentagon, 353–355
fertility rates, 332–333
future of race relations, 379–383
history of the American racial

classification system, 367
homelessness, 224
homeschooling, 286
immigration and the ethnoracial

hierarchy, 363–366
media portrayals, 403–404
middle-class childrearing, 195–196
oppositional culture, 393–394
policies for inequality reduction,

480–481
poverty, 208–209
private vs. public schooling, 285
and social class, 371, 374–375
social construction, 352–353
stereotypes, 372–373, 479

union membership, 170–171
upper class, 156–157
voting patterns, 469–470
wages, 362–363
wealth inequality, 8
welfare programs, 479
see also individually named groups e.g.

African American

race talk, 378
racial caste oppression, 379
racial contract, 361–362
racial differentiation, 355, 367
racial profiling, 360–361
racial segregation

black music, 398
education, 296–298
history in the US, 367, 368–370
immigration and the ethnoracial
hierarchy, 363–366

miscegenation, 356
resegregation, 304–306
residential segregation, 357, 359

racism, 367–373
color-blind, 377–379
discrimination, 370–372
ethnoracial inequality theories,
373–379

history of the American racial
classification system, 367

stereotypes, 372–373
white fragility, 366

radio, 402
Rainwater, Lee, 102–103, 111–114
random sampling, 70–71
range (variation), 79–80
rap music, 395–399, 425
rape, 339, 341–343
rational-legal authority, 51
real estate as an asset, 142–143
recessions

business cycles, 159–161
COVID-19 pandemic, 186
economic downturn (2007–09),
185–186, 462–465

Great Depression, 186
middle class, 185–187

reciprocity exchanges, 413–414
recruitment practices, 123
redistributive state socialist economies,

449–450
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regional poverty, 207–208
Regional Transportation District

(RTD), 490
regression models, 90–91
relations of production, 41–42
relative mobility, 241–242
relative poverty, 202
religion

culture and strategies of action,
409–413

educational attainment, 410–411
family structure, 409–410
homeschooling, 286–287
household income, 411–412
influence on social mobility, 261
Pledge of Allegiance, 307–308
racial contract, 361–362
Roman Catholics social mobility

case study, 258–261
subordination of women, 321–323
upper class, 156–157

religious homogamy, 259
research approaches to inequality,

64–65
research design, 65–72

questions, 63–64, 66–67
studying inequality, 63
see also statistics

research methods, 71–72
resegregation, 304–306
residential segregation, 22

African Americans, 357
class oppression, 380–381
future of race relations, 386
Latinx Americans, 359
race-based, 381–382

resource access
allocation, 172–173
definition, 15
developing countries, 441–442
family structure, 18
gender inequality, 18
middle class, 184
race, 18
social movements, 485

resource mobilization theory, 485
restricted codes, 293
richest people see billionaires; elite class
risk/reward, 461

see also meritocracy

Roman Catholicism see Catholicism
Roosevelt, Franklin D. 225
Roscoe’s Chicken and Waffles

restaurant, 426–427
Rowe, Jeanette, 234–236
ruling class, 153
see also elite class

sacred items, 414
salary see wages
Salem Witch Trials, 322
same-sex marriage, 349–350
sampling, 89
the Census, 94–95
cluster, 71
convenience, 71
predicting election results, 92–94
random, 70–71
research design, 70–71
stratified, 71

SAT tests, 295–296
savings
middle class, 187–188
upper class, 140–143

scatterplots, 81–83
school choice, 482–483
schools
curriculum and social reproduction,

291–292
hidden curriculum, 292–293
historical context, 281–282
oppositional culture, 393–394
primary, 274
private vs. public, 282–286
secondary, 275–276
women as principals, 303

science
paradigms, 30–31
positivism, 63–64
research approaches, 64–65
research design, 65–72

science, technology, engineering, maths
(STEM), 325–326

scientific review process, 72
second law of distribution, 39
secondary school, 275–276, 436
secret societies, 418–420
selection see admissions to college
self-employment see freelance
self-identification of class, 108–109

self-interest, first law of distribution,
38–39

self-selection (schools), 285–286
senior societies, 418–420
sex

biology and terminology, 312–314
definition, 312
subordination of women, 320–323
see also gender

sex categories, 313
sex chromosomes, 312–314
sex inequality see gender inequality
sex segregation, 328–329, 336
sex trafficking, 344–345
sex workers, 343
sexual assault, 339
sexual preference, 18
sexual violence, 341–343
shadow education, 295
Shanti Project, 486–489
sharing economy, 179–181
sickle cell anemia, 382
Sierra Leone, 442, 446
simple horticultural society, 31–32
skew (statistics), 80–81
skills

attainment measures, 294–295
class reproduction, 123
college graduates, 58
conflict approach, 37
devaluation of women’s work thesis,

334–336
functionalist approach, 34–35
globalization, 58
the working poor, 217–219

Skull and Bones of Yale, 420
slavery, 255

African Americans, 356–358
history of the American racial

classification system, 367
modern slavery, 343, 344–345
racial caste oppression, 379
see also human trafficking

social action, functionalist approach,
35

social attainment theory, 288
social boundaries, 417–420
social capital

Catholic schools, 285–286
criminal justice system, 269
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cultural matching, 123
and culture, 413–414
definition, 413
education, 416
elite education, 419
highbrow and lowbrow culture, 126
parent-
teacher associations (PTAs), 172

poverty, 219–220
social change

agents of, 486–493
effectiveness of policies at reducing
inequality, 477–484

Marxist theories, 44–45
meaning of, 460–461
political system and inequality,
467–477

political systems, 461–462
public policy, 459–460
theories of, 484–485
types of sociology, 459–461

social class
beliefs about inequality, 121–122
boundary-making, 417–420
class consciousness, 119–121
conflict approach, 36–39
criminal justice system, 58–60
cultural dimensions, 103–106
culture of poverty, 211–213
economic dimensions, 101–103
identification of, 113–114
Marxist division, 42, 45
Marxist theory of class conflict,
42–43, 495–496

objective definition, 101, 107–108
and race, 371, 374–375
reputational definition, 109
self-identification, 108–109
structure of stratification, 39–40
structured inequality, 99–100
subjective definition, 103, 108–109
transmission of, 114–119, 123, 125
voting patterns, 471
Weberian theories, 47–50
Wright, Erik Olin, 45–46

social club memberships,
418–420

social construction
gender, 315
race, 352–353

social differentiation
definition, 14
occupation, 14–15
traits on which people differ, 15

social inference
research, 63
statistics

social isolation
boundary-making, 416–417
homelessness, 224
poverty, 205, 219–220

social mobility, 238–239
class consciousness, 121
criminal justice system, 125, 269
definition, 238
downward mobility, 239, 261–264
education, 290–291, 483–484
inheritance, 249–252
meaning and measurement, 239–242
middle class, 187
possibility of, 12
systems of inequality and

stratification, 252–255
theories of, 255–261
through history, 242–248
Winfrey, Oprah, case study, 265–266

social movements
American Indian Movement,

491–493
civil rights, 368–370, 381–382, 477
disabilities, 490
meaning of, 459–460
political opportunities, 484–485
resource mobilization theory, 485

social networks
cultural associations, 413–414
and religion, 412–413

social order, Weberian theories, 48
social policy see public policy
social reproduction

education, 291–292
intergenerational transmission,

114–115
poverty, 233–234
status community, 49

social science
challenges studying culture, 390–392
education, 272
paradigms, 31
types of sociology, 459–461

Weberian theories, 47
Women’s Studies and Gender
Studies, 319–320

social security, 387, 462
social stratification

and class, 99–100
conflict approach, 36–39
dimensions of, 15–17
education, 283–285, 286–287,
288–293

functionalist approach, 34–35, 38–39
inequality, 11–15
Marxist theories, 40–46, 52–53
social and economic positions, 17–19
structure of, 39–40
systems of inequality and
stratification, 252–255

Weberian theories, 46–53
social welfare

attitudes about, 227–229
challenges of delivering services,
234–236

criticisms of U.S. welfare, 479–480
employment, 477–478
families
Homeless Assistance Act, 220–221
“night at the shelter” case study,
232–233

policies for inequality reduction, 478
political systems and inequality,
461–462

and poverty, 225–227
social policy and the economy,
462–465

underclass, 227
white privilege, 387–388

socialist systems
Marxism, 44–45
political systems and inequality,
461–462

socialization theory, 277–279
society, and culture, 395–399
socioeconomic status

categorical approach, 98–99
continuous approach, 98
economic dimensions, 101–103
gradational theories, 39–40

sociology of culture, 391
solidarity, 417
spatial mismatch theory, 207–208, 214
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special educational needs, 304, 482–483
specialized human capital thesis,

331–333
spending habits, 16
split-labor market, 379–380
sponsored mobility, 290–291
sports

class reproduction, 123
social class, 106
university admissions, 124

stalking, 340
standard deviation, 79–80, 87
state and local taxes (SALT), 466–467
the state, and market transition,

453–454
statistical discrimination, 370
statistics

central tendency, 78–79
correlations, 83–85
descriptive, 73–74
distributions, 74–77
Gini coefficient, 81
hypothesis testing, 89–90
inequality, 72–73
inferential statistics, 85
normal distribution, 85–88
percentages, proportions, and

percentiles, 77
probability, 88
purpose of analysis, 72
regression models, 90–91
sampling, 89
scatterplots, 81–83
skew, 80–81
variation, 79–80

Statistics of Income Division of the
Internal Revenue Service (SOI), 136

status
education, 288–291
prestige, 15, 16–17
stereotype threat, 308–309
titles of address, 17, 289
Weberian theories, 47–50, 172
see also social stratification

status attainment model, 288, 415–416
status community, 49
status groups, 106, 172
status quo, 405–406
stereotype threat, 301, 308–309, 403,

481

stereotypes
discrimination, 371–372
gendered, 316–317
racial, 372–373, 479

Stewart B. McKinney Act, 220–221
sticky floor, 335
stocks
as assets, 142
business cycles, 159–161

Stonewall, 349–350
storytelling, and racism, 379
strain theory, 213
strategic elites, 154–155
strategies of action, 395
stratified sampling, 71
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