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|As Night Falls

In a world that is constantly awake, illuminated and exposed, there is
much to gain from looking into the darkness of times past. This fascinating
and vivid picture of nocturnal life in Middle Eastern cities shows that the
night in the eighteenth-century Ottoman Empire created unique conditions
for economic, criminal, political, devotional and leisurely pursuits that
were hardly possible during the day. Offering the possibility of livelihood
and brotherhood, pleasure and refuge; the darkness allowed confiding,
hiding and conspiring – activities which had far-reaching consequences
on Ottoman state and society in the Early Modern period. Instead of
dismissing the night as merely a dark corridor between days, As Night

Falls demonstrates how fundamental these nocturnal hours have been in
shaping the major social, cultural and political processes in the Early
Modern Middle East.

avner wishnitzer is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Middle
Eastern and African History at Tel Aviv University where he specializes in
the social and cultural history of the Ottoman Empire. He is the author of
Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire

(2015) and a co-editor of A Global Middle East: Mobility, Materiality and

Culture in the Modern Age, 1880–1940 (2016).
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In memory of Walter G. Andrews (1939–2020)

“For in the dark of that night she saw that Alexander clearly”
Latifi (d. 1582)
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Oxford, I thank Aslı Niyazioğlu for several wonderful conversations,
and for providing insightful comments on parts of the manuscript.
I also thank John-Paul Ghobrial and the participants of his seminar
for some important feedback.

x Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108832144
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83214-4 — As Night Falls
Avner Wishnitzer 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

At Cambridge University Press, I thank Maria Marsh, Daniel
Brown, Atifa Jiwa, and Thomas Haynes, who made working on this
book a real pleasure. I am also indebted to Franklin Mathews Jebaraj
and especially Benjamin Johnson, for the editing. I thank Raquel
Ukeles, curator of the National Library of Israel’s Islam and Middle
East Collection, for facilitating the work on the Jerusalem Court
Records, and Roger Ekirch, for a particularly important conversation.
I owe thanks also to Ehud Toledano, Dror Ze’evi, and Avi Rubin for
their ideas and support, and to Jens Hanssen, Amnon Cohen, Nurçin
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Note on Terms, Names, and Transliteration

Ottoman Turkish words have been transliterated according to modern
Turkish standards. In cases where the Ottoman words are no longer
used in modern Turkish, they were transliterated according to the
Redhouse Turkish/Ottoman-English Dictionary (1968). Arabic and
Hebrew words were transliterated based on the style adopted by the
International Journal of Middle East Studies. Arabic and Turkish
terms usually appear in the singular form and are italicized and
explained on the first appearance. Whenever the plural form of such
terms is required, a romanized “s” is added to them. Extracts from
poetry and chronicles that had been transliterated by other scholars
and incorporated into the current study follow the original transliter-
ation. All translations are mine, if not otherwise indicated. Names of
places commonly known to readers of English have been written in
their usual forms (therefore, Istanbul, not İstanbul; Jerusalem, not
Yerūshalayim or al-Quds). For names of authors who wrote in
Ottoman-Turkish, Turkish transliteration was applied (hence Hasan
Hamid and not Ḥasan H ̣amı̄d). In cases where there are several
common transliterations in modern Turkish, I chose the one closest
to the Ottoman source (hence Ahmed Midhat and not Ahmet Mithat).
However, in titles of Ottoman publications that have been reprinted in
modern Turkish, the names of authors appear as transliterated by the
publisher. Inconsistency between text and references in some places is
therefore unavoidable. Names of authors who wrote in Arabic or
Hebrew were transliterated following IJMES conventions.
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BOA – Başbakanlık Osmanlı Arşivi
EI – Encyclopaedia of Islam

IJMES – International Journal of Middle East Studies

JS – Jerusalem Sicili
TDVİA – Türkiye Diyanet Vakfı İslam Ansiklopedisi

ÜS – Üsküdar Sicili
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