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to open up exciting new fields for exploration. Each of the distin-
guished contributors has produced a cutting-edge exploration of a
topic in the history and culture of the Roman empire dealing with a
subject on which Professor Shaw has contributed valuable work.
Three major themes extend across the volume as a whole. First, the
ways in which the Roman world represented an intricate web of
connections even while society remained fragmented and many
people’s lives were local. Second, the ways in which the peculiar
Roman space promoted religious competition in a sophisticated
marketplace for practices and beliefs, with Christianity being a
major benefactor. Finally, the varying forms of violence that were
endemic within and between communities.
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For Brent D. Shaw, on the occasion of his retirement from the
Department of Classics at Princeton University, with much

appreciation and affection (photo: Robert A. Kaster)
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