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chosen nation, the Jews, and the law of the New Testament, called the
New Law or the Law of the Gospel, given to the Church. One might
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The Old Law’s Moral Precepts (Question 100) 102

Are All of the Old Law’s Moral Precepts Also Included in the Natural
Law? (Article 1) 102

If all the moral precepts of the Old Law belong to natural law, then we
could have known them all by reason alone. In that case, why was it
necessary for God to add words? But if any of the moral precepts of
the Old Law do not belong to natural law, then they would seem
arbitrary to us – unintelligible decrees without any basis other than
that they were decreed. In that case, how could they count as true law?
For in order to be true law, doesn’t an edict have to be recognizable as
an ordinance of reason?
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Law Too? 113
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In the present Article we are concerned with the Decalogue, which is a
summary of the Old Law. At first glance, what these Ten
Commandments include and leave out might seem a bit quirky. For
example, since we are forbidden even to consider possessing our
neighbor’s wives and husbands, why aren’t we forbidden even to
consider lying and murdering, acts that are also wrong? After
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from being arbitrary or idiosyncratic, the Commandments are
organized and systematic.
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A precept is “dispensable” if the authority that issues it can allow an
exception to the duty of obedience. Are the Ten Commandments
dispensable? For example, could any person ever be allowed to
dishonor his parents, steal or murder, or be unfaithful to his wife?
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Have to Be Obeyed in a Certain Way? (Article 9) 197

I may perform a just deed because it is ingrained in me to do the right
thing the right way, but I may also perform it merely because people
are watching. Does the law require only that certain things be done?
Or does it also require that they be done “according to the mode of
virtue” – in the way that a just person would perform them?
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Should They? 215

Did the Old Law’s Moral Precepts Have to Be Obeyed According to
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We have already considered whether the precepts of Divine law require
doing the deeds that they perform as a virtuous person would perform
them. However, the complete development of the virtues lies in that
loving friendship between man and God which is called charity. In
fact, without charity, even the ordinary moral excellences are virtues
only “in a restricted sense,” because although they direct us to good
purposes, they do not have the power to place these purposes in right
relationship to our ultimate purpose, which is God. These facts force
us to broaden our inquiry. If even acts of virtue are not all that they
should be unless motivated by charity, then do the precepts of Divine
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other moral precepts. Were they really needed? Why isn’t the
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the Decalogue itself, and all the other Old Law moral rules.
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Did the Moral Precepts of the Old LawMakeMan Just and Acceptable
in the Sight of God? (Article 12) 265

The question of this Article is whether a person can earn his way
into God’s approval by doing the sorts of good “works” or deeds
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which were commanded by the Old Law. One of the difficulties
theologians confront is that some New Testament passages seem to
suggest that obedience to the Old Law’s moral precepts does have the
power to do this, but others seem to suggest that it does not. How we
can be justified – how we can be made just in God’s sight and
acceptable to Him – is one of the great doctrines of Christianity,
and was also one of the great fault lines during the Protestant
Reformation.
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The vast majority of the ceremonial precepts are what St. Thomas calls
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St. Thomas holds that although the ceremonial precepts of the Old
Law passed away with the coming of Christ, their underlying rationale
continues to have much to teach us. This is even more true of the
judicial precepts, which were the civil law of the ancient Jewish people,
a commonwealth of human beings united under God. The first
category of judicial precepts is “precepts concerning rulers,” which is
almost equivalent to what we call “constitutional laws.” The Israelite
community had the special characteristic of being united in subjection
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to God – as all communities ought to be – but most of what we find
here has implications for any community whatsoever.

Text, Paraphrase, and Commentary 311
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(Article 2) 336

Having considered the reasons for the rules about the structure of
governance, St. Thomas now turns to the reasons for the rules about
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extremely long, I have summarized the Objections and Replies,
devoting the usual line-by-line commentary only to the sed contra and
the respondeo.
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Besides addressing relations among persons of the Chosen Nation, the
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lands, some were sojourners passing through the land, and some,
though not Israelites, were residents of the land.
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Is the New Law a Written Law, or Is It Poured into Us? (Article 1) 395

St. Thomas argues that although in one sense the New Law is a written
law, something outside of us, in another sense it is the very grace of the
Holy Spirit, instilled into us. The latter sense is primary, but,
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continuation, lest it be lost; and in still other places as its fulfillment.
Not only does the God of Truth declare His followers just, but also,
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