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NOTIONS OF AUTHENTICITY IN ART AND THEOLOGY

In this volume, Karin Krause examines conceptions of divine inspiration and
authenticity in the religious literature and visual arts of Byzantium. During
antiquity and the medieval era, “inspiration” encompassed a range of ideas
regarding the divine contribution to the creation of holy texts, icons, and
other material objects by human beings. Krause traces the origins of the
notion of divine inspiration in the Jewish and polytheistic cultures of the
ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds and their reception in
Byzantine religious culture. Exploring how conceptions of authenticity are
employed in Byzantium to claim religious authority, she analyzes texts in
a range of genres, as well as images in different media, including manuscript
illumination, icons, and mosaics. Her interdisciplinary study demonstrates the
pivotal role that claims to the divine inspiration of religious literature and art
played in the construction of Byzantine cultural identity.

Karin Krause is an assistant professor of Byzantine Theology and Visual
Culture at the University of Chicago. Her research has been supported by
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c. circa

cent. century
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f. / ft. folio / folia (folios)
fig(s). figure(s)

Hom. Homily

ie.id est

ibid. ibidem

Inc. Incipit

nv. inventory

L / 1L line(s)

LXX Septuagint

Ms. / Mss. Manuscript(s)

n. / nn. note(s)

no. / nos. number(s)

NRSV New Revised Standard Version
Or. Oration

p- / pp- page(s)

pl. / pls. plate(s)

Ps. Pseudo

r. reigned

s.v. sub voce

SBLGNT Society of Biblical Literature Greek New Testament
St. / Sts. Saint(s)

trans. translated (by), translation (by)
v. / vv. verse(s)
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Xviil LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

vol(s). volume(s)
vs. versus

The titles of biblical books are abbreviated according to The SBL Handbook of Style
(second edition). Atlanta: SBL Press, 2014.
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