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This is a ground-breaking study of German operational command dur-
ing a critical phase of the First World War from November 1916 to the
eve of the third battle of Ypres. The situation faced by the German army
on the Western Front in 1917 was very different from the one antici-
pated in pre-war doctrine, and Holding Out examines how German
commanders and staff officers adapted. Tony Cowan analyses key com-
mand tasks to get under the skin of the army’s command culture,
internal politics and battle management systems from co-ordinating
the troops, matériel and different levels of command needed to fight
a modern battle to continuously learning and applying lessons from the
ever-changing Western Front. His detailed analysis of the German
defeat of the 1917 Entente spring offensive sheds new light on how the
army and Germany were able to hold out so long during the war against
increasing odds.

Dr Tony Cowan is a retired diplomat and member of the British
Commission for Military History, Society of Military History and
Western Front Association. He co-edited a translation of the German
official monograph on the battle of Amiens (2019).
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Western Front

Other fronts

13-18 Nov. 1916

Battle of the Ancre (Somme)

First edition of new German defensive
doctrine issued

Second French counter-offensive at
Verdun
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Date Western Front Other fronts

18 Dec. 1916

15 Feb. 1917 Germans capture new French attack
doctrine
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salient
26-7 Feb. 1917
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12-13 Mar. 1917
14 Mar. 1917
16-18 Mar. 1917 German withdrawal to the Hindenburg
Line
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4 Apr. 1917 British bombardment for battle of Arras
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_________________________________ Dl e
6 Apr. 1917
6 Apr. 1917
7 Apr. 1917
8 Apr. 1917 French bombardment for Nivelle
offensive begins
9-14 Apr. 1917 Battle of Arras first phase

11 Apr. 1917 First battle of Bullecourt

13 Apr. 1917 ) Nivelle offensive (Oise)
15Apr 1017 German attack at Lagnicourt (Arras)
1620 Apr. 1017 - Nivelle offensive (Aisne) first phase
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17-20 Apr. 1917 Nivelle offensive (Champagne) first
phase
17 Apr. 1917 First mutiny in the French army
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24 Apr. 1917

26 Apr. 1917

28-29 Apr. 1917 Battle of Arras third phase

phase
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Date Western Front Other fronts
3—-4 May 1917 Battle of Arras fourth phase
3-17 May 1917 Second battle of Bullecourt

18 May 1917

20-5 May 1917 Nivelle offensive (Champagne) third
phase

22-5 May 1917 Nivelle offensive (Aisne) third phase
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Date Western Front Other fronts

7-14 Jun. 1917 Battle of Messines

9-29 Jun. 1917 Battle of Asiago (South

__________________________________________________________________________________ Tirol)

1-28 Jul. 1917 Kerensky offensive

10-11 Jul. 1917 German attack at Nieuport

13 Jul. 1917

19 Jul. 1917

19 Jul.-3 Sept. 1917 German and Austro-
Hungarian counter-
offensive

31 Jul. 1917 Third battle of Ypres begins
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Map 1 Plan for co-ordinated offensives in France, Russia and Italy
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Map 2 Joffre’s plan for the 1917 Western Front offensive
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