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The Cambridge Companion to Kazuo Ishiguro offers a wide-ranging
introduction to key aspects of the novelist’s remarkable body of work. The
volume addresses Ishiguro’s engagement with fundamental questions of
humanity and personal responsibility, with aesthetic value and political
valency, with the vicissitudes of memory and historical documentation, and
with questions of family, home, and homelessness. Focused through the
personal experiences of some of the most memorable characters in
contemporary fiction, Ishiguro’s writing speaks to the major communitarian
questions of our time – questions of nationalism and colonialism, race and
ethnicity, migration, war, and cultural memory and social justice. The chapters
attend to Ishiguro’s highly readable novels while also ranging across his other
creative output. Gathering together established and emerging scholars from the
UK, Europe, the USA, and East Asia, the volume offers a survey of key works
and themes while also moving critical discussion forward in new and
challenging ways.

Andrew Bennett is Professor of English at the University of Bristol.
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CHRONOLOGY

1954 Born on 8 November in Nagasaki, Japan, to Shizuo Ishiguro and
Shizuko (née Michida), a middle child with two sisters.

1960 The family move to Guilford in Surrey, UK, in April, when Shizuo, a
research scientist, takes up a post at the National Institute of
Oceanography in Wormley.

1966 Leaves Stoughton Primary School, Guildford.
1973 Graduates from Woking County Grammar School for Boys; under-

takes various casual jobs on a gap year before university.
1974 Hitchhikes around the West Coast of the USA and British Columbia

with a guitar, attempting to establish himself as a singer-songwriter
as well as starting to draft stories. After returning to the UK, enrols
on a degree in English and Philosophy at the University of Kent.

1975 Suspends studies at university for the academic year 1975–6, taking
up a job as a community worker in Renfrew, near Glasgow.

1978 Graduates from the University of Kent.
1979 Works with homeless people for the Cyrenians charity in Notting

Hill, London. Meets Lorna MacDougal.
1980 Graduates with an MA in Creative Writing from the University of

East Anglia (taught by Malcolm Bradbury; mentored by Angela
Carter). Works in Cardiff as a social worker. ‘A Strange and
Sometimes Sadness’ is published in the literary magazine Bananas.

1981 Moves to Sydenham, South London, working with the homeless
until taking up full-time writing in 1982. Three stories published by
Faber in Introduction 7: Stories by New Writers (‘A Strange and
Sometimes Sadness’; ‘Getting Poisoned’; ‘Waiting for J’); ‘A Family
Supper’ is published in Quarto magazine.

1982 APaleViewofHills is publishedby Faber in theUK.Commissioned by
Channel 4 to write two plays for television. Becomes a British subject.
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1983 ‘A Family Supper’ published by Penguin in Firebird 2; ‘Summer after
the War’ published in the Granta ‘Best of Young British Novelists’
volume. A Pale View of Hills awarded Winifred Holtby Prize
for fiction.

1984 Commissioned TV script, A Profile of Arthur J. Mason, is broadcast
by Channel 4.

1986 Publishes An Artist of the Floating World, which wins the Whitbread
Book of the Year award and is shortlisted for the Booker Prize.
Publishes an Introduction to Penguin the translation of Yasunari
Kawabata’s Snow Country and Thousand Cranes. TV play The

Gourmet is broadcast by Channel 4. Marries Lorna. Travels in
East Asia (Singapore and Malaysia).

1989 Publishes The Remains of the Day, which wins the Booker Prize.
Visits Japan for the first time since leaving the country in 1960.
Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

1992 Birth of daughter, Naomi.
1993 The film version of The Remains of the Day (dir. James Ivory with

film script by Ruth Prawer-Jhabvala; starring Anthony Hopkins and
Emma Thompson) is released and is nominated for eight Oscars, five
Golden Globe awards, and six BAFTAS.

1995 Publishes The Unconsoled, which is shortlisted for the Booker Prize.
Awarded the OBE for services to literature, and Italy’s Premio
Scanno prize.

1998 Awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the
French Government.

2000 Publishes When We Were Orphans, which is shortlisted for the
Booker Prize and the Whitbread award.

2003 Contributes liner notes to the American jazz vocalist Stacey Kent’s In
Love Again CD.

2004 Release of The Saddest Music in the World (dir. Guy Madden), for
which Ishiguro originally wrote the screenplay.

2005 PublishesNever Let Me Go,which is shortlisted for the Booker Prize.
2006 The White Countess (dir. James Ivory; starring Ralph Fiennes and

Natasha Richardson), for which Ishiguro wrote the screenplay, is
released in the UK.

2007 Shizuo Ishiguro dies. Begins collaboration with Stacey Kent: lyrics
appear on four songs on her Breakfast on the Morning Tram CD.

2009 Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall is published and is
shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial Prize.

xvi
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2010 Film version of Never Let Me Go is released (dir. Mark Romanek,
screenplay by Alex Garland; starring Carey Mulligan, Keira
Knightley, and Andrew Garfield).

2011 Lyrics for ‘Postcard Lovers’ on Stacy Kent’s CDDreamer in Concert.
2013 Lyrics for three songs on Stacy Kent’s CD The Changing Lights.
2015 The Buried Giant is published. Papers, including drafts, letters, and

notes, are bought by the Harry Ransom Center at the University of
Texas, Austin.

2017 Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. Lyrics for ‘Bullet Train’ on
Stacy Kent’s I Know I Dream CD.

2018 Awarded the Japanese Order of the Rising Sun.
2019 Awarded a British knighthood for services to literature. Shizuko

Ishiguro dies.
2021 Klara and the Sun is published. Lyrics for three songs on Stacy Kent’s

Songs from Other Places CD.
2022 Release of Living (dir. Oliver Hermanus; starring Bill Nighy), for

which Ishiguro wrote the screenplay based on Akira Kurosama’s
Ikiru (1952).

Major Publications in Date Order

1982 A Pale View of Hills

1986 An Artist of the Floating World

1989 The Remains of the Day

1995 The Unconsoled

2000 When We Were Orphans

2005 Never Let Me Go

2009 Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall

2015 The Buried Giant

2021 Klara and the Sun
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ABBREVIATIONS

AFW An Artist of the Floating World

BG The Buried Giant

CKI Conversations with Kazuo Ishiguro

KS Klara and the Sun

N Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall

NLMG Never Let Me Go

PVH A Pale View of Hills

RD The Remains of the Day

TCE My Twentieth Century Evening and Other Small Breakthroughs

U The Unconsoled

WWWO When We Were Orphans
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