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COMM I T T E D TO R I GH T S

International treaties are the primary means for codifying global human

rights standards. However, nation-states are able to make their own

choices in how to legally commit to human rights treaties. A state

commits to a treaty through four commitment acts: signature,

ratification, accession, and succession. These acts signify diverging legal

paths with distinct contexts and mechanisms for rights change reflecting

legalization, negotiation, sovereignty, and domestic constraints. How

a state moves through these actions determines how, when, and to what

extent it will comply with the human rights treaties it commits to. Using

legal, archival, and quantitative analysis this important book shows that

disentangling legal paths to commitment reveals distinct and significant

compliance outcomes. Legal context matters for human rights and has

important implications for the conceptualization of treaty commitment,

the consideration of non-binding commitment, and an optimistic outlook

for the impact of human rights treaties.
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