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Political Censorship in British Hong Kong

Drawing on archival materials, Michael Ng challenges the widely accepted

narrative that freedom of expression in Hong Kong is a legacy of British rule

of law. Demonstrating that the media and schools were pervasively censored

for much of the colonial period and only liberated at a very late stage of British

rule, this book complicates our understanding of howHongKong came to be a

city that championed free speech by the late 1990s. With extensive use of

primary sources, the free press, freedom of speech and judicial independence

are all revealed to be products of Britain’s China strategy. Ng shows that, from

the nineteenth to the twentieth century, Hong Kong’s legal history was deeply

affected by China’s relations with world powers. Demonstrating that Hong

Kong’s freedoms drifted along waves of change in global politics, this book

offers a new perspective on the British legal regime in Hong Kong.

Michael Ng is Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law at the University of

Hong Kong and has published widely on the legal history of China and Hong

Kong in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He has been appointed as

visiting fellow of the University of Cambridge, visiting scholar of the

University of Melbourne and the National University of Singapore, and

visiting Associate Professor of National Taiwan University. He was a found-

ing officer and executive committee member of the International Society for

Chinese Law and History.
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to broaden the study of law. The series is a vehicle for the publication of

innovative monographs and texts that treat law and legal phenomena
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economic contexts. A contextual approach involves treating legal subjects

broadly, using materials from other humanities and social sciences, and from

any other discipline that helps to explain the operation in practice of the

particular legal field or legal phenomena under investigation. It is intended

that this orientation is at once more stimulating and more revealing than the

bare exposition of legal rules. The series includes original research

monographs, coursebooks and textbooks that foreground contextual

approaches and methods. The series includes and welcomes books on the
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