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Searching for a New Kenya analyses public discussion in urban Kenya,

focusing on the gatherings of citizens, both in person and online, where

people discuss issues of common concern, to shed light on the role public

discussion plays in politics and how social media affect political

movements. Through rich ethnographic study of politics on the ground

and online inMombasa, Stephanie Diepeveen brings a fresh perspective on

the wider challenges and dynamics of negotiating political narratives

across protracted historical debates and changing digital media. Based on

a critical revision of Hannah Arendt’s ideas about action and power, this

study explores the different dynamics of public talk in practice. It

contributes to wider debates about the place and limitations of the

Western canon in relation to the study of politics elsewhere, while also

offering a nuanced view of why and how certain terms of debate persist in

Kenya, and where the potential for change lies for public talk across

changing media.

Stephanie Diepeveen is a researcher at the University of Cambridge. She is

co-editor of the Journal of Eastern African Studies special issue on ‘Publics

in Africa in a Digital Age’. Stephanie was previously a postdoctoral

research associate at Darwin College, Cambridge (2017–2020). She has

been researching everyday expression of politics in Kenya since 2008, both

individually and through interdisciplinary collaborations, supported by,

among others, UKRI-GCRF, the Alborada Research Fund and the Centre

of Governance and Human Rights, Cambridge.
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