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SURGERY AND SELFHOOD IN
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Offering an innovative perspective on debates concerning embodi-
ment in the early modern period, Alanna Skuse examines diverse
kinds of surgical alteration, from mastectomy to castration, and
amputation to facial reconstruction. Body-altering surgeries had pro-
found socio-economic and philosophical consequences. They reached
beyond the physical self, and prompted early modern authors to
develop searching questions about the nature of body integrity and
its relationship to the soul: was the body a part of one’s identity, or a
mere ‘prison’ for the mind? How was the body connected to personal
morality? What happened to the altered body after death? Drawing
on a wide variety of texts including medical treatises, plays, poems,
newspaper reports, and travel writings, this volume will argue that the
answers to these questions were flexible, divergent, and often surpris-
ing, and helped to shape early modern thoughts on philosophy,
literature, and the natural sciences. This title is also available as
Open Access on Cambridge Core.

ALANNA SKUSE is the Wellcome Trust Research Fellow for the
Department of English at the University of Reading. She was previ-
ously the Wellcome Trust Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the
University of Reading and long-term research fellow of the Folger
Shakespeare Institute, Washington, DC, and is also the author of
Constructions of Cancer in Early Modern England: Ravenous
Natures (2015).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-82618-1 — Surgery and Selthood in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse

Frontmatter

More Information

SURGERY AND SELFHOOD IN
EARLY MODERN ENGLAND
Altered Bodies and Contexts of Identity

ALANNA SKUSE
University of Reading

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-82618-1 — Surgery and Selthood in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8€a, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108826181

DOI: 10.1017/9781108919395
© Alanna Skuse 2021

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions of
relevant licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version
the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may

take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781108919395
under a Creative Commons Open Access license cc-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use,
distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing
appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works
without permission. To view this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/ 4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third
parties. Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from
these third-parties directly. When citing this work, please include a reference to the
DOL: 10.1017/9781108919395

First published 2021
First paperback edition 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
NaMEs: Skuse, Alanna, 1986 author.
TITLE: Surgery and selfhood in early modern England : altered bodies and contexts of identity /
Alanna Skuse, University of Reading.
DESCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 2021. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2020040209 (print) | LCCN 2020040210 (ebook) | 1sBN 9781108843614
(hardback) | 15BN 9781108826181 (paperback) | 1sBN 9781108919395 (epub)
SUBJECTS: LCsH: Surgery—Europe—History. | Body image. | Mind and body.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC RD27 .848 2021 (print) | Lcc RD27 (ebook) | bpC 617.094—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020040209
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020040210

ISBN  978-1-108-84361-4 Hardback
ISBN  978-1-108-82618-1  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-82618-1 — Surgery and Selthood in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Figures page vi
Acknowledgements vii
Introduction I
1 The Instrumental Body: Castrati 16
2 Invisible Women: Altered Female Bodies 35
3 Second-Hand Faces: Aesthetic Surgery 56
4 Acting the Part: Prosthetic Limbs 81
s ‘Recompact My Scattered Parts’: the Altered Body after Death 109
6 Phantom Limbs and the Hard Problem 138
Conclusion 164
Bibliography 174
Index 197

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-82618-1 — Surgery and Selthood in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

1.1 William Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress, Plate 2: Surrounded by

Artists and Professors, Engraving, 1735. Credit:

Getty Images. page 22
2.1 Detail from John Bulwer, Anthropometamorphosis: = Man

Transformd: Or, the Artificiall Changling (London, 1653).

Image published with permission of ProQuest Publishing.

Further reproduction is prohibited without permission. 44
2.2 Detail from Johannes Scultetus, 7he Chyrurgeons Store-House

(London, 1674). Image published with permission of

ProQuest Publishing. Further reproduction is prohibited

without permission. 45
4.1 A. Paré, ‘La maniere de traicter les plaies’. Credit: Wellcome
Collection. CC BY. 91

5.1 Detail from ‘A Verger’s Dream: Saints Cosmas and
Damian, 1495 by Masterof Los Balbases. Credit: Wellcome
Collection. CC BY. 130
5.2 Saints Cosmas and Damian, ¢. 1370—5, Master of the
Rinuccini Chapel (Matteo di Pacino) (Italian, active 1350-75),
tempera and gold leaf on panel. Credit: Bridgeman Images. 131
5.3 ‘The Resurrection or an Internal View of the Museum
[of William Hunter] in Windmill Street, on the Last Day’,
attributed to Thomas Rowlandson, 1782. Credit: Wellcome
Collection. CC BY. 137
6.1 Descartes, “The Path of Burning Pain. Comme elle est incitee
par les objets exterieurs a se mouvoir en plusiers manieres’.

Credit: Wellcome Collection. CC BY. 148

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-82618-1 — Surgery and Selthood in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

This book is the result of a Medical Humanities Research Fellowship from
the Wellcome Trust (H5213000). My sincere thanks go to them for their
support throughout my career. Preliminary research was carried out during
a long-term fellowship at the Folger Shakespeare Library, the most wel-
coming place in which I have had the pleasure to study. During this
project, I have been fortunate in meeting a great many people who gave
freely of their time and wisdom. My mentor at the University of Reading,
Michelle O’Callaghan, helped to make this book better and bolder in
myriad ways, not least through her encyclopaedic knowledge of early
modern texts. My colleagues Andrew Mangham and Rohan Deb Roy read
and gave advice on endless iterations of funding applications. Hannah
Newton provided knowledge, friendship, and tea. In the public engage-
ment activities which accompanied the research for this book, I met
academics, artists, and practitioners who shaped my thinking in ways
I could not have foreseen. These include Verity Burke, CN Lester,
Maggi Stratford, Tracey Harwood, Camille Baker, and Jane Boston.
I am also grateful to my editor at Cambridge University Press, Emily
Hockley, and to the anonymous readers who provided insightful and
constructive feedback. A section of Chapter 3 originally appeared as
“Keep Your Face out of My Way or I'll Bite off Your Nose™
Homoplastics, Sympathy, and the Noble Body in the 7azler, 1710 in
Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies 17, no. 4 (2017), 113-32.
I would like to thank the University of Pennsylvania Press for permission
to reprint that material here

Last, but by no means least, are my friends, family, and husband, who
take a faintly bemused but ever tolerant approach to my macabre research
interests.

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108826181
www.cambridge.org

