
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-82512-2 — Emotions and Temporalities
Margrit Pernau 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Elements in Histories of Emotions and the Senses
edited by

Jan Plamper
Goldsmiths, University of London

EMOTIONS AND

TEMPORALITIES

Margrit Pernau
Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin

www.cambridge.org/9781108825122
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-82512-2 — Emotions and Temporalities
Margrit Pernau 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108825122

DOI: 10.1017/9781108918701

© Margrit Pernau 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-82512-2 Paperback
ISSN 2632-1068 (online)
ISSN 2632-105X (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108825122
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-82512-2 — Emotions and Temporalities
Margrit Pernau 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Emotions and Temporalities

Elements in Histories of Emotions and the Senses

DOI: 10.1017/9781108918701
First published online: September 2021

Margrit Pernau
Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin

Author for correspondence: Margrit Pernau, pernau@mpib-berlin.mpg.de

Abstract: This Element brings together the history of emotions and
temporalities, offering a new perspective on both. Time was often

imagined as a movement from the past to the future: The past is gone
and the future not yet here. Only present-day subjects could establish
relations to other times, recovering history as well as imagining and

anticipating the future. In a movement paralleling the emphasis on the
porous self, constituted by emotions situated not inside but between

subjects, Emotions and Temporalities argues for a porous present that is
open to the intervention of ghosts coming from the past and from the
future. What needs investigating is the flow between times as much as
the creation of boundaries between them, which first banishes the

ghosts and then denies their existence. Emotions are themost important
way by which subjects situate and understand themselves in time.
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