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residual concepts retained during
defection, 272-275
side-switching and importance of, 198-199,
272-275
triangle of, 10-11
“what” of, 210-215
“when” of, 221-226
“who” of, 218-219
Incel (Involuntary Celibate) milieus, 77
individual ability
defection feasibility and, 35-36, 41-42
social identity theory and, 30
individualism, radicalization and, 8
individual mobility
migration to different groups, 38-39
side-switching and, 25-26
social identity theory and, 27-29
Infowars online radio, 202
Ingram, Haroro, 277-278
in-group-out-group dynamics
cognitive dissonance and, 18-21
defection process and, 255-256
role changes and, 257-267
social creativity strategy, 26
social identity theory and, 25-26, 28-29
Institute for State Policy (Institut fiir
Staatspolitik — IfS), 194-197
intellectual side-switching, research on, xxiii—xxiv
intergroup hierarchy, stability of, 27-29
intergroup migration
barriers to research on side-switching and,
50-52
contact with outsiders and, 29
multidirectional side-switching and, 95-96
online forum testimonials of, 25-31, 93-95
syncretic legitimation and, 233
in terrorism research, 3648
internationalism, nationalism as alternative to,
89-91, 210-212
Internet, extremist milieus and, 74-97
intervention-oriented counterterrorism, 248
Invictus magazine, 160
involvement, social identity and, 31-32
Irish Republican Army (IRA)
defection reactions in, 47-48
group splits and fragmentation in, 37-38
role of defectors in, 4142
IronMarch (IM) forum
Arthurs’ conflicts with, 175-176, 260
diversity of encounters on, 254-255
establishment of, 75
far-left defectors on, 232
ideological conversations on, 86-92
ideological morphology of left-wing
defectors on, 87-89
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ideological transmission on, 220
Islamic conversion discussed on, 190-193,
198
jihadist radicalization on, 176-181
multidirectional side-switching narratives
on, 95-96
positive reception for defectors on, 96-97
recruitment on, 218-219
rejection of Arthurs following murders by,
176-181
side-switching testimonials on, 92-97
youth targeting strategies in, 222-223
Islam
conversion to, in side-switching narratives,
xxiii, 184-185, 187-190
extreme-right criticism of, 195
Falk’s conversion to, 149-153
German and Nazi conversions to, 185-186
TronMarch forum discussions on conversion
to, 190-193
Myatt’s conversion to, 158—160
religious collective identity of, 188—190,
193-194
Islam, Muhammad (formerly John Ord),
189-190, 218-219
Islamic extremism. See also jihadist movement
Begolly case, 166-173
components of, 13
defections to, 144-146, 163-166, 209,
229-231
defection to far right from, 194-199
education profiles and personality types in,
44-45
nationalism and, 212-213
national socialism and, 160-161, 185-186
neo-Nazism and, 146-148, 153-163,
173-183, 186-193
prevalence and impact of defectors to,
226-236
in prison settings, 164
religious conversion and collective identity
in, 184185, 193-194, 209, 231-232,
235-236
status of defectors in, 231, 235-236
women’s involvement in, 239
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS, Daehs, or
1S)
al-Qaeda and, 37
Arthurs’ defense of, 175-176
Atomwaffen Division celebration of,
182183
British defectors to, 144—-146
cultural clashes in, 235-236
defections from, 253
group splitting and fragmentation in, 36-37
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recruiting strategies of, 231

statehood concept in, 212-213

wealth of, 46

women recruited into, 239
Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham, 36-37
Islamophobia, jihadist focus on, 147-148
Israel, anti-Semitism directed toward, 210-212
Italian Fascist Party, xiii—xiv
Italian Socialist Party (Partito Socialista

Italiano, PSI), xv—xvi

Jabhat al-Nusra Ali Ahl as-Sham, 36-37
Jackson, James Harris, 201-202
Jackson, L. A., 28-29
James, William, 187-189
“Jeanne D” (Niemeyer blog), 67, 236-237
Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), 253
Jetten, J., 33-34
jihadist movement
Begolly’s defection to, 166-173
conversion to Islam vs., 184-185
cultural clashes within, 235-236
defections to, 144-146, 163-166, 231,
235-236
defections to far right from, 194-197
Falk’s defection to, 148-153
gender issues in, 239
ideological splits in, 37
Lemanski’s defection to, 146-148
Myatt’s conversion to, 153-163
nationalism and, 212-213
online forums and, 176-181
religious beliefs and, 183-199
“John Q. Public” (alias), side-switching
testimonial by, 92-97
Johnson, Corey, 165-166, 279
Jones, Alex, 202
Jones, Stephen, 163-166
Jordan, Colin, 121-122, 153-156

Kader, Abdel (formerly Karl Luder), 185-186
Karlsson, Christopher (alias), 113
Kashir, Ben (formerly Willi Berner), 185-186
Kepel, Gilles, 183-184
Kexel, Walther, 104—-106
defection to far left by, 118
ostracism for side-switching by, 119-121
terrorist activities of, 114—-120
KGB, Tammi’s involvement in, 196-197
Khader, Ali ben (formerly Hans Baumann),
185-186
Khalil, James, 268-270
Koestler, Arthur, 227
Kohler, Bertram, 244-245
Kohler, Gundolf, 115
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LaRose, Colleen, 167-185
Lauck, Gary Rex, 53-54, 112-113
learning, side-switching and role of, 215-218
left nationalism, 113
left-wing activists
alt-right online discussions of, 77-80
alt-right recruiting strategies targeting,
82-83
conversion biographies on alt-right forums
of, 87-89
German right-wing terrorism and, 101-121
Lemanski, Sascha, 146-148, 217-218, 223,
255-256, 259-260
Le Pen, Jean-Marie, 282-283
Lewin, Kurt, 14-15
Lewthwaite, Samantha, 239
Lia, Brynjar, 38-39
Liebknecht, Karl, 56
life stages
defections from extremism and, 254-255
side-switching and impact of, 221-226
limbo, side-switching and risk of, 133-135
Lipset, Seymour Martin, 19-20
live action role playing (larping), online alt-
right recruiting using, 82-83
Luxemburg, Rosa, 56

macro-social emphasis, 27-29
Madfis, E., 209-210, 266
Mabhler, Horst
Baader defended by, 58-60
early life and career of, 57-58
exit strategy of, 262-263
far-left associations of, 232
far-right extremism and, 60-61
ideological transitions for, 217, 267-272
motivations for defection of, 97-98,
258-259
Niemeyer and, 69-70
political activism of, 58
prison experience of, 59-60
radicalization of, 58-59
Red Army members clashes with, 58—60,
64-98, 207-208
side-switching narrative of, 62—66
sovereign citizen ideology and, 61-62
as terrorism expert, 60—61
mainstream society, far-left distrust of,
142-143
Mair, Thomas, 201-202

MaKss Damage. See Fritsch, Julian
Malet, D., 4142
Mao Zedong, far-right ideological analysis of,
87-89
“March on Rome,” xiii—xiv
Marxism
anti-Semitism and, 210-212
Mabhler and, 217
nationalism and, 210-212
Marxist-Leninist Guard (Finland), 196-197
Maschke, Giinther, 60-61, 207-208, 212, 219
masculinity
Arthurs jihadism linked to, 175-176
“chad” as alt-right slang for, 77
Mason, James, 174-175
material incentives, side-switching and, 48-50
Matrix (film), 76
Matteotti, Giacomo, 56
May 19th Communist Organization (M19)
(US), 238-240
M’bala M’bala, Dieudonné, 282-283
McCauley, C., 8
McVeigh, Timothy, 170-172
meaning-making framework of extremism,
counter-narrative strategies for defusing,
276-277
media coverage of extremist milieus, Discord
forum and, 76
Meinhof, Ulrike, 58-60
Mein Kampf (Hitler), 174-175, 220
mental health of extremists
jihadist extremism and, 173-183
personality traits and, 43-45
religious conversion and, 187-189
side-switching and, xx—xxi
threats to as defection motivation, 259-260
milieus of side-switching
adversarial milieu of far left, 231-232
defined, 6-15
dual milieu membership and, 259-260
ideological highways between mileus and,
210-215, 271-272
ideology’s role in, 267-272
religious conversion narrative and
subordination of, 188—189
roles of defectors in, 229
status difference and, 233-234
youth targeting strategies in, 222-223
Mironova, V., 46
Moghaddam, F. M., 28-30
Mohler, Armin, 219, 232
Moral Foundations Theory (MFT), 34-35
morality
extremism and, 14
sacred values and, 34-35
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moral legitimacy, deradicalization and,
250-251
moral values, emotions and, 22
morphology, ideology and, 9-10
Morrison, Eddy, 129-132, 218-219
Morrison, John F., 37-38
Moskalenko, S., 8
Mosley, Oswald, 184185, 190-193
multidirectional side-switching
anti-capitalism and, 213-215
anti-Semitism and, 210-212
ideological transmission and, 210-215
intergroup migration and, 95-96
nationalism and, 212-213
Mundlos, Uwe, 1-5
Munich Olympic Games terror attack (1972),
42-43
Muslim Brotherhood (MB), individual
migration to, 38-39
Musser, Kamden, 76-77, 220
Mussolini, Benito
clashes with Italian Socialist Party, xv—xvi,
207-208, 260, 265-266
exit strategy of, 262-263
far-right ideological analysis of, 87-89
Fascism and, xiii—xiv
power as motivation for, 255-256
side-switching by, xxiii—xxiv
Myatt, David Wulstan
conversion to Islam, 158-160, 183
defection process for, 254-255, 278-280
dual milieu membership and, 259-260
extremist activities of, 153-163
holistic philosophy of, 157
ideological transition of, 217-218
infiltration of Islam and, 160-161
neo-Nazism and, 153-156
paramilitary activities of, 156-157
personal relationships of, 218-219
post-defection status of, 229-230
prison experiences of, 156
rejection of Islam by, 162-163
“My Conversion to Islam” (Myatt), 158-160

Nabhar, Ali al- (formerly Leopold Gleim),
185-186

narratives of side-switching
activist pathway in, 215-218
age levels of creators of, 223
biographical accounts, xxiii
lying as part of, 129-130
religious conversion in, 188—190
research on, Xxi—xxii

National Action (NA), 75

National Bolshevism, 71
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National Democratic Freedom Movement
(NDFM, UK), 156
National Democratic Party
(Nationaldemokratische Partei
Deutschlands — NPD, Germany)
Black Front and, 118-119
Hewicker (Christine) and, 102-105
Hewicker (Klaus Dieter) and,
101-102
Kohler and, 244-245
Mahler and, 61-62
Niemeyer and, 6671
National Fascist Party (Partito Nazionale
Fascista, PNF) (Italy), xiii—xiv
nationalism. See also white nationalism
in Britain, 127, 138
in Germany, 71-74, 120
Hepp-Kexel rejection of, 115-117
internationalism vs., 89-91, 210-212
IronMatch forum discussions of, 92-93
Islam and, 158-160
as multidirectional concept, 210-212
neo-Nazism and, 110-111, 185-186
Nationalism Today (British National Front
newspaper), 127
National Revolutionary Workers Front
(Nationalrevolutionidre Arbeiterfront —
NRAF) (Germany), 53-54
National Socialism (Nazism), xiii—xiv
anti-capitalism and, 214
anti-Semitism and, 211
dominance of far right by, 227-228
far-right/far-left confrontations and, 56
Fascism compared with, 78-80
German anti-imperialist activism and,
104-106
ideological discussions of, 87-89
Islamic conversion of former Nazis,
185-186
Mabhler and, 62-66
“National-Socialism and Islam — The Case for
Cooperation” (Myatt), 160-161
National Socialist Movement (NSM, U.S.),
167-168
National Socialist Movement (United
Kingdom), 121-122, 156
National Socialist Underground
(Nationalsozialistischer Untergrund —
NSU), 1-5
Nazi-occultism, 154-155
Nazzaro, Rinaldo, 225
Neganov, Oleg, 144-146
neo-Nazi movement
anti-imperialist separation from, 107
anti-Semitism in, 201-204, 212
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defections in, 47-48
Fabel and, 53-55
far-left defectors from, 99-101, 208-209
in Finland, 196-197
Fritsch and, 71-74
Hepp’s defection from, 117-120
Hewicker (Christine) and, 102-105,
109-111
Hewicker (Klaus-Dieter) and, 101-102,
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Islamic extremism and, 146-148, 153-163,
173-183, 186-193
jihadism and, 153-163, 173-183
Mabhler and, 61-62
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nationalism and, 212
Niemeyer and, 6671
in Norway, 144-146
online virtual communities for, 75
reaction to defectors in, 262263
resistance in Germany to, 244-245
Russian involvement in, 144-146
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in U.S., 167-168
neurobiology, sacred values of extremists and,
33-34
“New Right” (Europe), 232, 283-284
Niekisch, Ernst, 71, 118
Niemeyer, Iris, 66-71, 97-98, 236-241
nonconformist rebel strategy, gender in side-
switching and, 234-237
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Model and, 263-266
nonviolence, radicalization and, 7-9
norm coercion, personal relationships and,
215-216
NSDAP Aufbau und Auslandsorganisation
(NSDAP/AO), 53-54, 62-66
Numinous Way, Myatt’s philosophy of, 162-163

Oberlecher, Reinhold, 60-61, 212, 217, 232,
236-237
power as motivation for, 255-256
status enhancement as motivation for,
260-261
Ohnesorg, Benno, 58-59
Oneschuk, Andrew, 173
online forums. See also specific forums, e.g.
Discord
anti-Semitic harassment and, 201-204
doctrinaire knowledge on, 225

engagement pathways on, 271-272
extremist groups and, 74-97
framing process of defection and, 96-97
German Slafai-Jihadi mile on, 149-150
ideological transmission on, 219-221
jihadism and, 146-148, 175-176
rejection of Arthurs following murders by,
176-181
testimonials of side-switching on, 92-97
youth targeting strategies in, 222-223
Oppenheimer, D., 226-229
Organization Consul (Germany), 283-284
Organization of Jihad’s Base in Mesopotamia,
36
Organization of Monotheism and Jihad, 36
ostracism, in extremists’ storylines, 7071
Otte, Paul, 103-104
outsiders
Collins defection and role of, 140-142
contact with, deradicalization and, 29
defection and encounters with, 254-255
Ozyﬁrek, E., 195

Palestinian extremists
Hepp and Kexel’s involvement with,
117-120
neo-Nazi collaboration with, 107-108,
110-111
Palestinian Liberation Front (PLF), Hepp and,
119-121
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)
German terrorist collaboration with, 115
group splits and fragmentation in, 37-38
neo-Nazi collaboration with, 42-43
Party for Freedom (Partij voor de Vrijheid,
PVV, Netherlands), 184—-185
Peci, Irfan, 194-195
peer-group interaction
Arthurs jihadism and, 175-176
Collins’ defection and role of, 138-139
extremist mileus and importance of,
130-132
Falk’s Islamic conversion and, 151-152
ideological transmission and role of,
218-219
norm coercion and, 215-216
role residuals and, 139-140
PEGIDA (right wing of AfD, Germany),
194-197
permeability of group boundaries
defection feasibility and, 35-36
defections from extremism and, 254-255
individual mobility and, 28-30
in-group identification and, 27-28
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Peronism, ideological discussions of, 87-89
Perrault, S., 30
personal interactions and relationships
Arthurs jihadism and loss of, 175-176
Collins’ defection and role of, 138-139
conflicts as motivation for defection, 259-260
extremist mileus and importance of,
130-132
Falk’s Islamic conversion and, 151-152
Hepple’s far-right extremism and role of,
129-130
Hill’s experiences with, 122-124
ideological transmission and role of,
218-219
jihadist conversions and role of, 173—-183
Myatt’s reflections on lack of, 156-157
norm coercion and, 215-216
Pro-Integration Model and, 263-266
religious conversion and, 187-189
side-switching and, 108, 141-142, 198-199,
241-243
personality types
ideology of extremists and, 44—45
mental health variables of extremists and,
43-45
Peter, Jan, 117-120
Pisiou, D., 8
“Political Man” concept, 19-20
political theory
choice blindness and, 22-25
moral values and, 34-35
side-switching and, 19-25
“A Practical Guide to the Strategy and Tactics
of Revolution” (Myatt), 161-162
PREVENT counterterrorism strategy (UK),
247
preventing and countering violent extremism
(P/CVE) debate
current research issues in, 245-246
definitions and principles of, 247-252
disengagement and deradicalization and,
39-40
side-switching and, 41
preventing violent extremism (PVE) programs,
247-248
Princip, Gavrilo, xiii
prison setting
defections from extremism and encounters
in, 254-255
Islamic conversion in, 164
process models for extremists defection,
257-267
phases in, 259-260
Profiles of Individual Radicalization in the
United States (PIRUS), xix—xxi
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profiling of terrorists and extremists, failure of,
16
Pro-Integration Model (PIM), defections and,
263-266
psychology of extremism
ideological morphology and, 273-275
Islamic extremists and, 168
jihadist movement and, 173-183
personality traits and mental health status,
43-45, 173-174
religious conversion and, 183, 187-189, 198
public health model of counterterrorism,
247-248
push-pull framework
Attitudes-Behaviors-Corrective (ABC)
model, 268-270
defection from extremism and, 252-257
Pro-Integration Model and, 263-266
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283-284

Quran, ideological transmission and reading of,
220

Qutb, Sayyid, 38-39, 212-213

Racial Preservation Society (RPS, UK),
121-122
racism
Collins’ experiences with, 136—137
far-right extremism and, 129-130
Islamic extremism and, 169-170
radicalism, defined, 7-9
radicalization
Christine Hewicker’s narrative of, 102-105
defined, 7-9
ideology and, 10
prevention and intervention of, 248
side-switching and, xvi—xxix
Zschipe case, 1-5
Range, Harald, 1-5
Rangne, John Christopher, 113
Rathenau, Walther, 56, 283-284
rational choice theory, side-switching and,
48-50
“Raycis,” conversion biography of, 86—87
reactance theory
ideological morphology and, 273-275
side-switching and, 20-21, 241-243
reality testing, role change and, 258
recidivism of side-switchers
ideology and, 268-270
role change and, 258
reciprocal radicalization, 50-52
recruiting tactics of milieus
crime-terror nexus and, 231
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online discussion of, 78-80, 8283
youth targeting strategies, 222-223
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reinforcement loops
disengagement and role of, 123
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jihadism and, 173-183, 193-194
psychological research on, 183, 187-189,
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RZ), 118-119
Rieger, Abu Bakr, 195
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Xviii

sacred values
Devoted Actor Theory and, 33-34
group splits and fragmentation and,
37-38
neurobiological research of extremists and,
33-34
Salafist Islamic movement
anti-Western goals of, 181-182
Arthurs’ embrace of, 174-175
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online discussions of, 179-181
women jihadists and, 239
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185-186
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Sander, Hans-Dietrich, 232
Scheringer, Richard, 142-143
anti-Nazi activism of, 261-262
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defection process of, 254-256, 265-266
exit strategy of, 262-263
ideological disappointment of, 215-216, 220
nationalism and, 212
personal relationships of, 108, 130-131
prison conversations of, 218-219
side-switching narrative of, xxiii—xxiv
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218-219, 260-261, 278-280
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Hepple’s work for, 131, 133-135
Hill’s work for, 125-127
Seitenbrecher, M., 212
self-concept management, defection and role
of, 259-262
self-redeeming narratives, creation of, 271-272
Seliger, Martin, 10-11
Sellner, Martin, 194—195
semantic knowledge, vulnerability to
extremism and, 34
shame and guilt
absence of, in far-right virtual communities,
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choice blindness and, 22-25
Collins’ defection and role of, 138-140,
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intermittent movements in, 95-96
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Myatt’s narrative of, 160-161
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