
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-82329-6 — Eurasian Musical Journeys
Gabriela Currie , Lars Christenson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in the Global Middle Ages
edited by

Geraldine Heng
University of Texas at Austin

Susan Noakes
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

EURASIAN MUSICAL

JOURNEYS

Five Tales

Gabriela Currie
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Lars Christensen
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

www.cambridge.org/9781108823296
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-82329-6 — Eurasian Musical Journeys
Gabriela Currie , Lars Christenson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108823296

DOI: 10.1017/9781108913805

© Gabriela Currie and Lars Christensen 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-82329-6 Paperback
ISSN 2632-3427 (online)
ISSN 2632-3419 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108823296
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-82329-6 — Eurasian Musical Journeys
Gabriela Currie , Lars Christenson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Eurasian Musical Journeys

Five Tales

Elements in the Global Middle Ages

DOI: 10.1017/9781108913805
First published online: April 2022

Gabriela Currie
University of Minnesota

Lars Christensen
University of Minnesota

Author for correspondence: Gabriela Currie, ilnit001@umn.edu

Abstract: This Element explores the circulation of musical instruments,
practices, and thought in premodern Eurasia at the crossroads of

empires and nomadic cultures. It takes into consideration mechanisms
of transmission, appropriation, adaptation, and integration that helped

shape musical traditions that are perceived as culturally and
geographically distinct yet are historically linked. The five stories
featured here range from the geographically diverse performing

groups during the Sui and Tang era, to the elusive musical world of
Kucha in the Tarim Basin; from the fragmentary history of a single

instrument linked to the Turkic peoples across Eurasia, to the
transcontinental circulation of sound-making automata, including the
organ, on both east–west and north–south axes. Within the conceptual
background of cultural encounter and exchange, this Element provides
possible strategies for integrating such information into the historical
tapestry of Eurasian transcontinental networks as explored in other

Elements in the series.
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