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EMPIRE OF ELOQUENCE

The global reach of the Spanish and Portuguese empires prompted a
remarkable flourishing of the classical rhetorical tradition in various
parts of the early modern world. Empire of Eloquence is the first study
to examine this tradition as part of a wider global renaissance in
Europe, the Americas, Asia and Africa, with a particular focus on the
Iberian world. Spanning the sixteenth to the early nineteenth centu-
ries, the book argues that the classical rhetorical tradition contributed
to the ideological coherence and equilibrium of this early modern
Iberian world, providing important occasions for persuasion,
legitimation and eventual (and perhaps inevitable) confrontation.
Drawing on archival collections in thirteen countries, Stuart M.
McManus places these developments in the context of civic, religious
and institutional rituals attended by the multiethnic population of
the Iberian world and beyond, and shows how they influenced public
speaking in non-European languages, such as Konkani and Chinese.

  .  is Assistant Professor of World History at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong and an Affiliated Scholar of the
Faculty of Law’s Center for Transnational and Comparative Law. His
published work ranges widely across Hispanic and global history
from antiquity to the present, and has been supported by prestigious
fellowships from Princeton, Brown, Yale and SIFK at the University
of Chicago.
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  

Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke and Jennifer Pitts

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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EMPIRE OF ELOQUENCE

The Classical Rhetorical Tradition in Colonial Latin
America and the Iberian World
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