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Thinking about Animals
in Thirteenth-Century Paris

Exploring what theologians at the University of Paris in the thirteenth
century understood about the boundary between humans and animals,
this book demonstrates the great variety of ways in which they held
similarity and difference in productive tension. Analysing key theological
works, lan P. Wei presents extended close readings of William of
Auvergne, the Summa Halensis, Bonaventure, Albert the Great and
Thomas Aquinas. These scholars found it useful to consider animals and
humans together, especially with regard to animal knowledge and behav-
iour, when discussing issues including creation, the fall, divine providence,
the heavens, angels and demons, virtues and passions. While they fre-
quently stressed that animals had been created for use by humans, and
sometimes treated them as tools employed by God to shape human behav-
iour, animals were also analytical tools for the theologians themselves.
This study thus reveals how animals became a crucial resource for gener-
ating knowledge of God and the whole of creation.

IAN P. WEI is Senior Lecturer in the Department of History at the Univer-
sity of Bristol where he co-founded the Centre for Medieval Studies. He has
been a Member of the School of Social Science at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton (2009-2010) and his previous publications
include Intellectual Culture in Medieval Paris: Theologians and the Uni-
versity, ¢.1100-1330 (2012).
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Preface

For scholarly advice and stimulating comments, and more generally for
the intellectual companionship that makes thinking fruitful and fun,
I have many people to thank. For some years I have taught a final-year
undergraduate unit called ‘Constructing the “Other” in Western
Europe, ¢.1000-1400’ at the University of Bristol, and this book owes
much to the enthusiasm and insight of the students with whom I have
had the privilege to work. Doctoral students, some co-supervised with
colleagues at other universities or entirely by other colleagues at Bris-
tol, have generously shared their ideas and excitement, and I am grate-
ful especially to Owain Nash, Caitlin Naylor, Edward Sutcliffe and
Teresa Witcombe. I am also immensely grateful for support and intel-
lectual friendship to all my colleagues in the Department of History
and the Centre for Medieval Studies at the University of Bristol,
especially those who specialise in medieval and early modern history
and history of art: Kenneth Austin, Fernando Cervantes, Lucy Donkin,
George Ferzoco, Mark Hailwood, Anke Holdenried, Evan Jones,
Carolyn Muessig, Ben Pohl, Richard Sheldon, Brendan Smith, Richard
Stone and Beth Williamson. Colleagues fulfilling key leadership roles,
formal and informal, in my Department and Faculty have also offered
endless encouragement and assurance, and I must especially thank
Robert Bickers, Helen Fulton, Ronald Hutton, Josie McLellan, Simon
Potter and James Thompson. I also owe a particular debt of gratitude
to some very special friends beyond the University of Bristol on whose
generosity and expertise I can always rely: Peggy Brown, Rita Cope-
land, David Ditchburn, Marilynn Desmond, Sean L. Field, Robert
Gibbs, Miri Rubin and David Wallace.

Throughout the writing of this book, it has been my pleasure and
great good fortune to work with Liz Friend-Smith at Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. A fine historian and a wonderful editor, she has given
warm encouragement and astute advice that has proved essential, and
I am very grateful to her. I also thank the two anonymous readers who
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assessed the book for Cambridge University Press and gave excellent
advice. Further thanks are due to Natasha Whelan and Atifa Jiwa at
Cambridge University Press for their sympathetic and efficient support
during the production of the book. I am also very grateful to Malcolm
Todd who brought exceptional expertise and learning to its copy-
editing. I give my thanks too to Laura Cleaver who helped find an
image for the cover of the book.

My most important thanks must go to my family who give meaning
to my life. To my wife, Raquel Rojo Carrillo, a fine medievalist and my
most important intellectual companion as well as my closest compan-
ion in life. To my mother, Betty R. Wei. To my sister and her family:
Anne, Phil, Alex and Beth. To my Venezuelan family: José Andrés
Rojo, Andreina and Rafael, Laura and Danny. And although they
are no longer with us, I thank as well as miss my father, Teh-Hsing
Wei, and my mother-in-law, Maria Isabel Carrillo. Since Cambridge
University Press published my last book, Raquel and I have had a
daughter, Sarah, and a son, Andrés, and I have become acutely aware
of how my wife, my mother and my sister hold the family together, so,
in gratitude, it is to them that I dedicate this book: to Raquel Rojo
Carrillo, Betty R. Wei and Anne M. Wei.
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