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Preface and Acknowledgments

Many Americans experienced a rude shock on the evening of November
8, 2016, when they learned that Donald Trump would become the next
president of the United States. Similarly, it had been surprising for many
Americans, Republicans and Democrats alike, when Donald Trump
fashioned a successful populist campaign that accumulated a string of
victories in Republican primaries and ultimately secured the party’s
nomination at the 2016 Republican National Convention. This book
argues that we should not have been caught off guard. Indeed, populist
appeals are deeply embedded in the history of the Republic, and a wide
variety of successful populist appeals have played influential roles in the
history of its politics.

Some of these populist programs and appeals, such as Franklin
Roosevelt’s New Deal, have been progressive efforts aimed at improving
the political and economic fortunes of everyday Americans. Other reac-
tionary populist appeals, most famously in the American South but else-
where as well, have successfully employed political messages anchored in
animosity based on race and class.

Most recently, we can see the consequences of reactionary, upside-
down populist appeals with respect to social welfare policy in American
politics. That is, those who need social welfare legislation the most — the
economically disadvantaged — are often least likely to support it. This
has clearly been the case in the vitriolic debate over the Affordable Care
Act (ACA), but the problem certainly predates the difficult history of
the ACA. Indeed, opposition to the expansion of the social welfare state
is frequently pronounced among lower-income white voters — many of
whom would be ultimate beneficiaries. We argue that the solution to this

xiii
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puzzle lies deeply ingrained within the conjoint dynamics of race and
class in American life and hence in American politics.

We are particularly grateful to a number of colleagues who have sup-
ported us in this effort. Two former graduate students, Jack Reilly and
Fan Lu, have been supportive throughout, and each has been a collabo-
rator on one of the chapters (Chapters 4 and s, respectively). We have
also benefitted from the insights and advice gained from a series of col-
leagues: Ted Carmines, Carol Kohfeld, Ben Highton, Walt Stone, Chris
Hare, Franz Pappi, Ron Rapoport, Matt Pietryka, and John Ryan. Carol
Kohfeld, Paul Sniderman, John Sprague, and two anonymous reviewers
read the complete manuscript and made particularly helpful suggestions.
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