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In modern, policy-heavy democracies, blame games about policy
controversies are commonplace. Despite their ubiquity, blame games are
notoriously difûcult to study. This book elevates them to the place that they
deserve in the study of politics and public policy. Blame games are
microcosms of conûictual politics that yield unique insights into
democracies under pressure. Based on an original framework and the
comparison of ûfteen blame games in the UK, Germany, Switzerland, and
the USA, it exposes the institutionalized forms of conûict management that
democracies have developed tomanage policy controversies. Whether failed
infrastructure projects, food scandals, security issues, or ûawed policy
reforms, democracies manage policy controversies in an idiosyncratic
manner. This book is addressed not only to researchers and students
interested in political conûict in the ûelds of political science, public policy,
public administration, and political communication but to everyone
concerned about the functioning of democracy in more conûictual times.
This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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the University of Bern, Switzerland in 2018 andwas a visiting scholar at the
University of California, Berkeley during 2019. He is a leading scholar on
political blame avoidance. His articles have been published in journals such
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established to promote and disseminate comparative research in
public policy. The objective of the series is to advance the
understanding of public policies through the publication of the results
of comparative research into the nature, dynamics and contexts of
major policy challenges and responses to them. Works in the series
will draw critical insights that enhance policy learning and are
generalizable beyond speciûc policy contexts, sectors and time
periods. Such works will also compare the development and
application of public policy theory across institutional and cultural
settings and examine how policy ideas, institutions and practices
shape policies and their outcomes. Manuscripts comparing public
policies in two or more cases as well as theoretically informed critical
case studies which test more general theories are encouraged. Studies
comparing policy development over time are also welcomed.
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