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BENEFACTORS AND THE POLIS

Historians generally study elite public gift-giving in ancient Greek
cities as a phenomenon that gained prominence only in the
Hellenistic and Roman imperial periods. The contributors to this
volume challenge this perspective by offering analyses of various
manifestations of elite public giving in the Greek cities from
Homeric times until Late Antiquity, highlighting this as a structural
feature of polis society from its origins in the early Archaic age to the
world of the Christian Greek city in the early Byzantine period. They
discuss existing interpretations, offer novel ideas and arguments, and
stress continuities and changes over time. Bracketed by a substantial
Introduction and Conclusion, the volume is accessible both to
ancient historians and to scholars studying gift-giving in other times
and places.

   is Professor of Classics at Princeton
University. He is the author of Untersuchungen zu den lykischen
Gemeinwesen in klassischer und hellenistischer Zeit () and
Benefaction and Rewards in the Ancient Greek City: The Origins of
Euergetism (Cambridge, ), which was joint winner of the
 Runciman Book Award.

  is an Associate Professor of Ancient History at
Universiteit Gent. He is the author of The Politics of Munificence in
the Roman Empire: Citizens, Elites and Benefactors in Asia Minor
(Cambridge, ) and The Ancient City (Cambridge, ) and
co-editor of Ownership and Exploitation of Land and Natural
Resources in the Roman World (; with Paul Erdkamp and
Koenraad Verboven), Imperial Identities in the Roman World (;
with Wouter Vanacker), and Capital, Investment, and Innovation in
the Roman World (; with Paul Erdkamp and Koenraad
Verboven).

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

BENEFACTORS AND
THE POLIS

The Public Gift in the Greek Cities from the
Homeric World to Late Antiquity

 

MARC DOMINGO GYGAX
Princeton University

ARJAN ZUIDERHOEK
Ghent University

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108816199

i: 10.1017/9781108895859

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
First paperback edition 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
nas: Domingo Gygax, Marc, editor. | Zuiderhoek, Arjan, 1976– editor.

i: Benefactors and the polis : the public gift in the Greek cities from the Homeric world to
late antiquity / edited by Marc Domingo Gygax, Princeton University, New Jersey, Arjan

Zuiderhoek, Universiteit Gent, Belgium.
sciin: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, ny : Cambridge University Press, 2020. |

Includes bibliographical references and index.
iniis: ccn 2020023254 (print) | ccn 2020023255 (ebook) | isbn 9781108842051

(hardback) | isbn 9781108816199 (paperback) | isbn 9781108895859 (epub)
subcs: cs: Benefactors–Greece–History–To 1500. | Gifts–Greece–History–To 1500. |

Exchange–Greece–History–To 1500. | Elite (Social sciences)–Greece–History–To 1500. |
Civilization, Classical. | Greece–Social life and customs. | Greece–Politics and government.

cassiicain: cc 78 .b392 2021 (print) | cc 78 (ebook) | c 938–c23
c record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020023254

c ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020023255

isbn  978-1-108-84205-1  Hardback
isbn  978-1-108-81619-9  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page vii
List of Tables viii
Notes on Contributors ix
Acknowledgements xii
List of Abbreviations xiv

Introduction: Benefactors and the Polis, a Long-Term Perspective 

Marc Domingo Gygax and Arjan Zuiderhoek

       

 Heroic Benefactors? The Limits of Generosity in Homer 

Hans van Wees

 The Garden of Pisistratus: Benefactions and Dues in Archaic
Athens 

Beate Wagner-Hasel

   

 Classical Athens and the Invention of Civic Euergetism 

Marc Domingo Gygax

 The Scale of Benefaction 

Robin Osborne

   

 The Politics of Endowments 

Sitta von Reden

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 ‘To be magnanimous and grateful’: The Entanglement of
Cities and Empires in the Hellenistic Aegean 

Rolf Strootman

 Socially Embedded Benefaction on Delos 

John Tully

       

 Emperors, Benefaction and Honorific Practice in the Roman
Imperial Greek Polis 

Carlos Noreña

 Benefactors and the Poleis in the Roman Empire: Civic
Munificence in the Roman East in the Context of the
Longue Durée 

Arjan Zuiderhoek

 Festivals and Benefactors 

Onno M. van Nijf

       ?

 Bishops and the Politics of Lithomania in Early Byzantium 

Daniel F. Caner

 Euergetism, Christianity and Municipal Culture in Late
Antiquity, from Aquileia to Gerasa (Fourth to Sixth
Centuries CE) 

Christophe J. Goddard

Conclusion 

Marc Domingo Gygax and Arjan Zuiderhoek

Index 

Index Locorum 

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

. Percentages of imperial statues dedicated by communities
(or executive bodies) and by individuals,  BCE– CE
(N = ,) page 

. Mosaic pavement of the Basilica Theodoriana in Aquileia
(southern room) 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Tables

. Festivals attested on early Hellenistic Delos page 
. Endowments on Delos 

. List of expenditures for sacrifice associated with ten festivals 

. Endowments on Delos ordered by first date 

. Surviving statue bases for Hadrian in the eastern Empire,
by province (N = ) 

. Cities visited by Hadrian; benefactions and commemoration;
statues 

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

 .  is a social historian, classicist, and Associate Professor in
the Department of Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures at Indiana
University, Bloomington. He is author of Wandering, Begging Monks:
Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in Late Antiquity
(University of California Press, ) and History and Hagiography on
the Late Antique Sinai (Liverpool University Press, ) and articles on
late antique ascetic culture. He is currently completing a study of
Christian philanthropy in the late Roman East.

   is Professor of Classics at Princeton University
and author of Untersuchungen zu den lykischen Gemeinwesen in klas-
sischer und hellenistischer Zeit (Habelt, ) and Benefaction and
Rewards in the Ancient Greek City: The Origins of Euergetism
(Cambridge, ). His articles include ‘Gift-Giving and Power
Relationships in Greek Social Praxis and Public Discourse’, in The
Gift in Antiquity (ed. M. Satlow, ), and ‘Euergetism and the
Embedded Economy of the Greek Polis’, in The Extramercantile
Economies of Greek and Roman Cities (ed. D. Hollander, T. Blanton
IV, and J. Fitzgerald, ).

 .  is a CNRS Research Associate Professor in
Roman Archaeology at PSL University (École Normale Supérieure-
École Pratique des Hautes Études), Paris. He is the author of the
forthcoming book Le crépuscule des temples dans l’Antiquité tardive and
the co-editor of Les cités de l’Italie tardo-antique (Collection de l’École
française de Rome, ). He is both a historian and an archaeologist.
After co-leading an archaeological mission on the Janiculum’s late
antique sanctuary in Rome, he is co-directing a second one on the
Late Antique city of Ulpiana/Iustiniana Secunda in Kosovo. He is the
director of the CNRS Archaeological Institute (AOROC) at PSL
University in Paris.

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 ̃ is Associate Professor of History and Chair of Ancient
History and Mediterranean Archaeology at UC Berkeley. He is the
author of Imperial Ideals in the Roman West (Cambridge, ), editor
of A Cultural History of Western Empires in Antiquity (Bloomsbury,
), and co-editor of From Document to History: Epigraphic Insight
into the Graeco-Roman World (Brill, ) and The Emperor and Rome:
Space, Representation, and Ritual (Cambridge, ).

  is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Cambridge and a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, and of the
British Academy. He works widely across Greek history and archaeol-
ogy. His most recent books are The Transformation of Athens: Painted
Pottery and the Creation of Classical Greece (Princeton, ) and, with
P. J. Rhodes, Greek Historical Inscriptions – BC (Oxford, ).

  is Associate Professor of History at the University of
Utrecht. His most recent books are The Birdcage of the Muses: Patronage
of the Arts and Sciences at the Ptolemaic Imperial Court (), Persianism
in Antiquity (co-edited with M. J. Versluys, ), and Maritime
Empires in World History (co-edited with F. van den Eijnde and
R. van Wijk, ). In – he was a Senior Visiting Scholar at
the Getty Villa in Malibu, where he began working on his current
research project, ‘Iranians in the Hellenistic World’.

  is the author of The Island Standard () and several
articles and chapters on Hellenistic history and historiography, includ-
ing ‘Ephorus, Polybius, and τὰ καθόλου γράφειν’ (in Between
Thucydides and Polybius, ), ‘Artemidorus’ Temenos as a Memorial
of Hellenistic Thera’ (in Pouvoirs, îles et mer, ), and ‘Samos,
Hegemony, and the Nicuria Decree’ (Tyche, ). He is now an
Associate Director at Delivery Associates.

 .   holds the Chair of Ancient History at the University
of Groningen. His work has focused on social, cultural and religious
aspects of the Greek city in the Hellenistic and Roman periods. With
Christina Williamson he is currently the Dutch Research Council
NWO-funded research project Connecting the Greeks: multi scalar festi-
vals in the Hellenistic world’. www.connectedcontests.org.

   is Grote Professor of Ancient History at University
College London. He is the author of Status Warriors: War, Violence
and Society in Homer and History (), Greek Warfare: Myths and

x Notes on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Realities (), and Ships and Silver, Taxes and Tribute: A Fiscal History
of Archaic Athens (). He has edited or co-edited several volumes,
including ‘Aristocracy’ in Antiquity (with Nick Fisher, ),
Competition in the Ancient World (with Nick Fisher, ), and
A Companion to Archaic Greece (with Kurt Raaflaub, ).

   is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Freiburg/Germany. She has encouraged interdisciplinary perspectives
on foundations and benefactions in a volume Stiftungen zwischen
Politik und Wirtschaft: Geschichte und Gegenwart im Dialog
(Historische Zeitschrift Beiheft , ). She is author of Money in
Ptolemaic Egypt (Cambridge, ), Money in Classical Antiquity
(Cambridge, ), and co-editor with Christelle Fischer-Bovet of
Comparing the Ptolemaic and Seleucid Empires (Cambridge, forthcom-
ing). Since  she is Principle Investigator of an interdisciplinary
research project, funded by the European Research Council, investigat-
ing ancient imperial economies and their global interconnections. The
first volume of the Handbook of Ancient Afro-Eurasian Economies was
published by de Gruyter in .

 - was Professor for Ancient History at the Leibniz
University of Hannover (–). She is co-editor of the journal
Historische Anthropologie and author of Der Stoff der Gaben (Campus,
) (The Fabric of Gifts, ), Die Arbeit des Gelehrten. Der
Nationalökonom Karl Bücher – – (Campus, ), Antike
Welten (Campus, ), and Gaben, Waren und Tribute.
Stoffkreisläufe und antike Textilökonomie (with Marie-Louise Nosch;
Steiner, ).

  is Associate Professor of Ancient History at Ghent
University. He is the author of The Politics of Munificence in the Roman
Empire: Citizens, Elites and Benefactors in Asia Minor (Cambridge, )
and The Ancient City (Cambridge, ). He has co-edited several
volumes, including most recently, with Paul Erdkamp and Koenraad
Verboven, Capital, Investment, and Innovation in the Roman World
(Oxford, ).

Notes on Contributors xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements

The present volume stems from the workshop Benefactors and the Polis:
Origins and Development of the Public Gift in the Greek Cities from the
Homeric World to Late Antiquity held at Princeton University on April
–, . Eleven chapters are based on papers presented at the
meeting, while Chapter  was specially commissioned for this volume. It
is a pleasure for the editors to thank those who helped organize the event:
Emily Barth, events coordinator of Princeton’s Department of Classics;
Nancy Blaustein, manager of the Department; Tamara Thatcher, program
manager of the Council of the Humanities; and Princeton colleagues
Edward Champlin, Nino Luraghi, and Brent Shaw. The workshop was
generously funded by the Department of Classics, the Program in the
Ancient World, the Program in Hellenic Studies, and the Committee for
the Study of Late Antiquity.

A special word of thanks is due Peter Garnsey for having introduced the
editors of this book when they were working separately on their mono-
graphs on Greek public gift-giving, one on the origins of the phenomenon
and the other on its later manifestations under the Roman Empire. Thanks
to his initiative, the editors decided to join efforts to produce a volume that
would cover the entire period from the Homeric world to Late Antiquity.
We are very grateful to the contributors for their enthusiasm, diligence,
and patience, and to Christof Schuler for his participation in the discus-
sions at the workshop. Joshua Fincher read all the chapters carefully and
offered precious editorial assistance.

We would like to express our deep gratitude to the three anonymous
referees of Cambridge University Press for taking time to read the manu-
script and offer feedback. Their comments significantly improved the text
and we hope that they will recognize their input in this final version.
Michael Sharp has been an extremely supportive editor during the project’s
long process of gestation.

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

The volume took its final form while Marc Domingo Gygax was a
member of the Institut d’Études Avancées de Paris. He would like to thank
the staff of the institute for their invaluable help during his ten-month stay,
and to acknowledge generous financial support provided by the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie program and the Network of European Institutes for
Advanced Study.

Acknowledgements xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Abbreviations

Abbreviations of names and titles of works of classical authors follow the
conventions of the Oxford Classical Dictionary and the Prosopography of the
Later Roman Empire (but see the ‘Primary Sources’ section of Chapter ).
Note in addition the following.

ACO = Acta Conciliorum Oecumenicorum
AE = L’Année Épigraphique (– )
Agora = The Athenian Agora (– )
AIO = Attic Inscriptions Online
Ἀρχ. Ἐφ. = Ἀρχαιολογική Ἐφημερίς

Bergk = T. Bergk, Poetae Lyrici Graeci (Leipzig, –;
repr. –)

CChSL = Corpus christianorum series latina
CEG = P. A. Hansen, Carmina epigraphica graeca,  vols.

(Berlin, –)
CIL = Corpus inscriptionum latinarum (– )
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List of Abbreviations xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108816199
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81619-9 — Benefactors and the Polis
Edited by Marc Domingo Gygax , Arjan Zuiderhoek
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Laum = B. Laum, Stiftungen in der griechischen und römischen
Antike,  vols. (Leipzig, )

LIMC = Lexicon iconographicum mythologiae classicae (– )
LW = P. Le Bas and W. H. Waddington, Inscriptions

grecques et latines recueillies en Asia Mineure.  vols.
(Paris, )

McCabe,
Hyllarima
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Princeton. Packard Humanities Institute CD #
(Princeton, )
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Anatolia, The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton. Packard Humanities Institute CD #
(Princeton, )

MDAI (A) = Mitteilungen des deutschen archäologischen Instituts
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Migne, PG = J.-P. Migne, Patrologia graeca (Paris, –)
Milet = T. Wiegand, Milet: Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen und

Untersuchungen seit dem Jahre  (Berlin, – )
Milet I. = G. Kawerau and A. Rehm, Milet. Ergebnisse der
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(Leipzig, –)

OR = R. Osborne and P. J. Rhodes, Greek Historical
Inscriptions, – BC (Oxford, )

Page, FGE = D. L. Page, Further Greek Epigrams
(Cambridge, )

PLRE = Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire, vol. , ed.
A. H. M. Jones et al. (Cambridge, ); vols.  and
, ed. J. R. Martindale (Cambridge, –)

POxy = Oxyrhynchus papyri (– )
RC = C. B. Welles, Royal Correspondence in the Hellenistic

Period (New Haven, )
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RIC = H. Mattingly, E. A. Sydenham, et al., Roman
Imperial Coinage (London, – )

RO = P. J. Rhodes and R. Osborne, Greek Historical
Inscriptions, – BC (Oxford, ; revised
ed. )

Robert, OMS = L. Robert, Opera minora selecta,  vols. (Amsterdam,
–)

RWI = S. Hagel and K. Tomaschitz, Repertorium der
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Kl. Band ; Vienna, )

SC = Sources chrétiennes
SEG = Supplementum epigraphicum graecum (– )
Smallwood


= E. M. Smallwood, Documents Illustrating the
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(Cambridge, )
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rd edn. (Leipzig, –)
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TrGF = B. Snell, R. Kannicht, and S. Radt (eds.) Tragicorum
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