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Using interdisciplinary methods, this book is a pioneering exploration of Asian understand-
ings of human dignity and human rights. It encompasses rigorous scrutiny of dignity
jurisprudence in major Asian apex courts, detailed philosophical analysis of dignity in
religious traditions, and contextualized socio-political analysis of religious dignity discourse
in several Asian societies. This is an innovative systematic survey of how human dignity is
understood in Asia, demonstrating how those understandings converge and diverge with
other parts of the world. Synthesising legal, philosophical, and sociological expertise, this
volume furthers the dialogue between Asia and the West, and advances debates on whether
human rights are universal or particular to any one region. As many of the world’s liberal
democracies are challenged by polarization and populism, this comparative study of
human dignity broadens our horizons and offers a potential alternative to a rigidified social
imagination.

Jimmy Chia-Shin Hsu is Associate Research Professor of Law, Academia Sinica, Taiwan.
He was the ASLI Visiting Fellow at National University of Singapore in 2016 and Visiting
Scholar of Harvard-Yenching Institute for 2016—2017. He serves on the board of Taiwan
Association for Philosophy of Law and as co-chair of the Freedom of Expression Research
Group of the International Association of Constitutional Law.
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I dedicate this book to Yun-Ying Liu, my beloved mother, and to all the courageous
women in Asia, who made great sacrifice for love in the face of life’s trials and cultural
constraints, and who lived out a life of dignity, grace, and beauty.

Jimmy Chia-Shin Hsu
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Preface

In the past decade, there has been a booming literature on comparative dignity
jurisprudence and philosophy. While it has probed widely across regions, it has left
a visible gap on Asia. This book is meant to fill this gap. It grows out of my research
project funded by my institute, Institutum lurisprudentiae, Academia Sinica,
Taiwan. I invited scholars of multiple disciplines who specialize in Asian public
law and major religious and philosophical traditions in Asian contexts. The book
investigates how human dignity as a legal concept features in judicial and political
discourse in major Asian jurisdictions, which include India, Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan, the Philippines, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Singapore, and China. It also
examines dignity in three religious or philosophical traditions heavily concentrated
in Asia, including Confucianism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Further, it investigates
the idea of human dignity as expressed by representative voices of major religions in
particular societies, including Islam in Indonesia, Protestantism in South Korea,
and Catholicism in the Philippines.

This project was first conceived when I was a Visiting Scholar at Harvard
Yenching Institute in 2016. I thank Michael Rosen, who was my mentor during
my stay at Harvard, for his precious friendship and his extraordinary book on the
history of the idea of dignity, which inspired my interest in this fascinating concept.
I thank Tom Ginsburg, Albert Chen, and Kevin Y. L. Tan for their advice at the early
stage of this project on what jurisdictions to be included. I am immensely grateful for
all the contributors to this book, including Pritam Baruah, Keigo Obayashi,
Chaihark Hahm, Robert Real, Nadir Hosen, Kelley Loper, Li-ann Thio, Xiaobo
Zhai, Sungmoon Kim, Anton Sevilla-Liu, Timothy Lubin, Etin Anwar, Jonathan
Chow, and JinHyok Kim. This book owes what it is to their excellent scholarship.
[ thank all the participants at the conference on “Human Dignity in Asia,” which
was held in Taipei in July 2018. My special thanks go to Michael Rosen and
Christopher McCrudden for giving keynote speeches and to Mary Anne Case for
her very helpful participation at the conference. I am grateful to the former director
Dr. Tzu-Yi Lin and the current director Dr. Chien-Liang Lee of Institutum
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xvi Preface

lurisprudentiae, Academia Sinica, Taiwan, for their continued support for this
project. My sincere thanks go to Joe Ng at Cambridge University Press for his
guidance along the way and Gemma Smith for her editorial assistance. I would
also like to thank my assistants Naifei Wu, Chiawen Huang, Huei-Ya Chen, Yun-
Chung Lin, Fang-Sin Cao, and Cheng-Ching Lin for their great job of indexing this
book. Lastly, I express sincere gratitude to my wife, Yoshing, and children, Jerome
and Celina, for standing by me through good times and bad.
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DAAD
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ESC
FDWs
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GDP
GHO
GPCL
GNI
HBS
ICCPR

Abbreviations

Additional Articles of the Constitution

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

Algemene Middelbare scholen

Asuransi  Sosial  Angkatan Bersenjata Republik Indonesia
(Indonesian Armed Forces Insurance)

Association of South East Asian Nations

Asuransi Kesehatan Indonesia (Indonesian Health Insurance)

Bill of Rights Ordinance

Badan Penyelenggara Jaminan Sosial (Social Security Providers)
BPUKI Badan Penyelidik Usaha-Usaha Kemerdekaan Indonesia
(Dokuritsu Junbi Chosa-kai)

Catholic Bishops” Conference of the Philippines

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women

Court of Final Appeal (Hong Kong)

Cultural Revolution

China Society for Human Rights Studies

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (German Academic
Exchange Service)

Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (People’s Representative Assembly)
economic, social, and cultural (rights)

female domestic workers

Garis-Garis Besar Haluan Negara (Broad Guidelines of State Policy)
gross domestic product

General Headquarters

General Principles of the Civil Law

gross national income

Hoogere burgerschool

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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ITE
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Py
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PERPU
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PM
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PRC
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List of Abbreviations

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Indies Social Democratic Association

International Social Security Association

Information and Electronic Transactions

Jaminan Kesehatan Masyarakat (Community Health Insurance)
Jaminan Sosial Tenaga Kerja (Workforce Social Security)

Jong Islamieten Bond Dames Afdeeling (Young Muslim League
Women’s Section)

Kuomintang

Korean National Prayer Breakfast

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer or questioning
Mental Capacity Act

Mahkamah Konstitusi (Constitutional Court)

Members of Parliament

Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat (People’s Consultative Assembly)
Meer uitgebreid lager onderwijs

National Council of Churches of Korea

National Council of Churches in Singapore

nongovernmental organizations

National People’s Congress

overseas Filipino workers

Pedoman Penghayatan dan Pengamalan Pancasila (Guideline for
Instilling and Implementing Pancasila into Practice)

People’s Action Party

Presidential Council for Religious Harmony

Peraturan Pemerintah Pengganti Undang-Undang (Government
Regulation in Lieu of Law)

Public Interest Litigation

Partai Komunis Indonesia (Communist Party of Indonesia)

Prime Minister
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Association)
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People’s Republic of China

Republic of China
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Taiwan Constitutional Court
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