
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-81175-0 — Government Statistical Agencies and the Politics of Credibility
Cosmo Wyndham Howard 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Government Statistical Agencies and the

Politics of Credibility

Who decides how official statistics are produced? Do politicians have
control or are key decisions left to statisticians in independent statistical
agencies? Interviews with statisticians in Australia, Canada, Sweden, the
UK and the USAwere conducted to get insider perspectives on the nature of
decision making in government statistical administration. While the
popular adage suggests there are ‘lies, damned lies and statistics’, this
research shows that official statistics in liberal democracies are far from
mistruths; they are consistently insulated from direct political interference.
Yet, a range of subtle pressures and tensions exist that governments and
statisticians must manage. The power over statistics is distributed
differently in different countries, and this book explains why. Differences
in decision-making powers across countries are the result of shifting
pressures politicians and statisticians face to be credible, and the different
national contexts that provide distinctive institutional settings for the
production of government numbers.

cosmo howard is Senior Lecturer, School of Government and
International Relations, Griffith University. He has taught political
science, public policy and administration in Australia and Canada. His
research has been published in several books and leading international
journals including Governance and Public Administration. He has
worked as a consultant for Australian and Canadian governments.
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The Cambridge Studies in Comparative Public Policy series was
established to promote and disseminate comparative research in
public policy. The objective of the series is to advance the
understanding of public policies through the publication of the results
of comparative research into the nature, dynamics and contexts of
major policy challenges and responses to them. Works in the series
will draw critical insights that enhance policy learning and are
generalizable beyond specific policy contexts, sectors and time
periods. Such works will also compare the development and
application of public policy theory across institutional and cultural
settings and examine how policy ideas, institutions and practices
shape policies and their outcomes. Manuscripts comparing public
policies in two or more cases as well as theoretically informed critical
case studies which test more general theories are encouraged. Studies
comparing policy development over time are also welcomed.
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