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This is the first book-length study of the impact of the Great War
on women’s everyday lives in Ireland, focussing on the years of the war
and its immediate aftermath. Fionnuala Walsh demonstrates how Irish
women threw themselves into the war effort, mobilising in various
different forms, such as nursing wounded soldiers, preparing hospital
supplies and parcels of comforts, undertaking auxiliary military roles in
port areas or behind the lines, and producing weapons of war. However,
the war’s impact was also felt beyond direct mobilisation, affecting
women’s household management, family relations, standard of living,
and work conditions and opportunities. Drawing on extensive research
in archives in Ireland and Britain, Walsh brings women’s wartime
experience out of the historical shadow and examines welfare and
domestic life, bereavement, social morality, employment, war service,
politicisation and demobilisation to challenge ideas of emancipation and
reflect upon the significant impact of the Great War on Irish society.

FIONNUALA WALSH is a lecturer in Modern Irish History at University
College Dublin.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War

Fionnuala Walsh
Frontmatter
More Information

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare

General Editor

Robert Gerwarth, University College Dublin
Jay Winter, Yale University

Advisory Editors

Heather Jones, University College London

Rana Mitter, University of Oxford

Michelle Moyd, Indiana Universiry Bloomington
Martin Thomas, University of Exeter

In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration of
two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed conflict,
and the impact of military events on social and cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the fruits of
this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of military history
by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians in social
and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The series offers the latest scholarship
in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the present day.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

Irish Women and the
Great War

Fionnuala Walsh
University College Dublin

Bl CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
DOI:10.1017/9781108867924

© Fionnuala Walsh 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
First paperback edition 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Names: Walsh, Fionnuala, 1988- author.

Title: Irish Women and the Great War / Fionnuala Walsh, University College
Dublin.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge
University Press, 2020. | Series: Studies in the social and cultural history of
modern warfare | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019056015 (print) | LCCN 2019056016 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781108491204 (hardback) | ISBN 9781108811736 (paperback) |
ISBN 9781108867924 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: World War, 1914-1918-Ireland. | World War, 1914-1918—
Women. | Women-Ireland-Social conditions—20th century. | World War,
1914-1918-Social aspects—Ireland. | Ireland—History-1910-1921.

Classification: LCC D547.16 W348 2020 (print) | LCC D547.16 (ebook) |
DDC 940.3/415082—dc23

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2019056015

LC ebook record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2019056016

ISBN 978-1-108-49120-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-81173-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War

Fionnuala Walsh
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of Tables page vi
Acknowledgements vii
List of Abbreviations X
Introduction 1

1 Mobilising for the War Effort 21
2 Family, Welfare and Domestic Life 64
3 Social Morality 97
4 Working Lives 125
5 Politicisation 164
6 Demobilisation 194
Conclusion 223
Select Bibliography 231
Index 251

A%

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

Tables

1.1 British Red Cross membership in Ireland and Britain page 26
1.2 Irish War Hospital Supply Depot productivity, 1916-1917 43
1.3 Previous occupations of sampled WAAC members 47
3.1 Press reports of separation women in the courts in 1915

and 1917 106
4.1 Female membership of specifically Irish trade unions,

1914-1917 155
6.1 Women in Ireland in receipt of out-of-work donation,

Dec. 1918 to Feb. 1919 199
6.2 Marriages in Ireland: a comparison between 1911

and 1926 219

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

It was ten years ago that I first became interested in Irish women’s
experience during the Great War. Since then, research into Ireland’s
Great War has expanded enormously and has been enriched by the
public interest generated during the centenary commemorations. It has
been a stimulating time to be immersed in this project and to witness
women’s experiences emerge from the historical shadow. I benefitted
greatly from the scholarship and the guidance of pioneers in the field.
This book was especially inspired and influenced by the late David
Fitzpatrick of Trinity College Dublin. It is with deep gratitude that
I remember David’s careful guidance, his kindness and generosity, and
above all his encouragement. It was a privilege and a pleasure to be
supervised by David, and it grieves me that he did not live to see this
book published. Nevertheless, I have been fortunate in my mentors, and
I wish to especially thank Anne Dolan for her wise counsel and her
empathetic support. My initial interest in historical research arose from
influential school teachers (Tony Doohan, Margaret Cosgrove, Pat
Watson) and lecturers during my undergraduate degree in Maynooth
University (R.V. Comerford, Margaret Kelleher, Clare O’Neill, Filipe
Ribeiro de Meneses and Marian Lyons), and I remain grateful for their
inspiration.

This work was made possible by postgraduate and postdoctoral awards
from the Irish Research Council. These were instrumental in enabling
me to complete research in a range of archives and libraries in Ireland
and the United Kingdom, as well as providing me with essential time to
focus on the work. I am greatly indebted to the many librarians and
archivists for their expert advice. I would like to particularly note the
support of the staff at the OPW-Maynooth University Archive, my
former colleagues in the National Library of Ireland and the British
Red Cross archivists for granting me access to membership records.
I was fortunate to have welcoming hosts for many of my archival trips
beyond Dublin, and I especially thank Louise and Kevin (London),
Sarah and James (Belfast), and Ciska (Oxford) for their warm hospitality.

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

viii Acknowledgements

I have presented aspects of this research at many conferences and
seminars in Ireland, the United Kingdom and Turkey, and I am grateful
to all those who offered feedback or advice. Various individuals gener-
ously provided me with source materials in their possession or suggested
avenues for further research. In this regard I acknowledge with gratitude
Tom Burke, Elaine Callinan, Emma Clarke, Richard Collins, Clara
Cullen, Tara Doyle, Liz Goldthorpe, Susan Grayzel, John Horne, Brian
Hughes, Jane Leonard, Hubert Mahony, Lucy McDiarmid, Senia
Paseta, Tom Turpin and Ciaran Wallace. I also thank Daniel Purcell
for providing his expertise in data analysis and Conor Reidy for his
indexing work. It has been a pleasure to work with Cambridge University
Press, and I am grateful to the staff for their patience and professional-
ism, especially Michael Watson and the two anonymous peer reviewers
for their invaluable feedback and advice.

I worked on this book in three institutions: Trinity College Dublin, the
National Library of Ireland and, latterly, University College Dublin
(UCD). In each of these institutions, I have benefitted from the wisdom
and support of friends and colleagues. The Department of History in
Trinity guided me on my journey from student to scholar, while the
Trinity Irish History Seminar and its accompanying Buswells commu-
nity, led by the ever-encouraging Eunan O’Halpin, provided lasting
friendships and aided the development of my research. I was fortunate
to be a residential fellow at the Trinity Long Room Hub Arts and
Humanities Institute, and I am grateful to the staff and my fellow Hub
alumni for creating and sustaining such a collaborative and collegial
research environment. My Hub cohort, in particular Jonny, Olivia, Rich-
ard, Leah, Sarah, Alex and Ben, have remained an important source of
friendship and support in the intervening years, even as we have scattered
far and wide. The Irish Committee for Historical Sciences Research
Studentship at the National Library of Ireland was a stimulating and
reinvigorating sojourn after my PhD. The book was completed in the
School of History in UCD and I am deeply grateful to all my colleagues
there, especially Catherine Cox, Lindsey Earner Byrne, Jen Keating,
Alice Mauger and Lior Tibet. My work has also been enriched by the
scholarship and collaboration of my colleagues in the Women’s History
Association of Ireland. Many others provided helpful advice and assisted
me to find the time and space to write, while my students inspired me
with their enthusiasm and passion for history.

I wish to especially thank two former Trinity compatriots, Ellie Payne
for her kindness and sage advice over many lunchtime conversations and
Conor Morrissey for his invaluable guidance and encouragement in
writing this book, from research to publication. The book benefitted

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements ix

greatly from Conor’s stringent commentary on the draft text. My friends
outside academia have also been an immeasurable support, in particular
Colleen, Aisling, Tara and Roisin. I very much appreciate their solidarity
and good humour, together with their refusal to let me become sub-
sumed entirely by the demands of historical research. I also thank my
aunt, Anne Thurston, for her collegiality and friendship.

My brothers Patrick, Cormac and Fergal shared the accumulated
wisdom of their own academic experiences and, together with my
sisters-in-law Niamh, Stefanie and Bur¢in, provided hospitality in
London, Hamburg and Istanbul, and more recently Belfast. My beloved
nieces and nephews, Caoimhe, Matilda, Robin and Finn, proved most
welcome distractions. I am especially beholden to the fellow family
historians, Patrick and Niamh, who have been tremendous sources of
advice for both academic publishing and navigating the history discipline
more broadly, and to both Patrick and my mother for their insightful
comments on the full text. The last and greatest debt of all is to my
parents, Jim and Jeanne. This book would be much the poorer without
their wisdom, inspiration, steadfast encouragement and generosity. I am
grateful beyond words for their unwavering belief in my work and, in
small recompense, this book is dedicated to them with my love.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War

Fionnuala Walsh
Frontmatter
More Information

Abbreviations
AOH Ancient Order of Hibernians
BLPES British Library of Political and Economic Science
BMH Bureau of Military History
BRCA British Red Cross Archives
BRCS British Red Cross Society
CCCA Cork City and County Archives
DATII Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction
for Ireland
DCA Dublin City Archives
DDA Dublin Diocesan Archives
DMP Dublin Metropolitan Police
ILHS Irish Labour History Society
PP Irish Parliamentary Party
ITGWU Irish Transport and General Workers Union
ITUC Irish Trade Union Congress
IWFL Irish Women’s Franchise League
IWHSD Irish War Hospital Supply Depot
IWM Imperial War Museum
IWSF Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation
IwWwu Irish Women Workers’ Union
LGB Local Government Board
LHL Linen Hall Library
MMMA Medical Missionaries of Mary Archive
MTI Municipal Technical Institute, Belfast
NAI National Archives of Ireland
NFWW National Federation of Women Workers
NLI National Library of Ireland
NRF National Relief Fund

NSPCC National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
NUWW National Union of Women Workers of Great Britain

and Ireland
OMARC OPW-Maynooth Archive and Research Centre

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-81173-6 — Irish Women and the Great War
Fionnuala Walsh

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Abbreviations xi
PRONI Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, Belfast
QAIMNS Queen Alexandra Imperial Military Nursing Service
QMNG Queen Mary Needlework Guild
RCBL Representative Church Body Library
RCPI Royal College of Physicians Ireland
RDFA Royal Dublin Fusiliers Association
RES Register of Friendly Societies
RIC Royal Irish Constabulary
SJAA St John Ambulance Association
SSFA Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families’ Association
TCD Trinity College Dublin
TEFNS Territorial Force Nursing Service
TNA The National Archives, Kew
UCDA University College Dublin Archives
UuucC Ulster Unionist Council
UVF Ulster Volunteer Force
UwucC Ulster Women’s Unionist Council
VAD Voluntary Aid Detachment
WAAC Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
WNHA Women’s National Health Association
WO War Office
WRAF Women’s Royal Air Force
WRNS Women’s Royal Naval Service
WSPU Women’s Social and Political Union
WWS Women, War and Society collection
YWCA Young Women’s Christian Association

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108811736
www.cambridge.org

