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Abstract: While local governments have traditionally been thought of
as relatively powerless and unpolitical, this has been rapidly changing.
Recent years have seen local governments jump headfirst into a range
of so-called culture war conflicts like those concerning LGBTI rights,
refugee protection, and climate change. Using the Australia Day and
Columbus Day controversies as case studies, this Element rejuvenates
research on how local governments respond to culture war conflicts,
documenting new fronts in the culture wars as well as the changing face
of local government. In doing so, this Element extends foundational
research by advancing four new categories of responsiveness that

scholars and practitioners can employ to better understand the varied
roles local governments play in contentious culture war conflicts.

Keywords: local government, culture wars, urban public administration,
Columbus Day, Australia Day

© Mark Chou and Rachel Busbridge 2020

ISBNs: 9781108811682 (PB), 9781108867825 (OC)

ISSNs: 2515-4303 (online), 2515-429X (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781108811682
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-81168-2 — How Local Governments Govern Culture War Conflicts
Mark Chou , Rachel Busbridge 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

1 Introduction 1

2 Local Government and Culture Wars: Sharp’s
Typology of Responses 15

3 Conceptualizing Culture War Conflicts 26

4 American Local Government Responses
to Columbus Day 33

5 Australian Local Government Responses
to Australia Day 44

6 Refining Local Governmental Responses
to Culture Wars 54

7 Conclusion 67

Bibliography 71

www.cambridge.org/9781108811682
www.cambridge.org

