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patriarchal bonding and, 35
political focus on, 50
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sugar daddies and, 185, 187
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exploitation and, 203, see also abu-
sive dynamics

family arrangements and, 254, 259
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131, 146, 163

Queer African Studies, 25
Queer African Youth Networking

Centre (QAYN), 27
queer family networks, 219, 252–64,
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queer-feminist theory, 31, 36–39, 275
Q-zine, 24

racialized bodies, 28–32, 33, 277
radical participation, 6
radio stations, 65, 93
private, 55, 59–60, 103

Rao, Rahul, 36
Rattray, Robert S., 140, 242, 243
Rawlings, Jerry J., 50, 54–55, 59,

182

314 Index

www.cambridge.org/9781108811026
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-81102-6 — Knowing Women
Same-Sex Intimacy, Gender, and Identity in Postcolonial Ghana
Serena Owusua Dankwa
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

reciprocity, 113, 122, 168, 207, 218,
269, 271

conjugal, 206
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sadness, 117–18
Safo, Socrates, 94, 183
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same-sex desiring women. see also

sexual identity, lesbianism,
homosexuality, erotic subjectivity,
siblinghood, “doing everything
together”; doing, indirection,
gender, sugar motherhood,
butch-femme discourse, supi
girlfriendships, friendship, sexual
activity, “knowing women”;
knowing

research on, 1–17, 23–27, 28–32,
267–79

visibility of, 72, 232, 261

same-sex marriage, 236–37, 253, 266,
see also marriage
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Sarpong, Peter, 106, 114, 239
saso (same-sex desiring men), 27, 71
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secrecy, 51, 80, 198, 217
Sedgwick, Eve, Epistemology of the

Closet, 38
seduction, 147, 163
self-identity, 20–21, 33, 76, see also

identity
semen, 140, 177, 235
Senegal, 77
Senior Secondary School (SSS), 83, 86,

107
seniority, 168–69

erotic age and, 157–58, 170
gender and, 45, 131, 272–73
language and, 128–29
social age and, 112, 157–58, 168, 271

senior-junior hierarchies, 90–91, 97,
107, 111–16, 120–21, 268, see also
hierarchies, sugar motherhood

female footballers and, 90, 181
in girls’ boarding schools, 111–16,
120–21, 173

in social networks, 218
sugar motherhood, 186, 213–14, 271
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Serwa Asiedu (pseudonym), 225–26
sex work, 5, 27, 195, 199
sexual activity. see also pleasure

attitudes toward, 40–41, 67–68
expressions of interest in, 8–10, see
also romance
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oral sex, 235
pleasure and, 197–98
power dynamics in, 206–7, 231
sexual identity and, 37, 274, see also
sexual identity
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sexual deviants, 48, see also homophobic

discourse
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sexual difference, 251, see also gender
roles

sexual experience. see also erotic age
seniority and, 151

sexual ûuids, 235, 243, 249, 265
sexual health, 197
sexual identity, 8, 14, 19–21, 25, 270,

see also identity
as category, 3, 32, 36, 37
as distinct from sexual practice, 33,
47

community and, 253
gender and, 125, 147–54, 201–2
global media and, 61–62
labels and, 71–76
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visibility and, 110, 117–19
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sharing, 266, see also substance,
materiality of love, siblinghood,
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siblinghood and, 260–64
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Shipley, Jesse, 55

Living the Hiplife, 162
siblinghood, 46
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equality in, 226
hostilities in, 226–28
in Euro-American contexts, 253
love and, 239–41
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seniority and, 112, 225, see also
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sharing and, 260–64, 269
sharing substance and, 234–36
terminology, 222–23
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Sika, Varyanne, 77, 276

silence, 49, 51
similitude, 252
sin, 92
sisterhood, 221–22, see also

siblinghood
situational homosexuality, 73
“small girls,” 187, 232
as domestic helpers, 208
“big men” and, 189
masculinity and, 214
schoolteachers and, 202–3

Smith-Rosenberg, Carrol, 87–88
social age. see also age, seniority
seniority and, 112, 157–58, 168, 271

social kinship, 223, see also kinship
terminology

social networks. see networks
social status, 162, 261
socio-economic status, 271
sodomy, 77, 205
sotadism, 28
South Africa, 24, 26, 77, 88
boarding school crushes, 80
migrant workers in, 213

Southern Africa, 25–26
romantic love in, 121

sovereignty, 62
speech norms, 49, 51, 270, see also

language, allusion, indirection,
verbal discretion

spirits, 57–58, 94, 101–3, 118, see also
occult forces, Mami Wata
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spiritual, 55, 56, 77, 87, 102–3, 117,

140–41, 198, 275
Spivak, Gayatri, 23, 35, 279
Stack, Carol, All Our Kin, 259
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structural adjustment programs, 55,
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(liking) life or lifestyles, 143–47
gender expression and, 143–47
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substance, 234–36
transfer of, 242, 243, 263, 265
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sugar daddies, 185, 187, 269
sugar motherhood, 45–46, 167, 269
autonomy and, 189
collectivized love and, 216–19
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gifts and givers, 208–16
junior-senior dynamics and, 186, 271
materiality of love and, 184–208
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supi. see also same-sex desiring women
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affective challenges of, 106–20
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cousins and, 243
exchange of gifts and, 80–81, 82–83,
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girlfriendships, 80, 81–91, 193, 197
gossip, 251
in video-ûlm industries, 94
meanings of, 5, 43, 48, 79–81,
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negative stereotypes, 198
origin of term, 72
pranks on junior girls, 115
public discourse on lesbianism and,

80, 81, 91–95, 149–50, 209, 246
secrecy and, 98, 105, 116–20
senior-junior hierarchies, 111–16
timing and, 110–11

Supi: The Real Woman to Woman
(1996), 94

supi-supi, 93–94
Swiss-Ghanaian families, 2–3
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symbolic capital, 112

taboos. see also incest bans
on pre-nubile pregnancies, 41
research on, 6
same-sex desire as, 3

Takoradi-Sekondi metropolitan area,
61

Tamale, Sylvia, 22, 24, 29–30, 277
Tashjian, Victoria, 141
teacher-pupil hierarchies, 201–7, 217
“team daughters,” 45, 90, 174
“team mothers,” 45, 90, 174
technologies of the self, 69, 76
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Tetteh, Merci Naa K., 26
Thailand, 271
Thomas, Lynn, 121
timing, 110–11
Tinsley, Omise’eke Natasha, 38, 44,
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tombois, 136–37, 169, 271
Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men and

Ancestral Wives (2005), 31
toms, 271
tradition, 62
transactional sex, 177, 190, 195–96,

217, 269
transatlantic slave trade, legacy of, 44
tribadism, 29
“tricksters,” 162, 167, 273, see also

“hustling” women; hustling
Twi language, 10

gender and, 131
gender-neutral pronouns, 129, 164
indirection and, 52
sibling terminology, 221, 222
time and, 111

Twinglish, 111, 145

Uganda, 65, 77
United States (USA). see also global

North
charismatic Christianity and, 54

“unnatural carnal knowledge,” 64–68
upward mobility, 143, 237, 245, 251
urban same-sex subcultures, 61

vagina, 1, 105, 139, 200, 214, 242
van der Geest, Sjaak, 224, 226–27
Venda, 88, 113
venereal diseases, 61
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culture of, 48
gossip and, 133
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women. see also elite women,

working-class women, “big
women”; gender

as category, 43
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social advancement, 129–31, 143
status of, 175
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love
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